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The spirit of cooperation | have seen in this hall is what is needed in
Washington D. C! It is the challenge of our moment. After a difficult election
we must put politics behind us and work together to make the promise of
America available for every one of our citizens.® Our nation must rise above a
house divided. Americans share hopes and goals and values far more
important than any political disagreements. Republicans want the best for our
nation and so do Democrats. Our votes may differ but not our hopes.

America wants reconciliation and unity. Americans want

O




progress. And we must seize this moment and deliver. guided by a
spirit of common sense common courtesy together we will save Social
Security and renew its promise of a secure retirement for generations to come.
8 we will strengthen Medicare and offer prescription drug coverage to
all of our seniors. we will give Americans the broad fair and fiscally
responsible tax relief they deserve. we'll have a bipartisan foreign
policy true to our values and true to our friends. This is the essence of
compassionate conservatism and it will be a foundation of my administration.

These priorities are not merely Republican concerns or Democratic
concerns they are American responsibilities. During the fall campaign we
differed about the details of these proposals but there was remarkable
consensus about the important issues before us excellent schools retirement
and health security tax relief a strong military a more civil society. We have
discussed our differences. Now it is time to find common ground.

have something else to you to every American. for you to

pray for this great nation. for your prayers for leaders from both parties.
thank you for your prayers for me and my family and you pray for Vice
President Gore and his family.

| was not elected to serve one party but to serve one nation. Whether you
voted for me or not | will do my best to serve your interests. The presidency is
more than an honor. It is more than an office. It is a charge to keep and | will
give it my all.
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