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Abstract: In this paper, the author, as an editor of a major linguistic
journal in China, discusses the importance of academic research for for-
eign language teachers in Chinese universities and makes a number of
suggestions as to the selection of research fields and projects, the use of
reference materials and the actual process of preparing an academic pa-

per for publication in a specialized journal in China.
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Abstract: The theory of Theme-Rheme structure in systemic-functional
linguistics developed from the Prague School approach, and several
modifications have been witnessed. However, there are still different
views among the systemists, such as how Halliday redefined Theme in
19947 Can process function as the Theme of a clause? Can there be more
than one ideational Themes? Is there difference between the role of
Theme and that of New? What is the current situation of a typological
study of Theme among different languages?
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