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about

concerning regarding in connection with

I know nothing about the matter.

Can you recommend me a good book about antique

furniture

What is the book about

He is careless about his personal appearance.

Tell me all about it.

pertaining to as a part of somebody’s disposition or

appearance or something’s trait or appearance

There is something about him that I do not like.



There was a certain charm and picturesqueness about

the old cottage.

There is something strange about him.

There is a certain charm about that young man.

There is nothing of the musician about him.

He has something about him.

He has nothing about him.

near to round

I dropped the key somewhere about here.

She is a woman who likes to have children about her.

There is a cherry tree about the house.

The streets about the castle are full of places of

historic interest.

She had a gold chain about her neck.



He looked about him in surprise.

with verb of movements in various directions to

various places etc.

He travelled about the world last year.

They walked about the town.

He goes about the country lecturing on the evils of

drink.

Someone is shopping about the city.

The nature of his business enables him to get about

the world a great deal.

with other verbs in various places in or on

The papers are scattered about the floor.

The persons stand about the street corners.

Sentries were posted about the city.

The children had left their toys lying about the room.

Books are laid about the room.



concerned or occupied with

What are you about

Mind what you are about.

Do you know how to go about it

I don’t like to be interrupted when I am about an im-

portant piece of work.

I'm about my homework.

on one’s person

Do you happen to have his letter about you

Have you a pen about you

This is all he has about him.

I have no change about me.

I suddenly realized that I had no money about me.

time size number etc. near be close to

He arrived about four o’clock.



I shall return about the end of the month.

This chapter occupies about 50 pages.
50
The new bomber is about the size of a transport

plane.

The boy is about ten years old.
10
just going to do sth.  on the point of doing sth.
followed by infinitive

They are about to leave the town.
We were about to go when you telephoned.
The film is about to begin.
The ship was about to set sail.
“ v " about on of
on
about

He spoke on horses.

He spoke about horses.



on teach  someone read quarrel
chat gossip story fact
on about =on the subject of

He told me a story about a sailor.

Have you any ideas on the subject

concerning about  on

They once disputed concerning right and might.

about  of
about of
about say speak talk know

“ ” Of “ ”

I know nothing of the matter.

I know nothing about the matter.

Do you know of = that there is such a man

Do you know anything about him

about  of

You will hear about this.

You will hear of this.



about

about in
in

There is something queer about him.

There is something queer in him.

He has something of the musician about him.

He has something of the musician in him.

about  near
near
They live quite near us.

They live somewhere about the school.

" about round around
around “ K about
He looked around him.
He looked about him.
The earth moves round the sun.
They crowded about him.
K about  with
about with

with

“



I have no change purse about with me.

I took an umbrella about me.

I took an umbrella with me.

about at by

about —
" ” by “

You must come back at 5 o’clock.

You must come back about 5 o’clock.

You must come back by 5 o’clock.

+ about

1 care care about

care
care about

He cares about nobody but himself.

at

I don’t care about the price as long as the car is in

good condition.

I don’t care what they say.

I don’t think she cares if we are absent or not.



2 hear  hear about

hear hear about
I heard them coming.
I heard about their coming.
Let us hear your idea.

I have heard about your idea.

3 know  know about

“ ”

know know about

I know him.
I know about him.
He knows English.

He knows about some languages.

4  write  write about

write o letter note book report
notice write
about

The book was written in German.

They wrote objectively about China.

8. be about to  be going to
1 be about to =be on the point of =v. ing
immediate future  be going to

near future



be about to be going to be about to
be going to
I'm about to go immediately.

I'm about to go.

The meeting is about to start at seven.

The meeting is going to start at seven.

7
2 be about to  be going to be
about to “ to’ be going to

When I called on him he was about going out.

I was just about falling into a doze when he sudden-

ly started up.

“ ”

3 be going to
be about to

We are going to call a meeting to discuss it.

She is going to have a baby.

I

about one’s ears

I had everyone about my ears.

His dreams came crashing about his ears.

10 -



above

I.
contrasted with“ bellow’ “ above’ can sometimes be replaced by
“ over or” beyond’ below above over  be-
yond
1. of space or situation higher than
They lived in a flat above the shop.
The church spire could be seen above the trees.
The shelf should be six feet above the level of the
floor.
6
The sun rose above the horizon.
The water came above our knees.
2. greater in number price weight age etc.

The temperature has been above the average recently.

There were not above a hundred people present.
100
11 -



12 -

There’s nothing in this shop above fifty cents.
All children above six years of age must go to school.
The machine weighs above ten tons.
10
more than
above
He swam more than 3000 metres.

higher in rank and status greater in quality abili-
ty etc.
You should always show respect to those above you.
As a scholar he is far above me.
She is far above me in knowledge of languages.
He is above me by two grades in the school.

A captain is above a lieutenant.

too great good difficult etc. for

If you want to learn you must be above asking ques-



tions.

He is above meanness and deceit.

She is above working for her daily bread.

A true gentleman is above envy jealousy or vindictive-

ness.

This book is above me.

= beyond out of reach of because too great

good etc.

His heroism was above all praise.

His conduct has always been above suspicion.

What he said is above criticism.

This gem is above price.

We have blessings above measure.

more than

A soldier should value honour above life.

They put the people’s interests above everything else.

13-



He values this above everything.

There are three more people coming over and above

those we have already invited.

Never waste anything but above all never waste

time.

7. various uses

There is a waterfall above the bridge.

He lives above his means.

She married above her station.

Don’t get above yourself.
The city is three hundred miles above the 40th parallel
of north latitude.

40 300

II.

1. above over on

1 above “ K over
directly above

A lamp hangs above us.
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