A Chosen Compilation of Usage of College English Idioms and Phrases






022 —27403647
92 300072

850mm X 1168mm 1 32

18.75

488

1999 4 1
1999 4 1
1~5 000

ISBN 7-5618-1162—-4 H 149
24.00




1 669



A Chosen Compilation of Usage
of College English Idioms and Phrases

1 669

1999 1



1.
bring about to catch up with
26
away break back break down
2.
one one’s oneself
do sb. a favour
3.
ested in  to be bound for to be
4.
apple of one’s eye the
a lot of

1.

get catch hold of look down on upon
2.
3. —>

come about—bring about

26

to

to

break

sb. sth.

help oneself to sth.

to be inter-

a number of

cut down on
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ABC the an
I know no more than the ABC of physics.

Can you tell me something about the ABC of piano playing

Such glaring mistakes show that you don’t know even the ABC

of English grammar.
a bit of
A bit of water for a man in the desert is much more precious than

a bit of gold.

He had a bit of bread for his breakfast.

I feel a bit of tiredness.

a bit of a an

He is a bit of a poet.

They had a bit of a shock.

“That was a bit of a job.” he said ruefully.



a bunch of
She produced a bunch of keys.

He bought a bunch of bananas for his children.

The young pioneer presented the hero with a bunch of flowers.

a few
A few of us like to play bridge.

This year there will be a few exhibitions in the city.

We are going away for a few days.

a good deal a great deal of

1.

I’d say you contributed a great deal to the project.

I'm afraid I've given you a good deal of trouble.

Some countries have a great deal of oil while others have none.
2.

After taking the medicine he is now a great deal better.

He runs a good deal faster.

Tom likes to swim a good deal.
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a good many a great many

Smith rang you up a good many times while you were away.

A good many students attended the lecture last Saturday after-

noon.

I have a great many things to do today.

a handful of
They constituted but a pitiful handful of the population.

Such a tremendous job could never have been accomplished by a

handful of persons.

The child grabbed a handful of jelly beans.

a little
He knows a little French.

A little care would have prevented the accident.
The visitors were not a little surprised when they saw the new

airplane model designed by some teenagers.

a lot
The students benefited a lot from participation in productive la-
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bour.
The patient ate a lot more today.
He is feeling a lot better today.
a lot of lots of lots and lots of
Morning exercises can do us a lot of good and should not be ne-
glected.
He borrowed a lot of books from the library this morning.
Lots and lots of people have visited the agricultural exhibition.
a number of
Very rich oil deposits have been found in a number of areas in

China.

Quite a number of students in our department are from the

South.

We knew the Smiths rather well we had visited them a number

of times.

a series of

A series of lectures will be given on this topic.

This university has produced a series of fine mathematicians.
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A series of wet days spoiled our vacation.

abandon oneself to to

A true man never abandons himself to despair.

After being bombarded by our artillery for more than an hour

the enemy abandoned their fort to us.

He abandoned all his claims to the property.
abide by to
1.

They have always abided by their promises.

I had to abide by the consequences.

Having made our decision we must abide by it.

The two men agreed to abide by the referee’s decision.

Unless they abide by the rules of the club they will have to

leave.
We shall continue to abide by what has been agreed upon.

about time to be



“It’s about time you got up Mary.” said mother.
It’s about time the children went to bed.

It’s about time somebody taught you to behave yourself.

about to do to be

We were about to leave when the snow began.

She wasn’t about to give me any advice.

As I was about to say he interrupted me.

above all

Never waste anything but above all never waste time.

Children need many things but above all they need love.

He above all was a first-rate mathematician.

absorbed in to be

He was so absorbed in his work that he often forgot to eat.

He is completely absorbed in his business.

She is absorbed in thought.

abundant in with to be
6 .



These countries cover vast territories encompass a large popula-

tion and are abundant in natural resources.

The library is abundant in books on science and technology.

Our country is abundant in oil resources.

according to

According to the papers our country is going to have another

bumper harvest.

These entries are arranged in the dictionary according to alpha-

betical order.

According to the Bible God created the world in six days.
6

account for to

With new scientific discoveries we can now account for many

natural phenomena that seemed inexplicable before.

His illness accounts for his absence.

He has been asked to account for his conduct.

accuse of to

They accused him of taking bribes.



The cashier was accused of embezzlement.

That country was accused of having violated the treaty.
accustom oneself to doing sth. to

When he became a soldier he had to accustom himself to long

marches.

He has gradually accustomed himself to cold showers.

You must accustom yourself to new idea.

accustomed to to be get become

She was accustomed to using her left hand.

Years ago he became accustomed to taking a walk every day.

This is not the kind of treatment I am accustomed to.

acquainted with to be get

I'm not acquainted with the lady.

How did you come to be acquainted with him

He is but slightly acquainted with the art of poetry.
act play a the part to

He acted a part in Othello.
8-



The boy is going to act the part of a messenger in the play.
This chemical acts the part of an acid in our experiment.

act as to
Workers in our plant took it upon themselves to act as the main
force in this innovation.
A trained dog can act as a guide to a blind man.

He kindly acted as my interpreter at the interview.

act for to

He is acting for the committee.
During the Minister’s absence the Vice Minister acted for him.
For whom are you going to act to attend the meeting
act up on to
1.
Acids act upon metals.

Alcohol acts on the nervous system.

Heat acts on solids and causes them to expand.



If what he proposes will benefit the people we’ll act upon it.
Acting upon his advice 1 decided to change my essay topic.

Jim would have preferred to act on his own judgement but he

didn’t because as a soldier he had to obey the order.
act up to to
He always acted up to the principle he set for himself.
I hope you’ll act up to the good advice I've given you.
Please act up to your promise.
adapt oneself to sth. to
When you go to a new country you must adapt yourself to new
manners and customs.
I find it very difficult to adapt myself to the climate here.

We should adapt ourselves to the new conditions.

adapt to to
He quickly adapted to the climate in the high mountains.

We’'ll have to adapt this building to the needs of the old people
10 -



