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1 How to Improve Your Vocabulary

The best way to improve your vocabulary is through reading. The successful person

reads a lot.

We learn nearly all of our active vocabulary through context and usually through
context in reading. We learn what a new word means from the words and sentences
around it. Only once in a while do we give up and look up the word in a dictionary. But
this is not laziness it’s a good way to learn. Words that we learn through their use in
context are much more likely to stay with us than words we memorize by themselves

as in a list or in a dictionary if we are prone to read a dictionary.

The words we learn through reading will improve not just our reading vocabulary
but our listening speaking and writing vocabulary as well. It is these four types of vo-
cabulary that have a direct impact upon our daily lives. They control how well we un-
derstand what we hear and read and how well we speak and write. So we can see that
vocabulary is so much more than fancy words you won’t use. It represents your

thoughts. It gives you social economic and academic power.

Comprehension of the Text

1. When reading a passage we don’t usually look up the new words in a dictionary.
This is
A laziness
B stupid
C a good way to learn words in context in reading
D a method we should not use
2. Which of the following has a direct influence on our daily lives
A Reading and listening vocabulary.
B Only reading vocabulary.
C Speaking and writing vocabulary.
D Both A and C .
3. How can we learn new words more easily
A Learn words through their use in context.
B Memorize words by themselves in a dictionary.



C Just listen and speak.

D

Not mentioned.

4. What is meant by* fancy words you won’t use” in Para. 3

A
B
C
D

Special words we seldom use.
Words we can imagine.
Words we can understand through imagination.

Words we don’t know.

5. What is the main idea of this text

A Itis a good idea to look up unknown words in a dictionary.
B The four types of vocabulary are very important in our daily lives.
C The best way to improve your vocabulary is through reading.
D We can understand some of the special words through imagination.
Translation
1. Para. 2

Words that we learn through their use in context are much more likely to stay with

us than words we memorize by themselves as in a list or in a dictionary if we are

prone to read a dictionary.

2. Para. 3
The words we learn through reading will improve not just our reading vocabulary

but our listening speaking and writing vocabulary as well.

New Words and Expressions

vocabulary context
once in a while laziness
likely to memorize
prone as well
impact fancy

fancy words to represent

economic academic



2 Time Bomb

I had spent my last day in London visiting friends taking pictures and doing some
last-minute shopping. Among other things I had bought some presents a shirt for my
brother a woolen blanket for my sister and a battery-powered alarm clock for my fa-
ther.

After travelling in a crowded bus and waiting in the noisy airport building I was
glad to be sitting in the plane at last. In a few minutes we would be asked to fasten our
seat belts and to stop smoking and then we would soon be up in the sky on our flight to

Berlin.

But I had been mistaken. Ten minutes later instead of enjoying the beauty of the
evening sky from high above the clouds I was sitting in a smoke-filled room with an
airline official and a police officer at my side. On the table in front of me was one of

my suitcases.

The officials were very polite. They asked me to show them my passport my tick-
et and my baggage check. Then I was requested to open the suitcase and to spread out

its contents on the table.

I did as I was told. The moment I placed the alarm clock on the table the two of-

ficials looked at each other and smiled.

Hearing the clock ticking away merrily I suddenly understood. Someone must
have heard the ticking noise coming from my suitcase and thought there was a time
bomb hidden in it.

Comprehension of the Text

1. The man spent his last day in London
A visiting friends
B taking pictures
C buying some presents for his family
D All of the above



2. He bought as a present for his father.

A
B
C
D

a shirt
a woolen blanket
an alarm clock

a suitcase

3. The man went to the airport

A
B
C
D

by bus
by taxi
on foot

by underground

4. The man got off the plane ten minutes later because

A
B
C
D

he forgot one of his suitcases
he was asked to get off
he wanted to go out to smoke
he had lost his passport

5. Which of the following statements is true

A Alarm clocks are not allowed on board a plane.
B The man had a time bomb in his suitcase.
C The ticking noise of the alarm clock caused him a little trouble.
D The airline official and the police officer played a joke on him.
Translation
1. Para. 2

After travelling in a crowded bus and waiting in the noisy airport building I was

glad to be sitting in the plane at last.

2. Para. 6
I suddenly understood. Someone must have heard the ticking noise coming from my

suitcase and thought there was a time bomb hidden in it.

New Words and Expressions

alarm clock seat belt

to spread to tick

bomb



3 Have You Got a Nickname?

Do you know the origin of* nickname” This word is combined by two words nick
and name. The word nick came from the English word® eke” which means” also”
and if you say“ an eke name” quickly it sounds like” a nickname”. Then you must

have had some idea of what a nickname is.

At first people had only one name Thoms John Richard etc. and these names
were very numerous in English. So to tell one John from another for instance an ad-
ditional name was necessary. Sometimes the other name was a place name. John who
lived by the church was called John Church and John who lived on the hill was called
John Hill. That is how we get the common English names of Church Hill Field
Wood etc. They are quite common in England and in America. Some men were given
their fathers’ names. Thomas the son of Richard was called Thomas Richardson.

Many English family names end in* son”.

As far as the name Smith is concerned it is by far the commonest of English
names. Smith means a blacksmith and blacksmiths were very numerous in old times
far more numerous than they are now. Very often the second name was given accord-
ing to the work or occupation of the person. That’s how we get some family names
such as Taylor Farmer and Clerk. Sometimes a name was called after some charac-
teristics. For instance the first John Long was certainly a tall man just as the first
Mr. Small was undoubtedly a short man. And such names were nicknames once. Now
the word has changed its meaning it means a special name not a real name that is
used by a person’s friends and familiar acquaintances. Many nicknames are shortened forms
of the real names. General Montgomery’s soldiers always called him Monty for Mont-
gomery is too big a word for everyday use. But there is one peculiar class of nicknames that
are generally given to men who have certain family names. If a man’s name is Miller he is
nearly always nicknamed Dusty because a miller is generally covered with dusty flour. Sup-

pose you are called Inky at school this means you can’t keep your fingers clean from ink

Comprehension of the Text

1. This passage is mainly about

A The origin of your name



B The meaning of a nickname
C Names and nicknames
D Why people all have a name of their own
2. A nickname is
A your own name
B an additional name
C a family name
D a real name
3. The word® numerous” in Para. 3 means
A huge
B few
C important
D none of the above
4. How did some people in England or America in the past get their family names
A According to the profession of a person.
B After one’s hobby.
C By one’s appearance.
D Both A and C.

5. Christopher’s parents generally call him Chris because the word Christopher is
rather peculiar

A

B too familiar
C very big

D

a bit strange

Translation

1. Para. 2
So to tell one John from another for instance an additional name was necessary.

Sometimes the other name was a place name.

2. Para. 3
But there is one peculiar class of nicknames that are generally given to men who
have certain family names.

New Words and Expressions

origin nickname

S -



to combine numerous

common blacksmith
occupation characteristic
acquaintance peculiar
flour

4 Flephant

The elephant is the biggest four-legged animal in the world. It is also perhaps the

gentlest but not always

Elephants are like us in some ways. They live for a long time — fifty or sixty
years. They can remember things very well. They never forget great sadness or great
happiness. As a female elephant dies her daughters and her granddaughters will be

sad for many months. They never forget a dear friend.

Elephants are like us but they are also different. They live in families families of
females. There will be a few young males — a few" baby boys”. But the females will
soon send them away. An elephant family keeps only its daughters mothers and
grandmothers.

The females stay together for fifty sixty ... a hundred years. The older animals look

after the younger ones. The mothers teach their daughters and set a good example.

And what happens to male elephants Well the young males stay with their moth-
ers for a time. Then they must leave the family. A bull elephant does not often have a

friend. He lives apart away from the family and often away from other bulls.

Sometimes the females call a bull. He can visit them then and stay for a time. But
soon his wives and sisters send him away again. The females have a very happy family
life. What do the bulls think about it We don’t know.

Comprehension of the Text

1. Why do we say the elephant is not always the gentlest
A Because it does not like human beings.



Because it is not kind to all animals.
Because male elephants do not take care of the young.
Because an elephant family only keeps females.

male elephant lives away from his family .
when he is too old to take care of the females
to meet other bull elephants
to look for its own father

A
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some time after he is born

w
[S—
—

can be learned from the passage that

>

elephants like human beings have a very good memory
B only female elephants will feel sad about other elephants’ death
C a dear friend is most important to an elephant family
D what an elephant can remember is only sadness or happiness
4. The reason that a bull elephant does not often have a friend is that
A he never forgets the family he used to have
B he does not think it necessary
C he hopes to be back to the family later
D he lives alone most of his lifetime
5. Which of the following is true according to the passage
A Female elephants can usually live longer than males.
B No elephant can stay in its family till death.
C A male elephant never cares for family life.
D

Females play a major role in an elephant family.

Translation

1. Para. 2
They can remember things very well. They never forget great sadness or great hap-
piness. As a female elephant dies her daughters and her granddaughters will be sad
for many months. They never forget a dear friend.

2. Para. 6
Sometimes the females call a bull. He can visit them then and stay for a time. But
soon his wives and sisters send him away again.

New Words and Expressions

gentle female
10 -



to send away

5 Umbrella

To us it seems so natural to put up an umbrella to keep the water off when it rains.
But actually the umbrella was not invented as protection against rain. Its first use was
as a shade against the sun

Nobody knows who first invented it but the umbrella was used in very ancient
times. Probably the first to use it were the Chinese way back in the eleventh century
B.C..

We know that the umbrella was used in ancient Egypt and Babylon as a sunshade.
And there was a strange thing connected with its use it became a symbol of honour
and authority. In the Far East in ancient times the umbrella was allowed to be used
only by royalty or by those in high office.

In Europe the Greek were the first to use the umbrella as a sunshade. And the
umbrella was in common use in ancient Greece. But it is believed that the first persons

in Europe to use the umbrella as protection against the rain were the ancient Romans.

During the Middle Ages the use of the umbrella practically disappeared. Then it
appeared again in Italy in the late sixteenth century. And again it was considered a
symbol of power and authority. By 1680 the umbrella appeared in France and later
on in England.

By the eighteenth century the umbrella was used against rain throughout most of
Europe. Umbrellas have not changed much in style during all this time though they
have become much lighter in weight. It wasn’t until the twentieth century that

women’s umbrellas began to be made in a whole variety of colours.

Comprehension of the Text

1. According to this passage the umbrella was probably first invented
A in ancient China.
B in ancient Egypt
11 -



