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Unit One

Part A Comprehension Passages

1 Little Lady Starts Big War

Harriet Beecher Stowe poured her heart into her anti-slavery book., Uncle
Tom’s Cabin. But neither she nor her first publisher thought it would be a big
success. The publisher was so doubtful that he wanted her to split the publishing
costs with him, and all she hoped was that it would make enough money for her
to buy a new silk dress.

But when the first 5,000 copies were printed in 1852, they sold out in two
days. In a year the book had sold 300, 000 copies in the United States and
150,000 in England. For a while it outsold every book in the world, except the
Bible.

Within six months of its release, a play was made from the book, which ran
350 performances in New York and remained America’s most popular play for 80
years.

It might appear that Uncle Tom’s Cabin was universally popular, but this was
certainly not true. Many people during those pre-Civil War days— particularly de-
fenders of the slavery system—condemned it as false propaganda( yand poorly
written melodrama.

Harriet did have strong religious views against slavery (When asked how she
came to write the book, she replied, “God wrote it. ”), and she tried to convince
people that slavery was wrong, so perhaps the book could be considered propa-
ganda. But if so, it was true propaganda, because it accurately described the evils
of slavery.

Though she was born in Connecticut' in 1832, as a young woman she moved
to Cincinnati®, Ohio®, when her father accepted the presidency of newly founded
Lane Theological Seminary( ). Ohio was a free state, but just across the O-
hio River in Kentucky', Harriet saw slavery in action. She lived 18 years in Cin-
cinnati, marrying Calvin Stowe, professor of a college. In 1851, Harriet Beecher
Stowe began her book.

Its vast influence strengthened the anti-slavery movement and angered de-
fenders of the slave system. Today some historians think that it helped bring on
the American Civil War.



In fact, when Abraham Lincoln met Harriet at the White House during the
Civil War, he said, “So, this is the little lady who started this big war.”
1. Why did the publisher want Mrs. Stowe to split the publishing costs before
the publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin

2. As soon as Uncle Tom’s Cabin was published,
A) it sold better than any other book in the world
B) it became immediately a best-seller( )
C) it met with strong opposition from defenders of the slave system
D) it became universally popular
3. Some people disliked Uncle Tom’s Cabin because
A) they thought it poorly-written
B) they did not like false propaganda
C) it was an anti-slavery book
D) the book might bring about a terrible civil war
4. The following statements are true EXCEPT
A) The publication of Uncle Tom’s Cabin started a big war
B) Mrs. Stowe had witnessed the evils of slavery herself
C) Uncle Tom’s Cabin was strongly condemned by defenders of slavery
D) Mrs. Stowe wrote the book at the age of nineteen
5. When Abraham Lincoln called Mrs. Stowe “the little lady who started this big
war”, .
A) he was blaming her for starting the American Civil War
B) he was praising her for the great contributions she had made during the war
C) he thought she was almost a war criminal

D) he was talking about the great influence her book had produced

Words & Expressions

split [ splitt | w. , ;
outsell [aut'sel] ». ... ,  eeeees
release [ ri'lizs | wvr. ;
universally [ jumi'va:sali | ad. ;
condemn [ kon'dem | wvr.
amelodrama [ 'melodraima] 7. ;
in action ;

bring on )



Useful Structures

1. It might appear that...: —  «eeee eennee y e
2. If SOs. v v s tmmeee

Notes

1. Connecticut:( )

2. Cincinnati: ( )

4. Kentucky: ( )

2 The First Scientist

Who was the first scientist It wasn't Isaac Newton. Although he is generally
seen to be the greatest scientist who ever lived, Newton never thought of himself
as a scientist. He couldnt, for the word didn't exist in his time. Newton thought
of himself as a “philosopher”, a word that dates back to the ancient Greek think-
ers and comes from Greek words meaning “lover of wisdom”.

Newton thought of himself as just such a philosopher and the sort of thing he

studied was natural philosophy. Thus, when he wrote the book in which he care-

fullyrdescribed his three laws of motion and his theo y of universal gravitation—

the greatest book ever written — he called it The Mathematical Principles of
Natural Philosophy. The Greek word for “natural” is “ physikos” which, in

English, becomes “physical”. Natural philosophy might also be spoken of as
“physical philosophy” which can be shortened to “physics”.

As natural philosophy grew and expanded, all kinds of special studies devel-
oped. People began to speak of chemistry, of mathematics, and so on. Physics
was whatever was left over, so it did not suit as a general overall word for natural
philosophy. Yet some such short word was needed, for “natural philosophy” was
a long word. There did, for instance, exist the word “science” from the Latin
word, meaning “to know”. Gradually, the word “science” was used to mean nat-
ural philosophy.

Then about 1840, an English natural philosopher named William Whemell
began to use the word “scientist” to represent someone who studied and under-
stood that kind of science. In other words, a scientist came to mean a natural phi-
losopher. Only after 1840, could there have been anyone who thought of himself
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as a “scientist”. In that case, who was the first scientist

In that period, there was a great natural philosopher called Michael Faraday.
In fact, he was of the ten best of the time, and probably the greatest experiment-
er of all time. If Whemell thought of anyone as a scientist, I suppose he would

think of Faraday first. And if he did not, I will.

1. The first paragraph mainly tells us

2. Newton was not the first scientist simply because
A) he was a philosopher instead of a scientist
B) he made greater contribution in philosophic studies than in the field of sci-
ence
C) there was no such a word as “scientist” in his time
D) somebody else was more qualified to be called the first scientist than he was

3. The author regards Michael Faraday as the first scientist for the reason that

A) he had made great contribution in the field of science
B) he was of the ten best natural philosopher of his time and was the greatest
experimenter of all time
C) William Whemell, the first person who began to use the word “scientist”,
thought of him as the first scientist
D) he was the first person who had made great contribution in the field of sci-
ence after the word “scientist” came into existence
4. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1) Newton thought of himself more as a philosopher than as a scien-
tist.
2) In Newton’s time, “natural philosophy” includes not only philo-
sophy, but also physics, chemistry and mathematics.
3) The word “science” came from a Greek word meaning “to know”.
4) Only after 1840 was the word “scientist” used to represent someone
who was a specialist in a particular field of natural philosophy.
5) The author would agree with William Whemell if the latter would
think of Faraday as the first scientist.

5. Translate the underlined part into Chinese.




Words & Expressions

motion [ 'moufon] 7. ( ) ; .
agravitation [ greevi'teifon ] n.

expand [ iks'pend | w. ; ; ;

date back to

universal gravitation

leave over ; i e

3 Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain'

Most adults can’t draw. Other skills, such as handwriting and speech,
change and develop, but drawing does not. Even intelligent and successful adults
draw like children. Why

If someone was not good at reading, we would call the disability dyslexia (

). But no one has given the lack of ability to draw any special name at all,
because drawing is not an essential skill for survival in our culture. Few people
seem to notice that many adults draw like children, and that children give up
drawing at the age of nine or ten, when they reach the stage of realism. When
their drawings don’t look realistic they often become discouraged. Their teachers
usually tell them to look more carefully, but this doesn’t help because the child
doesn't know what to look for. But why doesn't a person see things clearly enough
to draw them

Recent research shows that we use the left and right hemispheres of our
brain for different mental functions. The left looks after speech and language; the
right takes care of visual information. Sometimes the two hemispheres work to-
gether, sometimes they work separately, and sometimes they conflict, with one
half trying to do what the other half knows it can do better.

All our lives, we learn to see things in terms of words: we name things and
we know facts about them. Our culture encourages the development of language
and thinking, and therefore the left brain hemisphere. Our schools do not encour-
age the right brain skills of imagination, visualization and the perception of space.
It seems that the right brain takes in visual information in the way we need to see
in order to draw, and the left brain takes in the same information but in a way
that seems to interfere with drawing.

Psychologist Robert Ornstein suggests that in order to draw, the artist must
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“mirror” things or see them exactly as they are. So you must turn off the left
brain and turn on the right brain, so that you can see the way an artist sees. The
best way to do this seems to present the brain with a task that the left brain can't

or won't perform.

1. According to the passage, most adults can't draw because
A) they do not have the skills of imagination, visualization and perception
B) drawing is not an essential skill for survival in the modern society
C) they cannot see things clearly enough in order to draw them
D) they do not know how to use the right side of their brain effectively
2. Most people give up drawing at the age of nine or ten
A) because they are not encouraged to carry on drawing
B) when they find their drawings unrealistic
C) when they find they cannot see things clearly enough to draw them
D) because the right hemisphere of their brain is not fully developed
3. The third paragraph mainly talks about
A) the different mental functions of our brains
B) the different functions of our left and right brains
C) the fact that our left and right brains sometimes work together, some-
times work separately
D) the fact that our left and right brains sometimes conflict
4. It can be inferred from this article that
A) a person who is not good at speech and language should try to use his left
brain less frequently
B) a man cannot be both a good speaker and a good painter
C) our culture should encourage the development of both the right and left
brains
D) a man who has problems with his right brain cannot be a good painter
5. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).
1) The left and right brains take in visual information in different
ways.
2) It can be concluded from this passage that an artist draws with his
eyes instead of with his hands.
3) We should try to avoid using our left brain when we are drawing.
4) The author of this article would most probably agree to the opinion
of the psychologist Robert Ornstein.



Words & Expressions

essential [1'senfal] a. ; , ;
survival [ so'vaival ] n. ;
realism [ 'rializom | n.
discourage [ dis'karidz ] w. , ,
hemisphere [ 'hemisfia | n.
visual [ 'vizjual ] a.
conflict [ 'konflikt ] n. ;
Vi, ;
perception [ pa'sepfon | n. ; .
interfere [ inta'fia | wi. , ; (in/with)

psychologist [ sai'kolad3zist | 7.

in terms of o ; seenss
Notes
1. Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain. , draw  “ ” ;
draw on “ . . .

4 Fire of Death

One day towards the end of January 1985 a 17-year-old cookery student, Jac-
queline Fitzsimons, was talking to friends in a corridor of the technical college,
when she suddenly complained of burning on her back. Seconds later, she was in
flames. Her screams brought horrified staff running to her aid' —they threw her
to the ground and tried to put out the fire. But on arrival at hospital Jacqueline
was suffering from 18 percent burns, and she died 15 days later.

Firemen who investigated her death could find no reason for the way Jacque-
line was burnt. They were surprised and puzzled to discover that although her
pullover had been on fire, the apron she was wearing over it was undamaged. Be-
cause no one had any idea as to what had set Jacqueline on fire, it seemed possible
that this might be a case of spontaneous human combustion (SHC) —the strange
phenomenon in which the human body bursts into flames without any visible
source of fire.

The belief that the body can burst into flames of its own accord has a long
history, and there have been several cases over the past 250 years. One of the
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earliest cases, that of the 61-year-old Countess Cornelia Bandi, had many typical
features. This took place in 1736.

The Countess had gone to bed after supper and, after talking to her maid for
an hour or two, she had fallen asleep. When the maid returned to wake her in the
morning, she found a terrible scene. The floor and windows of the bedroom were
covered with a yellowish liquid, and there was a strange smell. About a meter
from the bed was a heap of ashes, and two legs, undamaged, still with stockings
on. * Between the legs was a burnt head and everything else was ashes. What was
particularly strange was that nothing else in the room had been damaged by the
fire.

This same characteristic was also seen in a 20th century case: that of Dr ]J.
Irving Bentley, a retired doctor who had lived in a ground floor flat. The doctor's
remains were found in December 1966 by Don Gosnell, who entered the basement
of the building to read the gas meter. He was worried by the light blue smoke and
the pile of ashes he found in the basement, so he went up to Dr Bentley’'s flat.
There, in the bathroom, he found a large hole burned through the floor, and on
the edge of the hole, “a brown leg, from the knee down, like the leg of a doll”.
Apart from the leg and the pile of ashes in the basement, no other remains were
found. Again there was almost no damage to the bathroom. At the inquest into
Dr Bentleys death the coroner ( ) decided that Bentley had carelessly set fire
to himself — probably with a pipe — and had gone into the bathroom in search of

water. He had died from choking on the fumes.

1. The case of Jacqueline Fitzsimons surprised and puzzled the firemen because

A) they could find no satisfactory explanation to her death
B) her body was in flames but her dress was not damaged
C) her pullover had been on fire while the apron over it was not damaged
D) they had not seen any case like this before
2. What was particularly strange with the case of Countess Cornelia Bandi
A) She had been burnt to ashes without any visible source of fire.
B) Nothing else in her room had been damaged, including the stockings she
was wearing.
C) Her body had been burnt to a heap of ashes except her legs and head.
D) All of the above.
3. It can be inferred from the last paragraph that
A) the author disagrees with the coroner on the cause of Dr Bentleys death

B) Dr. Bentley must have set fire to himself carelessly



C) Dr. Bentley had been smoking in the room
D) Dr. Bentley had died from choking on the fumes of the fire
4. Which case seems to prove the case of “spontaneous human combustion” most
convincingly
A) The case of Jacqueline Fitzsimons death.
B) The case of Countess Cornelia Bandi's death.
C) The case of Dr Bentleys death.
D) All of the above.
5. Find out from this article all the words and phrases related to the word “fire”.

Words & Expressions

cookery [ 'kukori] n. ;
corridor [ 'korido: | n.

apullover [ 'pulouva ] n. ,
apron [ 'eipron | n.

aspontaneous [ spon'teinios | a. ;
combustion [ kem'bastfon | n.
countess | 'kauntis | n. ;
maid [ meid ] 7. ;
yellowish [ 'jelouif] a.
basement [ 'beismont | n.
doll [dol] n. ;
choke [ tfouk ] wi. ;

of one’s own accord ;

Notes

1. Her screams brought horrified staff running to her aid.
, come (go) to one’s aid; ( )

2. About a meter from the bed was a heap of ashes, and two legs, undamaged,

still with stockings on. ; ,
. , a heap of ashes, and two legs, undam-
aged, still with stockings on, about a meter from the bed ,
, undamaged still with stockings on  legs \



Part B Reading and Reciting

R A True, Good Student

What is meant by a true, good student A true, good student is one who
possesses good morality, sound health, perfect knowledge and various abilities.
To attain this end, I shall give a few suggestions as follows:

1) To cultivate good behavior. One of the best qualities of a student is good
behavior. It is by behavior that a gentleman distinguishes himself. ' Polite man-
ners and noble ideas make up a true man. * Such evil habits as smoking, drinking,
gambling, etc. should be got rid of. Whenever you find something wrong. cor-
rect it boldly. Don't shrink from righting the wrong.® You should examine your-
self frequently as to whether you are honest to your friends, sincere to your
teachers and the like. In short, you should do everything right.

2) To study diligently and put your knowledge to practical use. “Knowledge
is power.” Said Francis Bacon. One would not reach the rich storehouse of
knowledge unless he studies carefully. No diligence, no accomplishment. To ap-
ply knowledge to practical use is, however, more important. Many sages and he-
roes in history have been respected and worshiped by the people for hundreds of
generations merely because they had rendered great services to their country and
mankind. Indeed, they were great benefactors of the world. Students ought to
follow their example and apply their learning to something practical to benefit to
people.

3) To make your body strong and healthy. Health is the key to success.
Broken in health, one can do nothing. A sound mind is found only in a sound
body. * The healthier your body is, the brighter your mind will be, and you can
attain higher learning. A man’s body can be compared to the trunk of a tree,
while knowledge to the leaves and fruits. How can the leaves and fruits grow lux-
uriantly if the trunk of the tree is slender and weak ° So you should never neglect
your health. “Work while you work; play while you play” is a good way for eve-
rybody to observe.

With the foregoing three points in mind, one may be a “true, good student”.

Words & Expressions

morality [ mo'raeliti | n.
sound [ saund | a. ; ; ;
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attain [ o'tein | wt. ;

distinguish [ dis'tingwif] w. . ; .
gambling [ 'geemblin] n.
accomplishment[ a'kamplifment | n. ,

asage [ seidz] n. , ,

worship [ 'woifip | n. & wv. ;
render [ 'rendo ] wvt.
abenefactor [ 'benifaekts] n. ; ;
aluxuriant [lag'zjuerient ] a. ;
slender [ 'slenda] a. , ,

foregoing [ 'foigouin] a. 5

and the like ;
Notes
1. It is by behavior that a gentleman distinguishes himself. .
( ), distinguish oneself , (
)
2. Polite manners and noble ideas make up a true man.
3. Don't shrink from righting the wrong. , . shrink
from: ,

4. A sound mind is found only in a sound body. .

5. A man’s body can be compared to the trunk of a tree, while knowledge to the
leaves and fruits. How can the leaves and fruit grow luxuriantly if the trunk
of the tree is slender and weak ,

b o °

11



