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Learn about the Internet

@ Unit One

Welcome to the Web

[Para 1] The Internet and the World Wide Web are great
places to be right now. We use the term “place” because so many
of the things you can do online are similar to the things you can
do wherever people gather together — in homes, schools, librar-
ies, shopping malls, or at family reunions or town meetings.
The Net allows people to learn, shop. find crucial information,
and to participate in communities, whether they're local, global,
or simply virtual. In these chapters that we’ve written about the
Net, the World Wide Web, and Yahoo , we hope to convey just
a little of the excitement we feel when we make our way on-

line. ..
But Is It Useful

[Para 2] The Web is useful: You can find old friends on-
line. You can research and book flight reservations. Check the
weather. Check out your high school or college alma mater. Find
breaking news. Research political issues. Follow your stock
portfolio. Place a classified ad. And, of course, more and more
vendors are setting up shop on the Web. Books. CDs. Comput-
ers. Even cars. You can learn how to do some of these activities
in later sections of this tutorial.

[Para 3] The Internet is also fun. You can write to old
friends. Or check out their web pages. Browse through sites a-
bout weird stuff like ant farms, staring contests, and huge balls

of string. Enjoy web-based soap operas. Laugh at online paro-
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dies and jokes. Join in a live Net Event. Chat with other Internet
surfers. Pick a fake stock portfolio. Check to see if your name
appears anywhere on the Web. Do wacky random searches. Mil-
lions of users log on to the Net every day, and it’s not just to do
research. There’s a lot of fun out there. That’s one reason it’s

called web “surfing”.
I'm Just Browsing

[Para 4] Of course, the first step to using the Web for busi-
ness or for fun is learning how to work a “web browser.” If
you're new to computers, it may take awhile before you are com-
pletely comfortable with your browser. Don’t worry. You don’t
have to be a computer whiz. The basics of a web browser are
very much like the basics of modern computers — learning how
to point and click with the mouse (or trackball or trackpad or
other pointing device), learning how to scroll up and down a
page of text (use the mouse to move the marker along the shaded
bar at the right of the page, or just hit the space bar on your
keyboard) , and learning how to use pull-down menus. Again, be
patient. There’s no time limit on web surfing. Give yoursell a

chance to explore the browser itself while you explore the Web.
Bookmark Your Territory

[ Para 5] One of the most useful features of web browsers is
the “bookmark” (or “favorite place”). If you come to a web page
that you find particularly interesting or useful (like Yahoo ),
you'll probably want to come back to it again and again. The
easiest way to do this is to have your browser “remember” the
address. Different browsers have different ways of creating
bookmarks — some use pull-down menus and others have but-

tons right on the screen.
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[Para 6 ] Once a bookmark is created, you can then easily
return to that web page by pulling down the bookmark menu and
selecting the appropriate entry. Another good skill to learn is
how to edit the text of a bookmark. The default text for a book-
mark is contained in the web page you're bookmarking, and it’s
not always the most useful title. By editing the bookmark text,
you can make sure that your bookmarks are clear and effective.
The point is: Take the time to learn how bookmarks work in

your browser.
Ready, Steady, Go

[Para 7] So, after starting to learn how your browser
works, where do you go What do you do There’s no right an-
swer to this one. The Internet doesn’t have a front door. But
there are lots of ways to get started. Make a bookmark to an In-
ternet guide like Yahoo or a search engine like Alta Vista or Ly-
cos. Explore. Search for web sites about one of your hobbies.
Fishing. Mountain bikes. Crosswords puzzles. Find web sites a-
bout your home town. Follow links to other sites listed on the
site you're visiting. Just go find web sites. Read 'em, bookmark
’em, print ‘'em out. Send the URLs (the web addresses) to
friends. Ask friends and coworkers for recommendations. Now
you're networking. Now you're surfing the Web. Congratula-

tions

Definition
Uniform Resource Locator (URL)

Each item on the Web has a unique address used to identify
it. The URL of this page is: http: // howto. yahoo. com/chap-
ters/1/5. html. Visit Yahoo Internet Life if you're interested in
decoding the meaning behind URLs.



Internet Service Provider (ISP)

A company or institution that allows users to connect their com-
puter or computers to the Internet, either through a dial-up con-
nection or a leased line. Over half of all Internet users reach the
Web via an ISP, as opposed to a proprietary service like America
Online. Yahoo lists ISPs under its Internet Services: Access
Providers category, as well as under their refVlective reBional lo-

cations.

Tie

No matter where you are in Yahoo , there are always two quick
ways to return to Yahoo ’s main page. 1) Click on the Yahoo

banner at the top of most pages. It’s that graphic with all the let-
ters in red. Or, 2) Click on “Home” the first word at the
start of every Yahoo category title. Example: “Home > Arts
> Artists”

Site

If you'd like to keep track of just how useful the Web can be,
head on over to Incredibly Useful Site of the Day. Every day.
the folks at Yahoo Internet Life offer an example of something

useful online.

Link

The connection between one web page and another. On the
Web, a link can be either text or graphics. Often a browser will
indicate links by coloring them differently than plain text or

graphics. Sometimes, links are referred to as “hyperlinks” or e-
ven “hotlinks” P

New Words & Exeressions

online [ 'onlain | adv.
crucial ['krufal] adj.
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n.

n.

vi.
n.
vt.
adj.
adv.

n.

community [ ke'mjurniti ]
virtual [ "vertfual]
convey [ kon'vei |
reservation [ irezo'veifan |
Alma Mater [ ‘eelmo'meito |
portfolio [ pait'fouljou ]
vendor/vender [ 'vendo]
tutorial [ tju(:) torial ]
weird [ wiod ]

opera [opara ]
parody [ "pacradi |

live [ laiv ]

wacky [ "weiki |
browser [ 'brauzo]
whiz [ wiz ]
trackball [ "treekbo:l ]
trackpad [ "traekpeed |
bookmark [ 'bukmak]
territory [terit(a)ri |
default [ di'forlt ]
recommendation] ;rekomon’deifan |n.
network [ network |
decode [ di'koud ]
proprietary [ pro'praiotori |
incredibly [in'kredibli]
hyperlink ["haipalink |
hotlink [ hotligk]

Seecial Terms

The World Wide Web



breaking news

stock portfolio

log on to the Net

web surfing

web browser

pull-down menu

shaded bar Windows
space bar ( )
bookmark menu

web page

search engine

dial-up connection

leased line

main page

Abbreviation(s)

ad. advertisement

CD compact disk

URL Uniform Resource Locator

ISP Internet Service Provider

Notes

1. [Para1] ... so many of the things you can do online are simi-
lar to the things you can do wherever people gather together
— e are similar to

2. [Paral] the Internet,the World Wide Web,the Net

the Web o

3. [Para 2] book flight reservations ; follow your
stock portfolio ;s place a classified ad.

4, [Para 3] soap operas ( ,

.); Pick a fake stock portfolio ;



log on to the Net .

. [Para 4] The basics of a web browser are very much like the

basics of modern computers — learning how to point and click
with the mouse (or trackball or trackpad or other pointing de-
vice) , learning how to scroll up and down a page of text (use
the mouse to move the marker along the shaded bar at the
right of the page, or just hit the space bar on your keyboard) ,

and learning how to use pull-down menus.

learning how . (D)
learning how to point and click with the mouse (

)3 (2) learning how to scroll up and down a page of
text ( ); (3) learning how to use
pull-down menus ( ).

[Para 4] the marker along the shaded bar

;s space bar .
[Para 6 | The default text for a bookmark. . .
default R ; Take
the time to learn how bookmarks work in your browser. Take

“ ”»

the time to do sth. s s

8. [Para 7] Read ’em, bookmark ’em, print 'em out. ‘em

them, web sites,

Exercises

Ex. 1 Tell whether the following statements are true or false

according to what you've learned from the passage :

1.

What you can do in homes, schools, libraries etc. you can al-

so do online.

. The Net, the World Wide Web, and the Yahoo are different

names for the same thing.

. Online you can buy and sell stocks, but you cannot buy or sell

large items, f. g. cars.



Ex.

—_

—
Ul

17.
19.
21.
23.

25.
27.

W = O N U1 W

One of the reasons the Internet is called web “surfing” is its
funny feature.

Web browser is hard to work, you have to take a lot of time
to learn before you are completely comfortable with it.

If you want to create a bookmark to remember the web pages
you find interesting or useful, you must use pull-down men-
us.

In order to make your bookmarks clear and effective, you
should learn how to edit your bookmarks.

Working a web browser means networking, or surfing the

Web.

2 Put the terms into Chinese .

the World Wide Web 2. find old friends online
book flight reservations 4. breaking news

place a classified ads 6. set up shop on the Web
web pages 8. browse through web sites
internet surfer 10. a fake stock portfolio

log on to the Net 12. web browser

a computer whiz 14. point and click with the

mouse

scroll up and down a page 16. the space bar

of text

pull-down menu 18. create a bookmark
the default text 20. a search engine
web site 22. links to other sites

Uniform Resource Locator 24. Internet Service Provider

(URL) (ISP)
dial-up connection 26. a leased line
America Online 28. home page

Ex. 3 Put the following sentences into English :

1.

b b
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, “ home” , .

Ex. 4 Read and translate the following passage and then tell

whether the following statements are true or false:
What is the Internet

In essence the Internet is a term used to describe thousands
of computers, spanning over 65 countries. Some people may lik-
en this to a single entity, but this is not true. The Internet is
transitory, ever changing, reshaping and remolding itself. Ordi-
narily a collection of thousands of computers world wide might
not attract so much attention. However people are using this
new medium in ways that simply was not possible a mere five
years ago. Here is a short list of things the Internet has been
used for in the last few years.

@ Two Chinese students in Beijing alert the world to a dy-

ing girl mysterious illness, thanks to the Internet. Doc-
tors from around the world help the Chinese doctors di-
agnose and save her life.

@® A man in New York, yearning for a fresh start explores
the possibilities of living in Santa Cruz, without leaving
his home.

@ A boy in Canada learning how to use computers becomes
a cyber pen-pal with a girl in Japan.

@ From war torn Bosnia appeals for food and medical sup-
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plies issue forth via email and newsgroups.

@ A man in Iowa locates a lost family member, now living
in Brazil.

@® A Judge calls the Internet “The single most important
advancement to freedom of speech since the writing of
the Declaration of Independence”.

@ A college student sends email to his/her parents asking
for more money, corresponds via email with his/her pro-
fessors and works on a project, collecting data from
questionnaires sent out via email.

Just how were all these things made possible The Internet.

The single largest telecommunications system ever conceived by

humankind.
How Big is the Internet

It’s difficult to judge the size of the Internet. People and
systems are being added daily. However, it is estimated that in
the United States alone, 27. 5 million people are connected to the
Internet.

There are over 150,000 unique domain names in the US a-
lone.

Some of the largest Internet Search Engines have over 30
million web documents listed, with an annual growth rate excee-
ding 28%.

In the newsgroups there are over 15,000 distinct and differ-
ent groups in which to exchange ideas and conversation.

There are 65 countries currently connected to the Internet.

in essence , ; span vt. , ;
liken [ laikon] vt. (to)  --* e

entity [‘entiti] n. ;

transitory [ traenzitori] adj. ) 3
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