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内 容 提 要

  提高英语阅读能力的关键在于加大训练量 ,通过反复实践 ,

培养出语言感和一种临场的熟练反应。本书依照《大学英语四级

考试大纲》的要求编写 ,其目的在于迅速提高学生的阅读水平和

应试能力。

本书由 50个单元组成 ,每个单元 4 篇短文 ,每篇为 250～350

个单词 ,每个单元为 1 200～1 400 个单词 ,全书选材广泛 ,体裁多

样 ,文章通俗有趣、易学易记 ,有助于锻炼读者的定时定量阅读能

力、迅速摘取信息的能力和概括推断能力。

此为试读,需要完整PDF请访问: www.ertongbook.com



前   言

《大学英语四级阅读 200 篇》(第四版 )是根据《大学英语教学

大纲》(修订本 )、《大学英语四级考试大纲》及《大学英语教学大纲

通用词汇表》( 1～4 级 )修订的。这次修订是在对 1997 年以来的

四级考试真题阅读部分进行认真、深入分析研究的基础上进行的。

修订版除保留了原有的特点及精华外 ,对内容进行了大刀阔斧的

更换。在选材、题型、生词注解、篇幅及难易度等方面与真题更加

一致。使用本书能使学生迅速提高阅读水平 ,达到《大纲》的要求 ,

顺利通过大学英语四级考试。

本书由 50 个单元组成 ,按大学英语四级考试样题阅读理解部

分的形式 ,每个单元 4 篇短文 ,并配有 20 个阅读理解题 ,每篇短文

约 250～350 个单词 ,文章的难易程度与四级考试中阅读理解部分

相近 ,每个单元的总单词数为 1 200～1 400 个。

本书选材广泛 :有科普常识 ,有人物传略 ,有英语国家的风土

人情、日常生活、社会、文化教育等方面的内容。全书体裁多样 :有

叙述文、说明文、议论文等。文章由浅入深 ,循序渐进 ,可读性强。

对影响阅读理解的超纲词加注了汉语释义。

本书旨在培养学生能顺利阅读并正确理解语言难度中等的一

般性题材的文章 ,掌握中心大意 ,了解说明中心大意的事实和细

节 ,能根据所读材料进行一定的分析、推理和判断 ,了解作者的观

点和态度 ,阅读速度达到每分钟 70 词。在阅读篇幅较长、难度略

低、生词不超过总词数 3 %的材料时 ,能正确理解中心大意 ,抓住

主要事实和有关细节 ,阅读速度达到每分钟 100 词。

本书可供学生自读自测 ,也可作为阅读教材及强化训练之用。

开始时阅读速度可慢些 ,以后逐渐加快 ,达到阅读完一个单元的时
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间为 35 分钟 ,这个时间包括完成每单元中的 20 个练习题。

本书出版以来深受广大读者的欢迎 ,已发行了数十万册。为

了满足广大读者的要求 ,根据一些院校老师和学生的意见 ,这次修

订比过去任何一次都更加彻底、更加全面、更加与四级考试中的阅

读内容相一致。

《大学英语四级阅读 200 篇》(第四版 )由杨荣泉主编 ,郭晓红

和田桂荣任副主编 ,参加编写工作的还有宋士华、姜保华和杨晓

靖。在此向参加第三版修订的王颖、李玲、刘巧和周晓莉表示衷心

的感谢。

由于编者水平有限 ,时间仓促 ,谬误疏漏之处在所难免 ,望广

大读者及同行专家不吝赐教。

杨荣泉

2003 年 5 月

—2—



目   录

Unit One 1⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Two 9⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Three 18⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Four 27⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Five 36⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Six 44⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Seven 53⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Eight 62⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Nine 72⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Ten 81⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Eleven 90⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Twelve 99⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Thir teen 108⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Four teen 117⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Fifteen 126⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Sixteen 134⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Seventeen 143⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Eighteen 151⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Nineteen 160⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Twenty 169⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Twenty-One 178⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Twenty-Two 186⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Twenty-Three 195⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Twenty-Four 204⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

—1—



Unit Twenty-Five 213⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Twenty-Six 222⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Twenty-Seven 230⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Twenty-Eight 239⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Twenty-Nine 249⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Thir ty 258⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Thir ty-One 266⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Thir ty-Two 274⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Thir ty-Three 283⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Thir ty-Four 293⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Thir ty-Five 302⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Thir ty-Six 312⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Thir ty-Seven 321⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Thir ty-Eight 330⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Thir ty-Nine 339⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit For ty 347⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit For ty-One 357⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit For ty-Two 365⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit For ty-T hree 374⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit For ty-Four 383⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit For ty-Five 392⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit For ty-Six 401⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit For ty-Seven 410⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit For ty-Eight 419⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit For ty-Nine 427⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Unit Fifty 435⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Answer Key 443⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

—2—

此为试读,需要完整PDF请访问: www.ertongbook.com



Unit One

Passage 1

T he earliest method of exploiting this power was to make

water turn a wheel . T his system , in which the force of water

was used directly , had one great disadvantage . Factories which

used it had to be built on the bank s of fast flowing st reams, but

these were often located in inaccessible , thinly popula ted areas ,

which made transpor tation of good s difficu lt .

When the steam engine was invented it soon replaced flow-

ing water as a source of power ; new factories sprang up in the

coal fields . Coal and oil— reserve of power also ultimately de-

rived from the sun — are not always found in accessib le p laces ,

but they have the advantage of being port able .

In the 20th century the situation changed and water once

more became a vital source of power . Methods were devised for

producing elect ricity from the energy of rivers . Once the initial

capit al has been recovered , elect ricity from this source is usually

cheaper than oil and coal , which are expen sive to ext ract (开采 )

and tran spor t . T he grea t advantage of hydroelectric power is

that na ture constan tly renews the water that provides the power .

Coal and oil are fuels that can only be u sed once .

Not all rivers are ideal for generating elect ricity . A suitable

river mu st have an adequat e flow of wat er , and ideally there

should be a steep fall . A st eep waterfall is ideal , becau se it con-
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cent rates the energy of gravity in to a short distance . T he amount

of water in the river , moreover , should not vary too much from

season to season . T his mean s tha t there must be adequate rain-

fall throughout the year . The river must be fairly near the indu s-

t rial cen ters which will utilize its power , for the greate r the dis-

tance the electricity has to t ravel , the more power is wasted .

1 . f you want to make water turn a wheel , you should keep in

mind the difficulty to .

A . use it directly

B . carry goods out

C . cross the fast flowing st ream s

D . find enough workers

2 . he steam engine soon replaced flowing water because

.

A . coal and oil a re derived from the sun

B . coal and oil are not always accessible

C . coal and oil a re por table

D . coal and oil a re found in thinly-populated areas

3 . ft er using coal and oil for a time, people find the advanta-

ges of water over coal and oil as .

A . it is easy to recover the initial capital

B . it is as cheap to use water as to use coal and oil

C . it is nature that renews the water without any cost

D . it is difficu lt to ex tract and t ransport coal and oil

4 . ll of the following are required for an ideal river EXCEP T

that .

A . there s hould be energy of gravity

B . there should be a steep fall

C . the river should be near indust rial cen ter s
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D . there should be an adequate flow of water

5 . t can be inferred from the passage that if people want to es-

tablish a wa ter power sta tion , they will most probably go to

.

A . the mountainous areas B . the plains

C . the lake areas D . the river mouth s

Passage 2

When you take your car—or , indeed , any piece of machiner-

y — to be repaired , it is generally an advantage to ask for an es-

timate . You should make sure an estimate is clearly listed so that

you can check it afte rwards . T hen you cannot be charged for un-

necessary work . Sometimes the repair cannot be accurately esti-

mated until some par ts have been dismantled . If so , authorize

this amount of work first and ask for an accura te estimate aft er it

has been done .

Wages and methods of costing diffe r from garage to garage .

Some garages pay their mechanics a flat rate per hour and pay

one time and a half for overtime . Other s add a fixed percentage

per hour to the hourly rate . T hey pay for the over time at the

same rate .

Garages which have an incentive (激励的 ) scheme pay the

mechanic a part , usually thir ty per cent or thirty-three and one-

third per cent , of what the customer is charged . They don’t

usually pay atten tion to the time the mechanic has taken . T he

charge to the customer is based on manufacturer’s suggest ed

time-schedules for work . For example, if the time allowed is

three hour s and the mechanic takes two and a half, the customer

is charged for three hours . The mechanic receives thir ty per cent
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of the total amount charged , not thir ty per cent of the charge for

the two and a half hours he actually worked on the job .

Labor charged to customer s covers not only the cost of wa-

ges but also overheads (管理费 ) . To get the cost per hour of the

overheads , divide the cost of running the works hop itself by the

number of hours of work available . T hen add to th is an amount

for profit .

6 . he word“dismantled”in the fir st paragraph most probably

means .

A . taken apart B . taken away

C . taken off D . taken over

7 . t is impor tan t to obtain a clearly lis ted-estimate so that

.

A . you will always obtain a lower price

B . you will get bett er service

C . you will not have to pay for unnecessary work

D . you will not have to pay any over time

8 . echanics are paid .

A . at an hourly rat e

B . according to the skill needed

C . in a number of differen t ways

D . by a percentage of the total overheads

9 . ccording to the passage , which of the following does the

customer not have to pay for ?

A . Labor charges . B . Overheads .

C . The estimate . D . T he profit .

10 . ow can a mechanic estimate the cost of a job ?

A . He is unable to estimate it .

B . H e can charge a percentage of the total works hop costs .
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C . H e can use the manufacturer’s schedules .

D . H e can ask the customer .

Passage 3

Many private institu tions of higher education around the

count ry are in danger . Not all will be saved , and perhaps not all

deserve to be saved . T here are low-quality schools ju st as there

are low-quality businesses . We have no duty to save them simply

because they exist .

But many promising institu tions that deserve to continue are

threatened . T hey are doing a fine job educationally , but they are

caught in a financial squeeze, with no way to reduce rising costs

or increase income significan tly . Raising tuition (学费 ) doesn’t

bring in more income, for each time tuition goes up , the enroll-

ment (招收人数 ) goes down , or the amount that must be given

away in student aid goes up . Schools are bad businesses , wheth-

er public or private , not usually becau se of mismanagement but

because of the nature of the enterprise . They lose money on ev-

ery customer , and they can go bankrupt either from too few

students or too many students . Even a very good college is a

very bad business .

I t is such colleges , promising but th reatened , that I worry

about . Low enrollment is not their chief problem . Even with full

enrollments , they may go under . Effor ts to save them , and pref-

erably to keep them private, a re a national necessity . T here is no

basis for arguing that private schools are inheren tly bet ter than

public schools . T here are many examples to the cont ra ry . Any-

one can name stat e universities and colleges that rank as the fi-

nest in the nation and the world . It is now inevitable that public
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institu tions will be dominant (占主导地位 ) , and therefore diver-

sity(多样性 ) is a na tional necessity . Diver sity in the way we

suppor t schools tends to give us a healthy diversity in the forms

of education . In an imperfect society s uch as ours , uniformity of

education throughout the nation could be dangerou s . In an im-

perfect society , diversity is a positive good . Suppor ters of public

higher education know the impor tance of s ustaining priva te high-

er education .

11 . ccording to the author’s opinion schools are bad businesses

because of .

A . mismanagement B . too few students

C . too many students D . the nature of schools

12 . he author used the phrase“ go under”in the th ird para-

graph to mean .

A . get in to difficulties B . have low enrollment

C . have low tuition D . bring in more money

13 . e can reasonably conclude from this passage that the author

made an appeal to the public in order to support .

A . public institu tions B . priva te schools

C . uniformity of education D . high quality of education

14 . hich of the following is NOT t rue ?

A . High-quality private schools deserve to be saved .

B . If the tuition is raised , the enrollment goes down .

C . here are many cases to show that public schools are bet-

ter than privat e schools .

D . Private schools have more money than public schools .

15 . hich of the following ways could possibly save private

schools ?

A . Raising tuition .
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B . Full enrollment .

C . National awareness and suppor t .

D . Reduction of rising costs .

Passage 4

Sylveste r and I are watching television adver tisements be-

cau se we need information for a class research project . We have

to discuss realism and distor tion(扭曲 ) in television adver tising ,

and so we are looking for examples of distor tions and falsehoods

in television commercials . The question we are asking is ,“ Is the

commercial t rue to life , or does it offer an unreal picture of the

product ?”

Sylveste r is keeping t rack of the distor tion s , and he already

has quite a long list . H e says that all housewives seem to live in

lovely homes , dress beautifully , and love their household

chores . They s mile and boast about floor waxes and proudly dis-

play their dir ty laundry , dusty tabletops , and dir ty ovens . In ad-

dition , he had never seen men doing housework . Sylvester thinks

that this view of family life is filled with distortions .

I am keeping t rack of the people who appear in the adver-

tisements . I have found handsome men cour ting (求爱 ) the All-

American Girl , and they are alw ays recommending brand X

toothpast e or brand Y cologne (科隆香水 ) . I see t eenagers and

children s urrounded by their friends , having wonderful times at

par ties and a t school, and they are us ually enjoying large harmo-

nious family gatherings . I th ink that these adver tisements are al-

so filled with distortions .

Sylveste r and I have concluded that much of American life is

pictured unrealis tically in commercials . Teenagers do not always
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have fun a t par ties , and very few people love doing chores . Peo-

ple do have problem s, but few of these are ever shown in com-

mercials .

16 . ylvester is keeping track of .

A . adver tisements showing brand X

B . advertising distor tion s

C . adver tisements showing housewives

D . both A and C

17 . ousewives in adver tisements are .

A . disgusted with laundry

B . happy with their chores

C . cour ted by men using cologne

D . none of the above

18 . he best title for th is passage is .

A . Our Research Project

B . Keeping Track of Television Advertis ing

C . Distor tions in Television Adver tising

D . Beautiful People on TV

19 . he author fou nd unrealistic adver tisements picturing

.

A . school teachers B . city people

C . suburban housewives D . happy teenagers

20 . eople’s real problems are .

A . the basis for all adver tising

B . distor ted by commercials

C . never s hown in commercials

D . told honestly in commercials
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Unit Two

Passage 5

Where money goes ? About 70 per cent of the average house-

hold’s spending goes for necessities such as housing , food ,

clo thes and health care . To be able to afford these items and still

have money lef t for nonessentials such as t ravel and enter tain-

ment, most families find themselves economizing and watching

their pennies . The same problem of matching limited resources

with seemingly endless demands confronts bu sinesses and public

agencies .

T hat is essen tially what the economy is all about—making

choices on how to use limited resources of money , manpower ,

machinery and materials , whether it involves a s hopper deciding

wha t to buy in the supermarket or a manufacturer deciding what

line of goods to produce .

Choices made in the economy involve a continuous tug of

war(拔河比赛 ) between con sumer s and producers over price .

If many bu sinesses are offering a product and there is p lenty

of it to satisfy the needs of all con sumer s , a producer will be

forced to sell at a price not fa r above costs in order to keep from

being stuck with a lo t of unmarketab le supplies . This is why , for

example, the prices of fresh fruits and vegetab les normally drop

during the summer months when s uch produce is in abundance .

However , a low price— especially if it falls below what it
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costs a seller to make the goods—will discourage production ,

perhaps drive the high-cost producer s out of business or force

them to make something else .

Again using an example from agricu lture, fa rmers periodi-

cally plan t less wheat or raise fewer cattle if the prices for those

goods give too lit tle retur n for the costs involved .

21 . ost families need to be carefu l about spending money be-

cause .

A . they need money for both essen tials and nonessentials

B . they need to match limited resources

C . they s pend 70% of their money on nonessentials

D . he bu sinesses and public agencies demand endlessly from

them

22 . he writ er , in order to , tells us that most families

save money .

A . explain clear ly what the nature of economy is

B . n t roduce the new topic—the war bet ween cons umers and

producer s

C . nswer the question at the beginning of the passage,

“Where money goes ?”

D . suggest ways to save money

23 . res h fruits and vegetables are sold at low prices when

.

A . heir cost has dropped because of mass production

B . there are a lot of unmarketable supplies because of h igh

cost

C . it is easy for fruits and veget ables to become rotten in

s ummer month s

D . there are more than enough in markets
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