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Unit 1

Question 1to 5 are based on the following passage:

| am always amazed when | hear people saying that sport creates goodwill between the nations, and that if
only the common people of the world could meet one another at football or cricket, they would have no inclination
to meet on the battlefield. Even if one did not know from concrete examples (the 1936 Olympic Games, for
instance) that international sporting contests lead to orgies ( ) of hatred, one could deduce it from general
principles.

Nearly al the sports practiced nowadays are competitive. You play to win, and the game has little meaning
unless you do your utmost to win. On the village green, where you pick up sides and no fegling of local patriotism
isinvolved, it is possible to play simply for the fun and exercise. But as soon as the questions of prestige arises, as
soon as you feel that you and some larger unit will be disgraced if you lose, the most savage combative instincts
are aroused. Anyone who has played even in a school football match knows this. At the internationa level, sport is
frankly mimic warfare. 1 But the significant thing is not the behaviour of the players but the attitude of the
spectators, and, behind the spectators, of the nations who work themselves into furies over these absurd ( )
contest, and seriously believe — at any rate for short periods — that running, jumping and kicking a ball are
teats of national virtue.

1. The writer questions the assumptionthat .
A. people enjoy sport
B. thereare genera principle governing sport
C. sport makes war lesslikely
D. gportisenjoyed by common people
2. According to the writer, the only purpose of competitive gamesis____ .
A. beating your opponent
B. getting plenty of exercises
C. havingfun
D. doing your best
3. A competitive sportsman islikely tofeel __if heloses.
A. patriotism B. savage
C. shame D. even more competitive
4. At the international level
A. theplayersare at war with each other
B. the spectatorstake part in the sporting contests
C. nation appear to be at war with one another
D. sport brings out the best qualitiesin anation
5. The word “savage” (Line 4, Para .2) probably means
A.  wildest
B most serious
C.  most frightening
D

most dangerous
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Questions 6 to 10 are based on the following passage:

The advantages and disadvantages of a large population have long been a subject of discussion among
economists. It has been argued that the supply of good land is limited. To feed a large population, inferior land
must be cultivated and the good land worked intensively. 2 Thus, each person produces less and this means a
lower average income than could be obtained with a smaller population gives more scope for specialization and the
development of facilities such as ports, roads and railways, which are not likely to be built unless there is a big
demand to justify them.

One of the difficulties in carrying out a worldwide birth control program lies in the fact that official
attitudes to population growth vary from country to country depending on the level of industrial development and
the availability of food and raw materials. In the developing country there a vastly expanded population is pressing
hard upon the limits of food, space and natural resources, it will be the first concern of government to place a limit
on the birthrate, whatever the consequences may be. In a highly industrialized society the problem may be more
complex. A decreasing birthrate may lead to unemployment because it results in a declining market for
manufactured goods. When the pressure of population on housing declines, prices also decline and the building
industry is weakened. Faced with considerations such as these, the government of a developed country may well
prefer to see aslowly increasing population, rather than one which is stable or in decline.

6. A small population may mean___ .
A. higher productivity, but alow average income
B. lower productivity, but a higher average income
C. lower productivity and alower average income
D. higher productivity and a higher average income
7. According to the passage, alarge population will provide achance for developing .
A. agriculture
B. transport system
C. industry
D. nationa economy
8. Inadeveloped country, people will perhaps go out of work if the birthrate .
A. goesup
B. goesdown
C. remainsstable
D. isout of control
9. According to the passage, slowly rising birthrate perhapsisgood for .
A. adeveloping nation
B. adeveloped nation
C.  every nation with abig population
D. every nation with asmall population
10. Itisno easy job to carry out agenera plan for birth control through out theworld because .
A.  therearetoo many underdeveloped countriesin the world
B underdevel oped countries have low level of industrial development
C. different governments have different views of the question
D. even developed countries may have complex problems
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Questions 11 to 15 are based on the following passage:

People are always talking about the problem of youth. If there is one — which I take leave to doubt — then
it is older people who create it, not the young themselves. Let us get us get down to fundamentals and agree that
the young are after all human beings — people just like their elders. There is only one difference between an old
man and a young one: the young man has a glorious future before him and the old one has a splendid future behind
him: and maybe that is where the rub( ) is.

When I was teenager, I felt that I was just young and uncertain  that I was a new boy in a huge school , and
I would have been very pleased to be regarded as something so interesting as a problem. For one thing, being a
problem gives you a certain identity, and that is one of the things the young are busily engaged in seeking.

I find young people exciting. They have an air of freedom, and they have not a dreary( )
commitment( ) to mean ambitions or love of comfort. They are not anxious social climbers, and they have no
devotion to material things. All this seems to me to link them with life, and the origins of things. It is as if they
were, in some sense, cosmic beings in violent and lovely contrast with us suburban creatures. 3 All that is in my

mind when I meet a young person. He may be conceited( ), ill-mannered, presumptuous( )

or fatuous( ), but I do not turn for protection to dreary clichés( ) about respect for elders—as if

mere age were a reason for respect. I accept that we are equals, and I will argue with him, as an equal, if I think he

is wrong.

11.  What’s the main difference between young people and old people?
Old people think of the young as “ a problem.”

Old people create this “ problem” of age difference.

Old people have a past; young people have a future.

o0 w >

Old people and young people forget they are all human beings.
12.  One of the things young people wanttodoisto .
A. find out who they are
B. make sure they become” a problem”
C. feel uncertain about themselves
D. feel they are in a huge school
13.  According to the writer, young people ______
are conceited, ill-mannered or fatuous
don’t see life in the same way their elders do

don’t have any ambitions

o0 w >

come from another planet
14. The write doesn’t believe that ____
A. people automatically deserve respect because they are old
B. young people and old people are equals
C. you should argue with young people if they are wrong
D. young people have any faults

15. That’s what I when I meet a young person.

A. am annoyed with
B. care about
C. objectto

D. think about
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Questions 16 to 20 are based on the following passage

There is no denying that students should learn something about computers work, just as we expect them at
least to understand that the internal — combustions engine( )has something to do with burning fuel,
expanding gases and pistons( ) being driven. For people should have some basic idea of how the things that
they use do what they do. Further, students might be helped by a course that considers the computer’s impact on
society. But that is not what is meant by computer literacy( ). For computer literacy is not a form of
literacy It is a trade skill that should not be taught as a liberal art.

Learning how to use a computer and learning how to program one are two distinct activities. 4 A case

might be made that the competent citizens of tomorrow should free themselves from their fear of computers. But

this is quite different from saying that all ought to know how to program one. Leave that to people who have
chosen programming as a career. While programming can be lots of fun, and while our society needs some people
who are experts at it  the same is true of auto repair and violin-making.

Learning how to use a computer is not that difficult, and it gets easier all the time as programs become more
“user-friendly.” Let us assume that in the future every one is going to have to know how to use a computer to be a
competent citizen. What does the phrase “learning to use a computer” mean? It sound like “ learning to drive a
car ” thatis, it sounds as if there is some set of definite skills that ,once acquired , enable one to use a computer .

In fact, “learning to use a computer” is much more like “learning to play a game,” but learning the rules of
one game may not help you play a second game, whose rules may not be the same. There is no such a thing as
teaching someone how to use a computer. One can only teach people to use this or that program and generally that

is easily accomplished.

16. To be the competent citizens of tomorrow, people should ____

A. try to lay a solid foundation in computer science

B. be aware of how the things that they use do what they do

C. learn to use a computer by acquiring a certain set of skills

D. understand that programming a computer is more essential than repairing a car
17. In the second paragraph “violin-making” is mentioned to show that ___

A. Programming a computer is as interesting as making a violin

B. our society needs experts in different fields

C. violin-making requires as much skill as computer programming

D. people who can use a computer doesn’t necessarily have to know computer programming
18. Learning to use a computer is getting easier all the time because ______
A. programs are becoming less complicated
programs are designed to be convenient easier

programming is becoming easier and easier

O 0w

programs are becoming reading available to computer users

19. According to the author, the phrase “learning to use a computer” (Line 3, Para. 3) means learning .
a set of rules

the fundamentals of computer science

specific programs
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general principles of programming
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20. The author’s purpose in writing this passage is

A.

B.
C.
D

to stress the impact of computer literacy
to explain the concept of computer literacy
to illustrate the requirements for being competent citizens of tomorrow

to emphasize that computer programming is an interesting and challenging job
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Unit 2

Questions 1 to 5 are based no the following passage:

“Charge it!” If those two words sound familiar, it is no wonder. Over 75 million Americans use credit cards to
pay for everything from tickets on American Airlines to AAA car rental( ). And the number of cardholders
increases every month. In fact, most Americans receive at least two or three credit card applications in the mail
every month. Why have credit cards become so popular?

For a merchant, the answer is obvious. By depositing charge slips in a bank or other financial institutions, the
merchant can convert credit card sales into cash. In return for processing the merchant’s credit card transactions
( ), the bank charges a fee that ranges between 1.5 and 5 percent. Typically, small, independent businesses pay
more than large stores or chain stores. Let’s assume that you use a Visa credit card to purchase a microwave oven
for $400 from Richardson Appliance, a small retailer in Texas. At the end of the day, the retailer deposits your
charge slips, along with other charge slips, checks, and currency collected during the day, at its bank. If the bank
charges Richardson Appliance 5percent to process each credit card transaction, the bank deducts a processing fee
of $20($400%0.05=$20) for your credit card transaction and immediately deposits the remainder ($380) in
Richardson Appliance’s account. Actual bank fees are determined by the volume of credit card transactions, total
dollar amount of credit sales, and how well the merchant can negotiate.

For the consumer, credit cards permit the purchase of goods and services even when the funds are low.
Today most major credit cards are issued by banks of other financial institutions in cooperation with Visa

International or Master Card International. (1) The unique feature of bank credit cards is that they extend a line of

credit to the cardholder, much as a bank’s consumer loan department does. Thus credit cards provide immediate

access to short-term credit for the cardholder, who instructs the bank to pay the merchant immediately and
reimburses ( ) the bank later. Of course, the ability to obtain merchandise immediately and pay for it later can
lead to credit card misuse. Today the average American cardholder has a credit card balance in excess of $2,00.
And with typical financial charges ranging from 1 percent to 1.5 percent a mouth, you can end up paying large
finance charges. For example, if you carry a $2,000 balance on your credit card and your credit card company
charges 1.5 percent a month, your monthly finance charge will be $30 ($2,000x0.015=$30) and the monthly

finance charges continue until you manage to pay off your credit card debt.

1. If the two word” Charge it” sound familiar in America, that means this phenomenon seems .
A. boring B. confusing C. surprising D. usual
2. If you use a visa credit card to purchase a television that costs $300 from a department store, how much does

the bank charge a fee at least?

A. $20 B. $4.5 C. $30 D. $25
3. Today the average American cardholder has a credit card balance in excess of .
A. $2,000 B. $2,00 C. $400 D. $380

4. In the next few years, the number of cardholders will ____.

A. stay the same B. come down C. ebb and flow D. goup
5. We may infer from the passage that ____.

A. the author describes the case as it is

B. the author is for credit card

C. the author is against credit card

D. the author is very much worried about the problems caused by credit card
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