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Why is it easier for people of high social status to
secure elite positions Many parents
think that instead of watching a lot of TV their children should
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1. main idea

2. details & facts

3. inference

4. vocabulary

5. viewpoints tone or purpose

6. reference

7. conclusion

8. source

questions incom-

plete statements
1. main idea



main idea title subject theme topic key point main thesis

What is the passage focused on

What is the passage mainly about

What is discussed in the passage

What can be concluded from the passage

What does the passage mainly primarily discuss

What is the main subject topic idea of the passage

What is the main topic for this passage

What would be an appropriate title for this passage

What would be the best title for this passage

The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

passage mainly deals with

central point of the passage is

main idea of the passage is

selection is mainly primarily concerned about
title for the passage would might be

most suitable title of the passage is

passage chiefly concerns

passage as a whole tends to

passage suggests that

details & facts

who what when where why how



When did sb. do sth.

Who was the first one to do sth.
How often does sb. do sth.
Why did sb. do sth.

Where did ... happen

According to the passage what causes ...

According to the passage in what way is sth. similar to sth.

According to the passage what happened to ...
Sb. is ... because

Some people do sth. because

The reason why ... is that

A characteristic of sth. is that

inference

infer inference imply implication suggest
What is implied in the sentence" ”

What can be inferred from the passage

We can may infer from the passage that .

The author implies that

else

In Line X the sentence statement® ...” implies that .

It can be easily guessed that

It can be inferred from the passage the last sentence that .

It is implied suggested in the passage that
What is implied but not stated is that .

vocabulary
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or thatis

meaning replacement definition

According to the context the word phrase expression term in Line X most probably

means

According to the context the statement® ...”" probably means

In Line X the word phrase expression term could be correctly replaced by
By* ...” the author means

The expression® ..." probably refers to

What is nearest in meaning to' "

What does the word phrase expression term” ...” mean

How does the author define the italicized word® ...” in the passage

viewpoints tone or purpose

mood opinion attitude intention tone

What is the tone of the passage

What is the author’s attitude opinion intention

How does the author feel about ...

What does the author think of ...

What is the author’s primary main purpose in the passage
The tone of this passage is

The author’s attitude toward’ ..." is best described as one of



The author’s main primary purpose of the passage is to

A. Attitude
positive approving negative critical neutral
detached impartial suspicious
doubtful questioning compromising tolerant
indifferent unconcerned concerned worried
optimistic pessimistic confident
interested
B. Tone
humorous serious ironic sarcastic mocking
playful cynical sentimental
emotional angry indignant somber
formal informal casual persuasive
pleading
C. Opinion
subjective personal biased opinionated
objective impersonal informative
factual matter-of-fact
6. reference
What does the word® it” in Line X stand for
In Line X the word® it” “ this” “ that” “ these” * those” “ they” refers to
7. conclusion
to sum up to summarize to conclude in a word in
brief in summary in short

conclude conclusion

What is the conclusion of the passage

What is the conclusion of the second paragraph
What can be concluded from the passage
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What conclusion does the author draw
The author eventually comes to the conclusion that
It can be concluded from the passage that

We can conclude from the passage that

8. source

Where would this passage most probably appear

What most likely follows this passage

What could most probably be discussed before after the passage
The passage is most likely a part of

The passage is most probably taken from

The passage can best be described as

This article will be published in

The main idea topic of the preceding paragraph might would be

public speech news article journal-

ist interview lecture biography autobiography
scientific or research report advertisement preface intro-

duction
questions incom-
plete statements “ ” 10
about
that



As he enters school the child is both proud of his past achievements and apprehensive
about his ability to learn. He resents nothing more than being belittled. By this time there
are probably at least 6 000 words that he knows well and comprehends accurately the vocab-
ulary of many children is much greater than that. Yet he may very well be presented with ba-
sic readers that will treat him as though he possesses no vocabulary at all. For example all
four preprimers in one widely distributed series of readers contain only 78 extremely simple
words which are endlessly repeated. The basic primer of the series adds but another 104
words. This limited word usage is typical of the most widely used series.

Imagine how we would feel if in conversation or in our reading we were suddenly reduced
to no more than 2 percent of the words we commonly feel we need to express ourselves and
only the simplest words at that. We would be angry at being belittled so offensively and
would surely feel that such reading was not worth the effort. The child feels the same way
only more so because he is much more insecure about his abilities to begin with. I worked
with one fourth-grader who had learned to like reading but still had a hard time reading
aloud and occasionally blocked when asked to do so because he had painful memories of the
first grade he had felt so ashamed then of the stupid things he was required to read aloud
that he had resented all reading for a long time afterward ...

If the stories we use in teaching our children to read do not reflect purpose greater pur-
pose that is than killing time or getting through the day  if they do not give the child im-
mediate pleasure and add meaning to his life by opening up new perspectives — if in short
these stories fail to provide the child with deep satisfactions — then they also unintentionally
belittle reading itself. Children want to be taken seriously and unless we do so they will
have a hard time being serious about the things we want them to achieve such as becoming
literate. If however we were to give them stories that respect school and learning and
more important stories that respect children by depicting their contributions to family life
and to society at large as more significant than just being cute or having fun then we would

not need to worry later about their lack of interest in reading and in matters of the mind.
Questions

1. In the second paragraph the writer asks us to imagine whose position we are in

2. How does the writer expect us to feel in that situation




Why does the child feel angrier than we do

According to the writer what is wrong with the stories now taught in our schools

The passage is mainly about

In the child’s position.
Imagine how we would feel if in con-
versation or in our reading we were suddenly reduced to no more than 2 percent of the
words we commonly feel we need to express ourselves and only the simplest words at

that.

The child feels the same way
In the child’s position.
He expects us to feel angry.
We
would be angry at being belittled so offensively and would surely feel that such reading

was not worth the effort.

10

Because he is much more insecure about his abilities.

The child feels the same way only more so because he is much more

insecure about his abilities to begin with.

They fail to provide the child with deep satisfactions.

§ If
the stories we use in teaching our children to read do not reflect purpose greater purpose
that is than killing time or getting through the day if they do not give the child imme-
diate pleasure and add meaning to his life by opening up new perspectives — if in short
these stories fail to provide the child with deep satisfactions — then they also unintention-
ally belittle reading itself.
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. in short these stories fail to provide the child with deep satisfactions...

in short

5. how to teach children to read at their beginning stages

The long years of food shortage in this country have suddenly given way to apparent
abundance. Stores and shops are choked with food. Rationing is virtually suspended and
overseas suppliers have been asked to hold back deliveries. Yet instead of joy there is wide-
spread uneasiness and confusion. Why do food prices keep on rising when there seems to be
so much more food about Is the abundance only temporary or has it come to stay Does it
mean that we need to think less now about producing more food at home No one knows
what to expect.

The recent growth of export surpluses on the world food market has certainly been unex-
pectedly great partly because a strange sequence of two successful grain harvests in North
America is now being followed by a third. Most of Britain’s overseas suppliers of meat too
are offering more this year and home production has also risen.

But the effect of all this on the food situation in this country has been made worse by a
simultaneous rise in food prices due chiefly to the gradual cutting down of government sup-
port for food. The shops are overstocked with food not only because there is more food avail-
able but also because people frightened by high prices are buying less of it.

Moreover the rise in domestic prices has come at a time when world prices have begun
to fall with the result that imported food with the exception of grain is often cheaper than
the home-produced variety. And now grain prices too are falling. Consumers are beginning
to ask why they should not be enabled to benefit from this trend.

The significance of these developments is not lost on farmers. The older generation have
seen it all happen before. Despite the present price and market guarantees farmers fear they
are about to be squeezed between cheap food imports and a shrinking home market. Present
production is running at 51 per cent above pre-war levels and the government has called for
an expansion to 60 per cent in five years but repeated Ministerial advice is carrying little

weight and the expansion programme is not working very well.
Questions

1. Why is there® wide-spread uneasiness and confusion about the food situation in Britain”



