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DAt

Creative Failure in College Exam

UNIT OVERVIEW

Objectives

By
1.
2.

the end of the unit, students will be better able to

talk and write about the importance of creativity and imagination during college study;

use about 30 new words and 10 new phrases and expressions in brief conversations, translation
and preliminary writing tasks;

use “ask if...” and “one argues (believes, points out) that...”;

4. read material of a similar topic and degree of difficulty;

know how to use exact words in writing in terms of their connotations and denotations.

Prerequisites

1.

2
3.
4

Students should read Text A for the main idea before they come to the class sessions.

. Some type of audio player should be furnished in class, at least for the first period of instruction.

Tapes of the listening material should be available during class hours.

. Text B should be used for class reading activities. Students should not read Text B before they

come to class.

Proposed Unit Duration

4~8 class hours (50 minutes each)

Suggested Time

jHiiN Part I 5 5 Wrist e 1 VI 2% Part I1: i 57 5 5 50 Part I11: 5753

VR 1 2 3 4

WH  OcHEW | BRIl | ZEWTUL | BATES) RSCA | BICA 2 WX B | 5%

S¥BfF 10~20 | 10~20 30~60 15~30  35~70 | 25~50 | (25~50) + @ 30~60 | (20~40) +
A1 fiE
PRAMEN PRAMEN

Total: 200~400 min.



PART I LANGUAGE SKILL

KEY WORDS MADE EASY

Approximate Time: 10~20 min.

Suggested Teaching Procedures

1. Instruct students to read aloud these ten sentences and make out the meaning of each italicized word

while reading. Tell them that these words are important throughout the unit.

T: To begin with, let’s read some interesting sentences, each containing one word that may be

new to you. You should read aloud each of these sentences and tell what the highlighted word
means. Try to understand some of the sentences without knowing the meaning of the “new”
words in them. Remember, these 10 words are important in this unit. While you do various

learning activities in this unit, you may refer to them as necessary. '

Reference for Vocabulary Teaching

1. failure — fail (v.); failing (adj.) h

2. colleague - col-(together with)+league (partner in office); a fellow member, especially in
a profession

3. score — syn. record; credit; mark; point

4. judgment - judge (v. & n.)

credit — believability; trust; good reputation; mark of the completion of a course of

study

6. competent — competence (n.) ; syn. able; capable; qualified

7. formula - pl formulas or formulae; a mathematical statement of some logic relations

8. proportion — a part considered in relation to a whole

9. instructor - instruct (v.); instruction (n.); syn. preacher; teacher

0. discontent - dis-(not)+content (satisfaction) )

' All the subsequent Teacher’s remarks are for reference only.
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2. When students finish, let them check their guesswork against the vocabulary list, if necessary, in the
glossary section of their books. If time allows, present some additional information about those
words as listed in the box above. Play the audio player and let students listen to these sentences and
answer the follow-up questions. In case an audio player is not available, the instructor may read each

follow-up question and let students answer it.

T: Now please turn to the glossary at the end of your book. Find these words in the list and see
if your guess is close to the meaning provided. [ guess you are much impressed with these
“new” words now. Why not listen to these sentences so that you are more impressed? Notice
that after each sentence is read to you, there will be a question. You are to answer the ques-

tion without referring to the printed sentences.
3. Advise students to memorize the sentences after class.

T: Now class, I advise that you memorize these sentences after class. They are short and easy,
aren’t they? And these words are useful for college students, they appear in your college life
and study. For example, you all want to get perfect SCORES in tests so that you can get
CREDITS from your professors and INSTRUCTORS who are mostly COMPETENT teachers.
They instruct you to be creative and to make your own JUDGMENT, not to follow blindly
dead rules and FORMULAE. In this way, your study at college can be a success, not a FAIL-
URE.

“ Listening Drill for Key Words Made Easy Section

1. RV" John didn’t pass the exam, but he doesn’t take it as a failure.
Q: Is John one of the students who failed in the test?
A: Yes. But he doesn’t take it as a failure.

2. RV: Professor Wang and I are colleagues; we work at the same university.
Q: What is the relationship between you and Professor Wang?
A: Professor Wang and I are colleagues.

3. RV: Jane is the best student in the class; she always gets a perfect score in tests.
Q: How well does Jane always do in her tests?

A: She always gets a perfect score in tests.

'RV stands for “Recorded Voice”; Q for “Question”; A for “Answer”. These abbreviations are used for this section throughout the

book, unless specified otherwise.
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: In my judgment, the student’s answer to the question is correct.
: What do you think about the student’s answer to the question?

: In my judgment, his/her answer is not wrong.

: I’11 get four credits for the College English course this semester.
: How many credits will you get if you pass the College English course this semester?

: I’11 get four credits if 1 pass the course.

: Professor Smith is a competent teacher; I learned a lot from him.
: Is Professor Smith a good teacher? Did you learn from him?

: Yes. He is a very competent teacher and I learned a lot from him.

: We have to use a special formula to find the answer to this math problem.
: How can we find the answer to this math problem?

: We have to use a special formula.

: This picture lacks proportion; the man’s head is too big for the body.
: What’s wrong with the picture?

: The man in the picture is out of proportion.

: Miserable! Our language instructor makes us do a lot of grammar exercises.
: Who makes you feel miserable and why?

: Our language instructor makes me unhappy because he/she wants us to do a lot of

grammar exercises.

10. RV:

Mary is not happy with her test result, but she doesn’t want to show her discontent.

: What does Mary want to do with her test result?

: She doesn’t want to show her discontent.

KEY EXPRESSIONS IN USE

Approximate Time: 10~20 min.

Suggested Teaching Procedures

1. Instruct students to take some time studying the five key expressions listed in the box. Then ask

them to read aloud the sentences that follow. Tell them to pay attention to the way the expressions

are used

in the sentences.



T: Next, you shall study five useful expressions. They are listed in the box. When you feel you are
Sfamiliar with these expressions, read them aloud, paying attention to the way they are used in

context.

2. Instruct students to listen to the sentences. Tell them to be ready to briefly answer the question that

follows each statement.

T: Now let’s listen to the sentences. After each sentence, you will hear a question. You are to an-

swer the questions briefly, using the expressions you just learned.

“ Listening Drill for Key Expressions in Use Section

1. RV: Mr. Green is a competent instructor; he really stands for the prize.
Q: Mr. Green is going to get a prize. What do you think about it?
A: He really stands for it.

2. RV: Facts are collected and set up against my judgment.
Q: They have collected some facts. What do you think of them?
A: T hope they are not set up against my judgment.

3. RV: You’d better have another try; it won’t be another failure.
Q: What are you asked to do?

A: I am asked to have another try.

4. RV: I’m really fed up with all these math formulae!
Q: What do you think of these math formulae?
A: 1 am really fed up with them.

5. RV: With a good sense of proportion in mind, my colleague was able to solve the problem.
Q: How did your colleague solve the problem?

A: He/She solved the problem with a good sense of proportion in mind.

Eglit



COMMUNICATIVE PRACTICE

Approximate Time: 30~60 min.

“ Tuning In

Words in Sound

For this section students are to work independently for about three minutes. It is important to instruct

students to repeat the words after they hear them and to search for their Chinese meanings in the box.

If time allows, it is also advisable to have students repeat the sentences while filling in the blanks with

the correct words.

T: Now, we’ve come to listening comprehension practice. Let’s first review some words that will

appear in the listening material. Let’s do this activity in three minutes. Remember, each time a

word is read to you, you should repeat it aloud while finding its Chinese meaning on the right

of the box.

Idioms in Use

. The professor tells us exactly how to do the fieldwork.

L -
|mag|.nat|on & T%ji 1. We often need to be creative to solve problems.
creative #ﬁT@J e 2. To be creative is good, but we also need to be accurate.
a.ccuréte T ﬁlz ‘ 3. My imagination helps me get high grades in college.
L?'OIOQ'S’[ i h# K 4. Creative thinking helps me make As for my classes.
fieldwork FHA R 5. A biologist is more accurate in his work than an artist.
vh (15l Em
solve Fe A (1AL 6. You want to be creative in word spelling! Are you crazy?
direction E:R 7
Craz'y ﬁfﬁ\k Hy 8. Rebels are ones who want to break rules.

society e 9. We have to follow the professors’ directions.

rebel R

—
=]

. We are living in a society of rebels and dreamers.

In this practice, after students have finished listening and comparing, take a few seconds to explain the

following phrases:

like

crazy
freak out

be messed up
end up (with, in)

a “verbal filler” that does not add any meaning to a statement. It is very
common in informal conversations among young Americans.

mad, having lost reason; often used to express surprise or disbelief

get upset, angry, or distressed

be foolish or misguided

become finally; have the result in the end



“Listening Comprehension

Dialogue A

Alert students to a fresh beginning and play the recording of Dialogue A once. Ask students to check

their comprehension. Provide the key and explain if necessary.

T: Okay. So far so good. I guess you are all ready to listen to an interesting conversation. Who

are doing the talking? What are they talking about? Answer these questions after listening.
Ready? Go!

Transcript of Dialogue A

Mike:

Ally:
Mike:

Ally:

Mike:
Ally:

Mike:
Ally:
Mike:
Ally:
Mike:

Ally:

Mike:

Ally:

Mike:

Ally:

So, Ally, do you think your imagination helps you get
high grades in college?

What do you mean?

You know, being creative, using your imagination.
Does it help you make an “A”?

What kind of question is that? If I wanted to be creative, I’d be an artist, not a biology
major.

So you don’t think biologists need to be creative?

Well, we might need to be creative to solve problems, I guess, but we need to be accu-
rate, too.

So, do you think our biology class gives us a chance to be creative?

Maybe when we do fieldwork.

I don’t think so.

Why not?

Well, we have to follow the professors’ directions. The professor tells us exactly how to
do the fieldwork, and we do it.

Like little biology machines?

Exactly.

And we can’t be creative in the exams, either.

Yeah, they just want the same answer from everyone.

Right, we just have to, like, show that we know the facts. No creativity or anything.

Key to Listening Comprehension of Dialogue A

1. The two speakers are college  students .

2.B
3.A
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Dialogue B
Briefly comment on what was learned in Dialogue A. Instruct students to get ready for Dialogue B. Play

the dialogue.

T: Now let’s listen to what is talked about in Dialogue B. (Play the recording.)

Transcript of Dialogue B

Mike: So, Ally, do any of your classes give you a higher grade for being creative?

Ally: T don’t know. Well, maybe writing class. Writing’s a creative activity, right?

Mike: I’m not so sure about that. I told my writing teacher she should give me extra marks for
creative spelling. She totally freaked out.

Ally:  Creative spelling! Are you crazy? 1 guess, for me, being creative in writing means, like,
choosing different words and stuff. We still have to have some rules for spelling and
grammar and all that.

Mike: I think there are too many rules. College should teach us how to break the rules.

Ally:  Mike, that’s totally messed up. We’d end up with a society of rebels.

Mike: Rebels, poets, dreamers! We need people who know how to break the rules.

Ally:  OK, I see what you mean, but I still don’t think we should have creative spelling.
Key to Listening Comprehension of Dialogue B
. Ally seems to believe that writing  is a creative activity.

.B
. To Ally, being creative in writing means choosing different words (and stuff) .

. Mike says that people who know how to break rules are rebels, poets and dreamers .

1
2
3
4. According to Mike, college should teach us how to break the rules .
5
6. B

Speaking Task

In this section, students are encouraged to speak in pairs or groups. The teacher mainly acts as a facili-
tator, guiding students’ performance whenever appropriate. To begin with, remind students that they

should use words, expressions and ideas they have acquired in the previous learning activities.

T: In this section you have the opportunity to show what you can say about creativity and imagi-
nation in your school work. You have so far learned some words, expressions and ideas that
can help you talk about this topic. Remember to use them in your oral practice. If you need my
help, raise your hand so that I can come over. Now let me play the dialogues once more, lis-

ten carefully and see if that can help you speak.



