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Unit One

Part Warming-up Exercise

Training focus: Listening with tasks

Hints on listening
Listening with tasks

Unsuccessful listening happens when the learners equate® listening” with sitting
back and letting a largely meaningless sequence of sounds wash over them . On the other
hand, a successful listener listens with a specific purpose in mind . You ask yourself what
youre listening for . Are you listening for general understanding of the whole lecture or
conversation ? Or are you listening for specific information ? Listening with tasks helps
you to be more attentive in the listening process and you will become a more efficient lis-

tener .

Directions: You are going to hear 8 historical facts . For each fact there is aquestion or alis
tening task . Listen for the relevant information and finish the following tasks and questions
briefly . The first one has been done for you .
1. he King of England who couldn't speak English .

Question: Why couldn’t this king speak English ?

He Was born and brough upin Ger many and never Learned to speak Endish .
2. orldWar had a different name .

Question: What was World War originally called ?

3. apoleon not French; Hitler not German; Churchill only half British .
Question: What was the background of each of them ?

4 . hatif Churchill had retired at sixty-five ?
Question: What if Churchill had retired at sixty-five ?

5. eople aged 582 years in one night .
Question: What was the cause of this funny phenomenon ?




6 . ome things never change .
Listening task: List some of the things that never change .

7 . apoleon never met his waterloo in Waterloo .
Question: Where did Napoleon meet his fina defeat ?

8 . Xxpertscan bewrong too .
Listening task: Experts can not always give right predictions. List some of the wrong
predictions they have made .

Part Lecture

Pompeii

A . Training focus: Ildentifying events told in chronological order

Hints on listening
Focusing on chronology

Chronology is a way of telling something in the order in which it happened . Most of
the historical events and the stories of historical figures are told in chronological order, i .
e ., they arerelated in the order in which they happened . When we listen to these stories

—or events, we
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should listen for dates and time expressions, suchas 79 A .D " * for about three days’,

as time went by” in this lecture . T hese time expressions and dates will help us to under-
stand the sequence or order of events .

B . Preview of vocabulary

Study the following new words and statements . Familiarize your selves with the sounds of the
words and their definitions . T his will help you to understand the lecture better .
metropolitan  constituting a large urban area

Today many people live in metropolitan areas .

Bay of Naples :

Pompeii was located on the Bay of Naples.

Mount Vesuvius :

T he city of Pompeii was at the foot of Mount Vesuvius .

cinders ashes

It lay undisturbed beneath heaps of ashes and cinders.

archeologist scientists who study ancient cultures through remains
Archeologists began to digin the area.

excavations digging for objects of archaeological interest

Soon excavations were undertaken .

air raid ar attack

Some of the ruins were badly damaged by air raids.

hermetic so tightly or perfectly fitting as to exclude the passage of air

seal tight or perfect closure

Ashes and cinders that accompanied the eruption formed a hermetic seal about the town .
plaster a mixture of lime, sand, and water

Liquid plaster was poured into some of the molds by the excavators .

C . Listening Tasks

Task 1 Initia listening

Listen to a talk about the destroyed city of Pompeii . Focus on how this ancient city was de-
stroyed, forgotten and found . Notice the time expressions and what happened after each of
them .

Task 2 Listening for specific information

Below is alist of events that took place in the lecture . Listen to the lecture again and write

down the time expression for each of the events .

1. , many rich Romans go to the mountains to escape the city
3




and heat .
, ayoung boy visited his uncle in Pompeii .

3 . The eruption lasted

4. , an ltalian farmer uncovered a part of a wall of the ancient

city of Pompsii .
5. , much of the ancient city of Pompeii was uncovered .

6 . , several houses were found in one street, each with a balcony

on the second floor .

Task 3 Trueor false

Listen to the ta k and decide whether the following statements are true or false . If the state-
ment istrue, put a T on the line next to the number of the statement . If the statement is
false, put an F on theline and make the correction .

. Rome was located at the foot of Mt . Vesuvius.

. Most of the people of Pompeii were able to flee the city and to escape death .

. Pompeii was buried under twelve feet of volcanic ash .

. Pompeii lay buried and forgotten between 79 A D . and 1748 .

he Italian farmer was looking for treasure when he discovered the ancient city .

o o1 A W DN P

. New discoveries continued to be made throughout the 19th century and into the
20th .
. All the city remains have been excavated .

\l

8 . The remnants of all the victims of the disaster were found in the ruins of Pom-
pei .

Part Listening Expansion

The City of Pompeii

Task 1 Preview of vocabulary

Y ou are going to hear someone talking about Pompeii in the documentary Ancient Rome . Be-
fore listening, work in pairs or groups and look at the words or phrases below . Use a dic-
tionary to check any unknown vocabulary .

nestle aresort town soak up the sun balmy bay breezes
antiquity chariot exotic spices takeout food
takeaways staples ferment sawdust

fresco miniature tiles cement

Task 2 Listening for specific information
Listen again and fill in the table with the relevant information you hear . T he first example is
written out for you .

4



. The life of the citizens of Pompeii

a hectic and prosperous life

N

. The transportation vehicle in Pompeii

. Where did the citizens get fresh bread ?

W

. Where could acitizen have a quick snack ?

.What is a thermopolyea ?

.What were the Roman staples ?

.What is’ garum” ?

. How was a Roman's wealth reflected ?




Unit Two

Part Warming-up Exercise

Training focus: Listening for specific information
Directions: Y ou are going to hear 8 facts about American presidents . For each fact thereis a
guestion or alistening task . Listen for the relevant information and finish the following tasks
and questions briefly . T he first one has been done for you .
1. he amazing coincidence of presidential deaths on Independence Day

Listening task: Write down the names of these three Presidents .

John Adams.Thomas Jefferson.Jame Monroe .

2 . id the US always have a President ?
Question: During which period did the US go without a President ?

3. €l the President he's not the President .
Listening task: On the election night in November 1916, many people thought Charles
Evans Hughes was elected US President over Woodrow Wilson . Tell briefly what hap-
pened later that night .

4 . oosevelt was the youngest President .
Listening task: List the other two young Presidents and their ages when they were elec-
ted .

5. ennedy, Lincoln similarities topped off as Kennedy is shot in Lincoln .
Listening task: List as many similarities as you can .

6 . om couldnt vote for son to be President .
Question: For how many years were American women ineligible to vote in presidential e-
lections ?

7 . ashington never lived in the White House .
Question: Where did helive ?




8. eran for mayor and lost; he ran for President and won .
Question: Who is this man ?

Part Lecture

T E . Lawrence: Lawrence of Arabia
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A . Training focus: Listening and note-taking

Hints on listening
Concentrating through note-taking

If we listen passively to alengthy lecture, our mind will often wander and our atten-
tion will lessen . We are sitting and listening, but that may be al we are doing; however,
if we listen actively—that is, when we are listening and taking notes on what we are lis-
tening to—we have to pay more careful and constant attention to what is being said . That
IS because we are trying to transform what we hear into an understandable, abbreviated
written form .

Most students find it hard to listen and write notes at the same time .1t isdifficult at
first, but you will learn to do so with practice . In note-taking, you only write down the
words that carry the most information . We call these words content words . While taking
notes, you can use abbreviations and symbols to save time . You may develop your own
symbols and abbreviations, but you must make sure they are not confusing . Here are




= eguals; is the same as; means

# does not equad ; is different from; is not the same as
< is less than

> |s greater than; is more than; is more important than

B . Preview of vocabulary

Study the following new words and statements . Familiarize your selves with the sounds of the
words and their definitions . T his will help you to understand the lecture better .
intelligence section the branch of the army that collects secret information
Lawrence was assigned to the intelligencesection of the British army .

weld join

He managed to weld the scattered Arab forces into a fighting unit .
guerrilla-type operate in small groups to harass and carry out sabotage
Lawrence and his Arab friends used guerrillatype tactics .

sabotaging deliberate damaging or destroying

It was the sabotaging of the supply trainsin Heaz .

enlist enroll in military

tank corps military force using tanks

He enlisted in the Royal Air Force and later in the British tank corps .
pseudonyms false names

Both times he enlisted under pssudonyms.

seclusion the condition of being cut off from others

anonymity not being known or identified by name

In his later years, he sought seclusion and anonymity .

C . Listening tasks

Task 1 Initia listening
T he lecture youre going to hear is the story of T .E . Lawrences told agai nst the background
of the start and the finish of World War .Youll get the general information about his life
before, during and after WW . T he speaker uses certain words and phrases to tell the chro-
nology of his life, words and phrases such as the following:

He was born on August 15, 1888,

When he was in college,

When WW  broke out in 1914,

At that time,

While fighting alongside the Arabs,

After WW  ended,

From 1921 to 1922,



On August 30, 1922,

Task 2 Listening for genera information

Y ou're going to listen to the lecture again and take notes this time . The lecture outline has
been provided for you .

| . ife before World War

Il . ifeduring World War

[11 . ifeafter World War

Task 3 Multiple-choice questions
In the following exercise, you will hear 8 questions . Youre to pick up the right choices that
answer the questions . Y ou should refer to your notes when making your choices .

1. a) In the summer of 1888 . (b) Inthe fal of 1888 .
(c) In the winter of 1888 . (d) In the spring of 1888 .
2. a) From 1916 to 1917 . (b) From 1916 to 1918 .
(c) From 1916 to 1920 . (d) None of the above .
3. a) The Arab . (b) The British .
(c) The Turkish . (d) None of the above .

4 . a) In thedivision of the Royal Air Force .

(b) In the intelligence section of the British army .

(c) In the Middle East Division of the Colonial Office .

(d) British delegation to the Paris Peace Conference .
5. a) Hereturned to Arabia .

(b) He became an archeologist .

(c) He sought fame and glory .

(d) Heenlistedin the Royal Air Force.

6. a) In August, 1888 . (b) In August, 1922 .
(c) In March, 1923 . (d) In May, 1935.

7. a) He was almost 45 years old . (b) He was amost 47 years old .
(c) He was almost 49 year old . (d) He was almost 51 years old .

8. a) Asaheroand a saint . (b) As aconfused and weak man .
(c) Asa courageous leader of men . (d) All of the above .



Part Listening Expansion

100 People in 1000 Years

Task 1 Listening for genera information

Y ou are going to hear a section from the documentary 100 People in 1000 Years . T he narra-
tor introduced 100 influentia people in the last one thousand years . All of the people are lis
ted in countdown order . T he following list contains eight of them, from No .78 to No . 71 .
Match each name with the relevant information in the right column according to what you

hear .
| sabella rebellion against the roya family
T homas Hobbes He freed Venezuda, Ecuador .
T he Beatles conductindg” the underground railroad”
Gregory Pincus the working class kids from Liverpool
Enrico Fermi She bankrolled Christopher Columbus .
Princess Diana the father of birth-control pills
Simon Bolivar master of radioactivity
Harriet Tubman rule of law

Task 2 Listening for details

What exactly has each of them done to make himself or herself an influential person ?Listen
to the recording again and take brief notes on what each of them did . You may use short
phrases or abbreviations .

1. sabdla

2 . homas Hobbes

3. he Beatles

4 . regory Pincus

5. nrico Fermi

6 . rincess Diana

7 . imon Bolivar

8. arriet Tubman
10



Unit Three

Part Warming-up Exercise

Training focus: Spot dictation

Directions: Y ou are going to hear 8 facts about nature . Some words on the printed facts have

been taken out . Listen carefully and fill in the words you hear .

1.

5.

here is the highest mountain ?
T he highest mountain known is not Mount Everest, nor is it Lt

is Olympus Mons on , and it’s about feet high—over

three times as high as Mount Everest . Mount Everest, whichis on the

of and , 1S feet high .

ow do mountains and valleys form ?
Forces within the Earth up the land to create mountains and to form val-
leys between the mountains . Sections of the earth’'s crust called slowly

with each other . T he impact makes the crust buckle and

where the plates meet, mountains and valleys . The action is very slow,

taking millions of years . Valeys also form slowly as rivers and glaciers
rock . Volcanoes, on the other hand, form quickly . A volcano grows as

pours from the ground and sets hard to make solid rock .

ow fast do glaciers move ?
Glaciers are rivers made of ice . They move down a mountainside and over the

__just asrivers do, but much more slowly . Most glaciers move only a yard or so every
day, and many are even slower . The glacier where it gets so warm that

theice ,orit the sea .

hat sets off an avaanche ?

An avalanche is a sudden of snow and ice down a mountainside . Ava-
lanches are very dangerous because they can and kill people. They hap-
pen when so much snow falls that the of snow on the mountainside be-
come too heavy and suddenly and slide or fall down .

Avalanches also happen in spring when the warm weather begins to melt the snow so that
it more easily . Earthquakes and even sudden

can also cause avalanches .

hat makes a volcano erupt ?
When a volcano erupts, red-hot lava flows from the top and smoke and ashes

12



