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Passage 1

Technology today has stolen away our voices and robbed our
children of memories. I've been keeping count of how often peo-
ple sing around the house these days. The fact is, they don't.

My earliest memories are of my mother crooning lullabies as
she rocked each infant in turn. She said she “didn’t have a singing
voice,” but her low, wavering alto will always mean comfort to

me. Every time I have sat through the night with a feverish baby

or held a preschooler through a nightmare, the melodies returned,

words appearing and reappearing like fragments of a dream but

held together by the hum of love.

Today, young mothers are routinely presented with lullaby
tapes at the baby shower. When baby cries, the idea goes, they
will be able to switch on the high - tech audio system and the lit-
tle one will drift off the voices of strangers in his ears, perfectly
on pitch. If T had my way, new parents would learn the songs
themselves, throw out their stereos, and give their children the
gift of their own sleepy voices through the midnight hours.

These days, when we go on a trip, my daughters take along
tiny personal stereos and headphone. They are lost in their pri-
vate worlds, and I can't help wishing that at least here, in the car
my girls would be obliged to listen to their mother’s voice raised
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in lost - the - words again, sure I'm out - of - tune songs that they
might then pass down to another generation. Those sophisticated
earphones have robbed them of something I think every kid
should carry from childhood car trips into adulthood.

When my father turned 70, my brothers and sisters and our
kids gathered for a weekend of celebrating. My sister Mary hired
a banjo player who knew all the old tunes, and in the autumn
sunshine we sang away the day. The words returned to us as we
heard our fathers voice sing them again, and by the end even our
little ones were learning the words and joining in.

I drove away from that party humming, and all the way
home the good old songs kept tumbling out. Dammit, I thought,
why did T ever stop singing in the car and start turning on the radio
instead Why don't I sing anymore while I'm doing the dishes Im
going to yank those stereo wires right out of the wall when I get
home. Were going to sing grace before meals, sing carols around
the piano, sing in the shower instead of switching on that water-

proof radio that stole away our voices and our souls.

Choose the best answer according to the passage
1. Though she travels by car, a product of modern technology,
the author hates todays technology because
A. driving a car requires high concentration
B. children are learning pop songs from tapes
C. children have lost touch with good old songs
D. high - tech systems do not record the voices of aged people

2. “The little one will drift off” in Para. 3 can be paraphrased as

A. the high - tech system will play on and on
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B. the play of the high - tech system is of little use
C. the baby will slowly go to sleep
D. keeping the pitch low will delight the baby
3. To the author, the voices of strangers
A. are not familiar to the baby
B. lack the motherly love that baby needs
C. work better to stop the baby's cry
D. surely sound more pleasant

4, What the author wishes to oblige her girls to do is nothing but

A. help memorize the words while she is singing
B. listen and learn from her the old songs
C. take off their sophisticated earphones

D. remember their childhood car trips

Translation of the underlined sentence in the passage

Sentence Pattern

If 1 had my way, new parents would learn the songs them-
selves, throw out their stereos, and give their children the gift of
their own sleepy voices through the midnight hours.

Example: If I were you, I would accept his invitation to host the

show.




New Words
.croon . . ( )
clullaby .

.alto n. ;

1

2

3

4. feverish a. ;

5. banjo  n. ( , N ) )
6.yank wv. ( ) ( ) ( )

7.carol n. ( )

Passage 2

Thomas Hardy’s impulses as a writer, all of which he in-
dulged in his novels, were numerous and divergent, and they did
not always work together in harmony. Hardy was to some de-
gree interested in exploring his characters’ psychology, though
impelled less by curiosity than by sympathy. Occasionally he felt
the impulse to comedy ( in all its detached coldness) as well as
the impulse to farce, but he was more often inclined to see trage-
dy and record it . He wanted to describe ordinary human beings;
he wanted to speculate on their dilemmas rationally (and, unfor-
tunately, even schematically); and he wanted to record precisely
the material universe. Finally, he wanted to be more than a real-
ist. He wanted to transcend what he considered to be the banali-
ty of solely recording things exactly and to express as well his
awareness of the occult and the strange.

In his novels these various impulses were sacrificed to each
other inevitably and often. Inevitably, because Hardy did not
care in the way that novelists such as Flaubert or James cared,
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and therefore took paths of least resistance. Thus, one impulse
of exacting a compromise simply disappeared. A desire to throw
over reality that never was might give way abruptly to the desire
on the part of what we might consider a novelist - scientist to re-
cord exactly and concretely the structure and texture of a flower.
In this instance, the new impulse was at least an energetic one,
and thus its indulgence did not result in a relaxed style. But on
other occasions Hardy abandoned impulse to classify and schema-
tize abstractly. When a relaxing impulse was indulged, the style
- that sure index of an authors literary worth was - certain to be-
come verbose. Hardy's weakness derived from his apparent ina-
bility to control the comings and goings of these divergent impul-
ses and from his unwillingness to cultivate and sustain the ener-
getic and risky ones. He submitted to first one and then another,
and the spirit blew where it listed; hence the unevenness of any

one of his novels. His most controlled novel, Under the Green-

wood Tree, prominently exhibits two different but reconcible im-

pulses - a desire to be a realist - historian and a desire to be a psy-

chologist of love - but the slight interlinkings of plot enough to

bind the two completely together. Thus even this book splits

two distinct parts.

Choose the best answer according to the passage
5. The passage suggests that the author would be most likely to
agree with which of the following statements about literary
realism
A. Literary realism is most concerned with the exploration of
the internal lives of ordinary human beings.
B. The term “literary realism” is susceptible to more than a
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single definition.

C. Literary realism and an interest in psychology are likely to
be at odds in a novelist's work.

D. “Literary realism” is the most often used by critics in de-
scribing the method of Hardy's novels.

6. The passage supplies information to suggest that its author
would be most likely to agree with which of the following
statements about the novelists Flaubert and James
A. They indulged more impulses in their novels than did Har-

dy in his novels.

B. They have elicited a greater degree of favorable response
from most literary critics than Hardy has.

C. In the writing of their novels, they often took pains to
effect a compromise among their various novelistic impul-
ses.

D. Regarding novelistic construction, they cared more about
the opinion of other novelists than about the opinions.

7. Which of the following statements about the use of comedy in
Hardy's novels is best supported by the passage
A. Hardy’'s use of comedy in his novels tended to weaken his

literary style.

B. Hardy's use of comedy in his novels was inspired by his nat-
ural sympathy.

C. Comedy appeared less frequently in Hardy's novels than did
tragedy.

D. Comedy played an important role in Hardy’s novels though
that comedy was usually in the form of farce.

8. The author implies which of the following about Under the
Greenwood Tree in relation to Hardy's other novels
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A. It is Hardys most thorough investigation of the psychology
of love.

B. Although it is his most controlled novel, it does not exhibit
any harsh of risky impulses.

C. It, more than his other novels, reveals Hardy as a realist
interested in the history ordinary human beings.

D. In it Hardy’s novelistic impulses are managed somewhat

better than in his other novels.

Translation of the underlined sentence in the passage

( )

Sentence Pattern

Thomas Hardy’s impulses as a writer, all of which he indulged
in his novels, were numerous and divergent and they did not al-
ways work together in harmony.

Example: The questions were all on opera, about which subject 1

know nothing.

New Words

1. indulge . B

2. divergent a. s ;
3. farce n. H

4. dilemma n.
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. banality  n. 5
.occult  a. ;

. schematize wr. ;
. verbose a. (G

. reconcilable a. ,
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0. distinct  a. ;

Passage 3

A man or woman makes direct contact with society in two
ways: as a member of some familial, professional or religious

group, or as a member of a crowd. Groups are capable of being as

moral and intelligent as the individual who forms them; a crowd

is chaotic, has no purpose of its own and is capable of anything

except intelligent action and realistic thinking. Assembled in a

crowd, people lose their powers of reasoning and capacity for
moral choice. Their suggestibility is increased to the point where
they cease to have any judgement or will of their own. They be-
come very excitable; they lose all sense of individual or collective
responsibility, they are subject to sudden excesses of rage, en-
thusiasm and panic. In a word, a man in crowd behaves as
though he had swallowed a large dose of some powerful intoxi-
cant. He is a victim of what I have called “herd - poisoning”.
Like alcohol, herd - poison is an active, extravagant drug. The
crowd - intoxicated individual escapes from responsibility, intelli-
gence and morality into a kind of frantic, animal mindlessness.
Reading is a private, not a collective activity. The writer
speaks only to individuals, sitting by themselves in a state of
normal sobriety. The orator speakers to masses of individuals,
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already well - primed with herd - poison. They are at his mercy
and, if he knows his business, he can do what he likes with
them.

Unlike the masses, intellectuals have a taste for rationality
and an interest in facts. Their critical habit of mind makes them
resistant to the kind of propaganda that works so well on the ma-
jority. Intellectuals are the kind of people who demand evidence
and are shocked by logical inconsistencies and fallacies. They re-
gard over - simplification as the original sin of the mind and have
no use or the slogans, the unqualified assertions and sweeping
generalizations which are the propagandist’s stock - in - trade.

Philosophy teaches us to feel uncertain about the things that
seem to us self - evident. Propaganda, on the other hand, teach-
es us to accept as self - evident matters about which it would be
reasonable to suspend our judgement or to feel doubt. The prop-
agandist must therefore be consistently dogmatic. All his state-
ments are made without qualification. There are no greys in his
picture of the world; everything is either diabolically black or ce-
lestially white. He must never admit that he might be wrong or
that people with a different point of view might be even partially
right. Opponents should not be argued with; they should be at-
tacked, shouted down, or if they become too much of a nui-

sance, liquidated.

Choose the best answer according to the passage
9. What is the main point of the first paragraph
A. Groups are not very different from individuals, but crowds
certainly are very different from them.
B. A man or woman living in a society has to belong to either a
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group or a crowd.
C. Herd - poison is like alcohol.
D. Crowds are more powerful than groups, just as groups are
more powerful than individuals.
10. The first sentence of paragraph 3 suggests that
A. all individuals have a taste for rationality and an interest in
facts
B. groups consist of intellectuals
C. intellectuals behave like individuals. not like members of a
crowd
D. individuals are intellectuals
11. The majority of people
A. resist propaganda
B. do not possess a critical habit of mind
C. work well with intellectuals
D. possess a critical habit of mind
12. ntellectuals are the kind of people who
A. demand logical inconsistencies and fallacies
B. ignore faulty logic and wrong beliefs
C. look for evidence in support of logical inconsistencies and
fallacies
D. accept only those things which are logically consistent and

well - supported by evidence

Translation of the underlined sentence in the passage
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Sentence Pattern
Assembled in a crowd, people lose their powers of reasoning and
their capacity for moral choice.

Example: Soundly defeated at chess, Jack felt very upset.

New Words

. chaotic a.. ;

. suggestibility  n.

. panic n. s

. intoxicant n. ( )
. extravagant a. , 3 ( )

. sobriety  n. , ,

. propaganda n. ,

. fallacy n. ;

. dogmatic a. ; ,
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0. liquidate . H ; ( )
Passage 4

Petroleum products, such as gasoline, kerosene, home

heating oil, residual fuel oil, and lubricating oils, come from one

source — crude oil found below the earth’s surface, as well as

under large bodies of water, from a few hundred feet below the

surface to as 25,000 feet into the earth’s interior. Sometimes

crude oil is secured by drilling a hole through the earth, but
more dry holes are drilled than those producing oil. Pressure at
the source or pumping forces crude oil to the surface.

Crude oil wells flow at varying rates, from ten to thousands
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of barrels per hour. Petroleum products are always measured in
42 - gallon barrels.

Petroleum products vary greatly in physical appearance;
thin, thick, transparent or opaque, but regardless, their chemi-
cal composition is made up of only two elements: carbon, and
hydrogen, which form compounds called hydrocarbons. Other
chemical elements found in union with the hydrocarbons are few
and are classified as impurities. Trace elements are also found,
but these are of such minute quantities that they are disregarded.
The combination of carbon and hydrogen forms many thousands
of compounds which are possible because of the various positions
and joinings of these two atoms in the hydrocarbon molecule.

The various petroleum products are refined from the crude
oil by heating and condensing the vapors. These products are the
so - called light oils, such as gasoline, kerosene, and distillate
oil. The residue remaining after the light oils are distilled is
known as heavy or residual fuel oil and is used mostly for burn-
ing under boilers. Additional complicated refining process rear-
range the chemical structure of the hydrocarbons to produce oth-
er products, some of which are used to upgrade and increase the

octane rating of various types of gasoline.

Choose the best answer according to the passage
13. According to the passage , which of the following statements
is NOT true
A. Crude oil is found below land and water.
B. Crude oil is always found a few hundred feet below the
surface.
C. Pumping and pressure force crude oil to the surface.
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