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1.1

Lexicographer

Lexicography provides at its best a joyful sense of business
with language. One is immersed in the details of language as in
no other field. Sometimes the details are so overwhelming and
endless they sap the spirit and depress the mind. Often at the
end of a hard day’s work one realizes with dismay that the
meager stack of finished work one has accomplished has an
immeasurably slight impact on the work as a whole. But the
simple fact, not widely appreciated, is that dictionaries are made
by writers. As I hope the readers of this work will come to
understand, dictionaries do not sprint into being. People must
plan them, collect information, and write them. Writing takes
time, and it is often frustrating and even infuriating. No other
form of writing is at once so quixotic and so intensely practical.
Dictionary making does not require brilliance or originality of
mind. It does require high intelligence, mastery of the craft, and
dedication to hard work. If one has produced a dictionary, one

has the satisfaction of having produced a work of enduring value.
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Dictionaries ordinarily outlive their creators by many years.
Samuel Johnson was a poet, a playwright, a biographer, a
political polemicist, a brilliant talker and debater, and a man
whose breadth of reading and command of classical literature and
language astonished his contemporaries, yet it is as lexicographer

that he left his most enduring legacy to mankind.
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, , : “John is looking
for his glasses”, glasses “ o, “ 7
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: Mary showed her baby pictures.

Mary showed some pictures to her baby.
Mary showed her (sister) some baby pictures.

Mary showed her baby pictures to somebody.

1) But it is generally agreed that a person of high intelli-
gence is one who can grasp ideas readily, make distinctions,
reason logically, and make use of verbal and mathematical

symbols in solving problems.

in solving problems ) make
use of,
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grasp, make, reason, make use of,
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2) In many countries, laws have been passed to prevent

factories from sending out poisonous gases and polluted water.

to prevent . .. laws ,
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3) The fear of street crime is forcing our citizens to change
their traditional living patterns, to stay off the streets at night,

to shy away from helping strangers.

da. °

helping , helping
4) The tourists were so fascinated by China that they

wanted to prolong their stay and to visit more interesting places.

a. 0 ’
b. , s
more s interesting;
more , places,
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1) This was the period when Einstein began the research
which resulted in the creation of his famous theory of Relativity.
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2) Often at the end of a hard day’s work one realizes with
dismay that the meager stack of finished work one has

accomplished has an immeasurably slight impact on the work as a

whole.
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3) (It’s a gloomy thing, however, to talk about one’s own
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