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1. The Spacemen

Time Started

Spacemen have to be especially trained for travelling in space.
They should be in very good mental and physical health. Most of
them are experienced pilots of very fast aeroplanes.

All spacemen have to do various space exercises before travelling
to space. They have to be fit enough to bear the great pressures
they will feel at launching and landing. When travelling in space or
orbiting round a planet the feeling of weight which the force of
gravity produces is gone. This condition is known as weightless-
ness'. Spacemen have to become used to the weightless conditions in
space and learn how to walk eat drink and sleep in a condition of
weightlessness. They train for their space travels in dummy space-
craft®which are like the actual spacecraft. The dummy spacecraft can
be made to do many things that an actual spacecraft does in space.
They can be made to whirl® quickly in all directions. This enables
the spacemen inside to get used to the tumbling* that they will expe-
rience in space. They should be able to repair any part that is dam-
aged while travelling.

When Man goes into space he must take air food and water.
He must also be able to get rid of stale air’ and waste matter. Food
is prepared in a paste form® and kept in tubes’. Waste is stored in
containers and got rid of when the spacecraft reaches earth. These
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problems have been solved for short space trips  but not for long trips.
Spacemen have to wear a spacesuit®. A cord’ from the spacesuit
is connected to the life—support unit which supplies fresh air to the

spacesuit. This unit also supplies air to the spacecraft and removes

stale air and moisture!”.

Total Words 290 Time Finished
First Reading WPM"™
Second Reading WPM

Notes

. weightlessness 'weitlisnis n.
. dummy spacecraft
. whirl Awal wvi.

. tumbling 'tambliy n.

1

2

3

4

5. stale air
6. a paste form

7. tube tub n.

8. spacesuit 'speissjuit n.
9. cord kod n.

10. moisture 'moistfo n.

A. Reading Comprehension

Choose the best answer according to the passage you have read .
1. Spacemen have to to bear the great pressures they will
feel at launching and landing.

a. be suitable enough

« WPM  Words Per Minute
2



b. be ready

c. be in good health

d. be of the right size

. Most of spacemen are of very fast areoplanes.
a. pilots with knowledge and skills

b. unskilled pilots

c. ordinary people

d. educated people

. The feeling of weight will disappear

a. when launching

b. when landing

c. when travelling in space

d. when taking off

. The training in the dummy spacecraft

a. is quite different from that in an actual spacecraft.
b. is exactly the same as that in an actual spacecraft.

c. is unnecessary for a spaceman.

d. is like that in an actual spacecraft.

. The implications of the last sentence in paragraph 2 are as follows
EXCEPT

a. The spacemen may be electrical engineers as well.

b. The spacemen may be mechanical engineers as well.

The spacemen are the very men who make the spaceraft.

@]

o

. The spaceman must be very familiar with the structure of the
spacecraft.

. Food should be prepared in .

a. a liquid form

b. a solid form

c. a paste form



d. a powder form
7.“ These problems” in line 4 paragraph 3 refers to all the follow-
ing EXCEPT
a. taking air food and water into space
b. getting rid of stale air and waste matter
c. preparing food suitable for spacemen
d. getting used to the weightless conditions
8. The cord connected with the spacesuit
a. is the life-support unit
b. supplies fresh air to the life-support unit
c. supplies air to the spacecraft
d. transports fresh air to the spacesuit
9. The function of the life-support unit is to
a. provide fresh air for the dummy spacecraft
b. remove waste and stale air stored in containers

supply food and water to the spacesuit

o

d. get rid of stale air and moisture
10. The word launching” in paragraph 2 probably means
a. flying b. travelling c. starting d. carrying.

Comprehension %

B. Vocabulary

Interpretation of the words or phrases underlined Choose the best
answer .
1. When travelling in space or orbiting round a planet the feeling of
weight which the force of gravity produces is gone.
a. moving b. walking c. runing d. shifting
2. This condition is known as weightlessness.
a. is publicly called
4



b. is famous for

c. is understood by

d. is reported of

. They have to be fit enough to bear the great pressures that they
will feel at launching and landing.

a. receive b. carry

c. keep d. stand

. Spacemen have to become used to the weightless conditions.

a. get accustomed to

b. become adjusted to

c. be adapted to

d. be familiar with

. This enables the spacemen inside to get used to the tumbling that
they will experience in space.

a. makes act

b. causes feel

c. is capable of have a skill

d. is likely for have knowledge

. They should be able to repair any part that is damaged while

travelling.
a. hurt b. wounded
c. injured d. destroyed
. He must also be able to get rid of stale air and waste matter.
a. get free from b. kill
c. overcome d. escape

. The unit also supplies air to the spacecraft and removes stale air
and moisture.
a. gives brings b. supports returns

c. provides gets rid of d. puts reaches



9. They should be in very good mental and physical health. In this
sentence the underlined word means
. of the laws of nature

a
b. of the body
of physics

o

d. of the natural features
10. Most of them are experienced pilots of very fast aeroplanes.
a. educated b. adapted
c. acknowledged d. skilled
Vocabulary %



2. Why the FElephants Have
I.ong Noses

Time Started

According to Rudyard Kipling’ s story elephants did not have
long trunks a long time ago. During that time they had only short
bulgy! noses which they used for squirming® from left to right. But
they considered their noses too short for picking up things.

It happened that there was a new baby elephant named Bobby.
He was a curious young animal and never stopped asking questions.
One time he asked his aunt the ostrich® why her tail feathers were
very short. But his aunt did not like the question so she spanked*
him hard with her heavy foot. Then he asked his uncle the giraffe®
why he had a spotty® skin. Like the aunt he did not like the ques-
tion so he too spanked him.

Every day the young elephant continued asking questions but
he always received a spanking. Yet he never stopped. He asked
about everything that he saw touched and felt. He received a
spanking every time he asked a question because nobody liked his cu-
riosity. Yet this did not stop Bobby.

One day Bobby asked what a crocodile was eating for dinner.
After his question the animal gave him a spanking which lasted
many minutes. It was the longest spanking he had ever received.
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But Bobby did not give up his new question. He asked the
same question when he saw a bird up in a tree.

The bird told him to ask the question to himself near the
Limpapo River.

So the next morning Bobby got ready to go to Limpapo River.
He brought with him a hundred pounds of bananas a hundred
pounds of sugar-cane’ and seventeen large melons® to eat on the way.

He bade’ goodbye to his friends and set out to see what a
crocodile eats for dinner. Off he went and kept on eating along the
way.

When he reached the Limpapo River he saw a python'” on the
bank. He asked the python if he had seen a crocodile around.

The python said “ There' s a crocodile around. What is your
second question "

When Bobby asked what a crocodile eats for dinner the python
uncoiled!! himself and with all his might spanked Bobby.

Bobby continued his journey and soon came to the edge of the
Limpapo River. He saw something that looked like a log but was re-
ally the crocodile itself.

Have you seen a crocodile ” asked Bobby.
“ Why are you interested in one " asked the crocodile.
Bobby told him it was the newest of his many questions.
The crocodile asked Bobby to come nearer and whispered “ 1
think I will have a baby elephant for dinner.”

The crocodile grabbed'? Bobby by his thick pudgy'? nose. Bob-
by shouted in pain through his now closed nose.

The python shouted at Bobby to pull his nose away Bobby
pulled and pulled and the python helped him pull away. But the
crocodile also pulled and pulled. Bobby and the python pulled while
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