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2004 Nobel Prize
Laureates in Physics
2004

Task

You might be interested in Nobel Prize. Now suppose you a journalist
for China Daily are expected to write a special issue on this year's award
which is also the 100 anniversary of the Prize. Can you understand the
interview in English after the announcement of the 2004 Nobel Prize in
Physics Are you able to translate the information related to the Nobel Prize
from English into Chinese or vice versa Can you write a brief introduction of
a laureate You should be able to

¢ understand the interview in English

¢ carry out interview and answer questions in English

¢ understand the news report of Professor Wilczek

* write a brief report about a person or an event

+ translate some of the information related to the Nobel Prize from English to
Chinese and vice versa.




Scientific World I

-

Task . Study These Words

Listen to the telephone interview with Professor David J. Gross after the
announcement of the 2004 Nobel Prize in Physics October5 2004. The interviewer
was Joanna Rose a science writer. Study the words from the phone interview before
listening to the tape recording.

Stockholm the capital fo Swedan

the Nobel Foundation | the organization established by the Swedish inventor of
dynamite  which offers the Nobel Prize every year for
outstanding achievements in literature science and promotion
of world peace

foster to encourage promote

theoretical relating to the study of ideas especially scientific ideas rather
than the practical use of the ideas or practical experience

verdict an official decision made by authority
verify to discover whether something is correct or true
symmetry the quality of having two halves that are exactly the same

shape and size

verification verifying

task B True or False

Listen to this telephone interview again and choose T if you think the statement is

frue according to the passage you have just heard and F if it is false.

T/F 1. The interviewer is Joanna Rose from the head office of Nobel Foundation.

T/F 2. Professor David Gross was still feeling shocked.

T/F 3. Professor David Gross was sure that he was going to get the prize from the
very beginning.

T/F 4. Professor David Gross believes only Nature can be always right while theorists
can make mistakes.

T/F 5. Frank Wilczek used to be Professor David Gross’ colleague.

T/F 6. Professor David Gross admitted although in a subtle way that Frank Wilczek



Unit 1 2004 Nobel Prize Laureates in Physics

was extraordinary in some sense.

T/F 7. Professor David Gross advises young students to think of important problems
and work their best to change the nature.

T/F 8. Professor David Gross wanted to be a scientist since he was 13 although he
was not sure in which field he would work.

Task € Fill in the Blanks

Listen to this telephone interview again and fill in the blanks with the exact words or
expressions from the tape recording.

1. I'm calling from Nobelprize Org which is the 1 of the Nobel
2 . S0 we thought that we could put this interview on the 3 if it's
O. K. for you.
2. —I talked to Frank Wilczek. He said that he was sure that the 1 were
worth a Nobel Prize. But not you.
—You mean he was sure 2 Day one He was sure that it was worth a
Nobel Prize
—Yes.

—Is that what he said
—Yes. That’s what he said.

—Well he was much younger and more 3 then. Well you know |
think it took me three years before the 4 evidence was strong
enough then | said “ this is 5 true.”

3. —So this is what you think that the theory must be 1
—Oh sure. 2 can be wrong only 3 is always right.
4. —Are you 1 now new Nobel Prize winners

—I certainly hope so. Well again I'm the director of a/an 2 of
theoretical physics where | see lots of 3 Nobel Prize winners. But
as theorists one has to wait for Nature’s 4 as well. Some of the

ideas are wonderful. And maybe they’re even true.
5. Right. But there are even other ideas that have been around. Theorists have

wonderful ideas which take years and years to be 1 . Super symmetry is one
that we're waiting and waiting for 2 for.

6. Well the advice | tell students is to think about the 1 . I mean work on
anything you can work on where you can 2 . But always keep in mind the big

problems. The ones that are truly important. And watch carefully what Nature is trying
to tell us.



