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Marriage Around the
World

Task

Marriage is an ancient social practice part of the fundamental weave of
the fabric of society. Although marriage ceremonies vary from culture to
culture and through time they remain a symbol of social and personal
commitment as well as an affirmation of faith in the future and the human
race. The ways in which men and women around the world commit to this
future are varied just as their beliefs customs and cultures are varied.
Suppose you are Wang Hui and are working as a reporter for a magazine.
You are assigned to write an article about marriage customs in the world. To
fulfill the task you are able to

¢ collect information from English radio or TV programs

+ consult some English speakers for practical knowledge

+ read English articles on the topic and translate some important passages
into Chinese.



Multi-culture I

-

Task| S Before listening to the radio broadcast you practice the
vocabulary relating to marriage.

spouse n. a husband or wife

bride n. a girl or woman about to be married or just married
groom n. a man about to be married or just married

wedding n. a marriage ceremony esp. with a party or meal after a

church service

sake n. a Japanese alcoholic drink made from rice and usu. served
warm
pose v. to sit or stand in a particular effective position for a

photograph or painting etc.

sentimental adj. emotional

vow v. to promise something by swearing solemnly esp. to God

mosque n. a building in which Muslims worship

sumptuous adj. costly and great in amount

elaborate adj. very detailed and complicated carefully prepared and
finished

Task B Now listen to a record of a radio program and fill in the
blanks in the following passage.

Egyptian Marriages

In Egypt in times past 1 . Once a husband had been chosen for a
young woman a go-between or wekeel was used to make a contract for the bride-to-
be and her future spouse . This was followed by 2 in which a holy man recited
verses from the Quran the Islamic holy book about the benefits and the value of
marriage.

Afterwards the wekeel and 3 pressed their right thumbs to seal the



Unit 1 Marriage Around the World

contract. The go-between then recited a marriage vow 4 the bride to which
the groom responded with a vow of his own. This exchange of vows was then followed
by three other events which guests attended dressed in their finest clothes. The bride
and a procession of her friends and relatives took part in 5 and then later a
feast while the groom and his procession of friends and family visited 6 for
special prayers and another feast. An even more 7 wedding-night feast then
followed at which the groom saw his new wife’s face for the first time.

In modern times arranged marriages are 8 . Egyptian marriages still
emphasize the religious element as young men and women continue to 9
The ceremony processions and feasts are usually less elaborate than in the past
unless the groom and his family are wealthy.

Like traditional Egyptian marriages Japanese marriages of the past were
arranged. The arranged marriage was called minai. To the extent that couples who
based their marriages on love risked social rejection. Like the Egyptian wekeel

10 —the nakodo first determined 11 in a possible bride or groom.
After both families agreed to the match a simple exchange of gifts took place and the
bride and groom shared rice wine or sake. 12 called san san ku do was

usually done in the presence of a religious leader at a Shinto shrine and was followed by
a feast with relatives and friends.

Now Japanese marriages tend to be 13 . While many Japanese still use a
form of minai others take advantage of new laws passed in the late 1940’s permitting
ren'ai. Other changes have taken place as well in the Shinto ceremony. Once so
simple it is today often part of an elaborate series of events which may include an
opening speech by the nakodo chosen now because he is an elder esteemed
member of the community. The wedding couple may 14 their friends may
give humorous or sentimental speeches and the bride and groom themselves may

15 in front of a plastic wedding cake that is never meant to be eaten.

Task C  Listen to the passage again and then decide if the following
statements are True or False.

T/F 1. In Egypt inthe past a go-between or wekeel was necessary for a marriage.
T/F 2. A religious ceremony in which a holy man recited verses from Islamic holy
book—Quran is one of the important parts for a marriage in Egypt.
T/F 3. In traditional Egyptian marriage the go-between could recite a marriage vow
on behalf of the bride.

T/F 4. In modern Egypt young men and women continue to emphasize their similar
religious beliefs and family backgrounds.

T/F 5. In modern Egypt the ceremony processions and feasts are as luxurious as in
the past. .



