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Part 1

Active speakers in and out of the college English class-

room

Unit 1. In the Oral Class

1. The main problem in speaking English

T What do you think is the main problem in speaking
English

S 1 just don’ t know how to express myself.

T You can’ t find the exact words to express your ideas

S That' s often the case. Sometimes I want to use some

phrases we have learned but I’ m not sure about myself.



T In one word you lack practice in oral English. It’ s
quite common among the students. That’ s why we have oral

English class.

2. The English corner
T Do you often go to the English corner
S Not very often but sometimes.

S Many universities and colleges have such regular activi-

ty on Friday evening.
T No organizer no leader. Students would like to go

there to practise their spoken English.

S Betty the American visiting teacher gives us a lot of
help.

T That s true.



3. Extracurricular English activity

T Can you give some ideas for practising English

S Asfaras I know thé Extracurricular English Activi-

ty” is a wide English World out of the classroom.
T How many students are involved in this activity
S About half.
T All practical activities require conscious effort.

S Sometimes we would remain in the classroom after the

oral English class.
T For what

S For an happy hour of English conversation with class-

mates.

T That' s great



4.Open our mouths

T Have you any good way to push our oral English for-

ward
S 1 think first of all we must open our mouths.
T What shall we do if someone keeps silence
S We may turn to pair work or group talk.
T What if he’ s still speechless in a small group

S Don' t press him too hard. Let him be free.
5. Speaking English in the dorm

T Have you got in the habit speaking English with your

roommates in the evening
S No it’ s not interesting at all.

T You' ve tried it



S Yes but our talk can last no longer than one or two

minutes.
T Why
S We are often stuck after 2 or 3 sentences.

T But you may help each other and even with the help of
the dictionary.

S That' s a great trouble.

T You should go ahead in spite of all the trouble.

6. Keep to the subject
T 1 think you are straying form the topic.
S In fact we are talking around the subject. Only that we

want to get things deeper so our conversation sounds a bit far

away from the topic.

T That s all right as long as you keep speaking English.
Go on please.



7. Avoid Chinglish in the speech

T What should we do to avoid Chinglish in our speech
S We have to listen to English more often and do more

outside reading in English. So we can get to know what is the

English way of saying things.

T That' s right. Memorizing some English essays and ar-
ticles would also help. In this way we would gradually stop

thinking in Chinese.

Unit 2 In the Listening class

1. Listening to the radio

T Do you listen to Radio Beijing



Radio Beijing
S I prefer VOA or BBC.
BBC
T Why
S VOA and BBC offer idiomatic English programs. I like
Special English of VOA.
BBC

T It s not standard English. It s slower.

S Especially the news report.

2. TV English program

T Do you like TV English Program

S Yes. I enjoy it. I think it can both entertain and educate

the viewers.
T What are your favorite programs

S I like* The Discovery” very much. It is on at about

12 30 at noon. I enjoy the TV serials U. F. O. and I learn so



much from it.

The Discovery” 12 30

i ”

T So you are much interested in science.

S That s true.

3. How long do you listen to English every day

T How long do you listen to English every day

S It just depends.

T Why not have a plan and listen to English regularly
S I usually listen to English programs in the morning

but sometimes I' m carried away by music or other programs

over the radio.

T Oh. I' m sorry to hear that. You may enjoy music in

your leisure time.

S Yes. I should try to be strict with myself.



4.Why are you disappointed

T Why are you so disappointed

S I listened to the second paragraph many times. But I
just couldn’ t catch one word in the beginning sentence. . . a let-

ter of what

T Don’ t lose heart. A letter of complaint.
A letter of complaint.
S Complaint I seem to know the word but I forget the

Chinese for it.

T When you are not satisfied with somthing you would

complain.

S Yes I remember now. Thank you.



5. Some reforms on the listening class

T Can we carry on some reforms on the listening class
S Yes. I think so. But how

T Our English class is still traditional. Most students pre-

fer listening to the teacher.

S We listen to the tape attentively and can only make out

half of it. So we like to listen to you explaining everything.

T You pay too much attention to individual words and
expressions. In fact what matters a lot is the content and the
ideas of the material. How about group work in which you may
talk to each other about what you hear Help from your class-

mates is just as important as that from the teacher.

S We know that. Let’ s work together and try our best.



