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编 写 说 明
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语法与练习设在精读材料之后,涵盖了学历文凭英语考试大纲所要求掌握的所有语法知识。课

文翻译和练习参考答案均附在书后,以供读者查阅、自学。

《大学基础英语》选材力求题材多样,内容丰富有趣, 时代感强, 努力突出科学性、针对性、
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业务部门的支持和指导,在此一并致以谢意。
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U n it 1

READING TEXT

Wa nts to know how to imp rove your gra d es w ithout having to sp end mor e time studying ?

S ounds too g ood to be true? Well , rea d on . . .

H ow to Impr ove Your Study H abits

P erhaps you are an average student w ith average intelligence. You do well enough in

school, but you probably think you will never be a t op s tudent. T his is not necessarily t he

case, h owever . You can receive better grades if you want t o. Yes, even st udent s of average

in telligence can b e t op st udent s wit hout additional work. H ere’s how :

1. P lan your t ime carefully. Make a list of your weekly tasks. Th en make a sch edule or

chart of your t ime. Fill in committ ed t ime such as eat ing, sleeping, meetings , classes , et c.

T hen decide on good, regular t imes for st udying. Be sure t o set aside enough time to

complet e your normal reading and work assignments . Of course, s tudying shouldn’t occupy

all of th e free time on t he sch edule. I t’s important t o set as ide time for relaxation, hobbies,

and entertainment as well. T his weekly sch edule may not solve all of your problems, but it

w ill make you more aware of how you spend your time. Furt hermore, it will enable you to

plan your act ivit ies so that you have adequate t ime for bot h work and play.

2. F ind a good place t o st udy. Choose one place for your study area. It may be a desk or

a chair at home or in t he school library, but it sh ould be comfort able, and it sh ould not have

dis tract ions . W hen you begin t o w ork , you sh ould be able t o concent rat e on th e subject .

3. Skim before you read. T his mean s looking over a passage quickly before you begin to

read it more carefully. A s you preview the material, you get some idea of t he cont ent and

h ow it is organ ized. Lat er when you begin t o read you will recognize less important material

and you may skip some of these portions. Skimming helps double your reading speed and

improves your comprehension as well.

4. Make good use of your t ime in class . Lis ten t o what the teacher says in class means

less work later . Sit where you can see and hear w ell. T ake not es t o h elp you remember what

t he teacher says .
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5. Study regularly. Go over your notes as soon as you can after class . Review important

points mentioned in class as well as point s in your textbook . If you know w hat the t eacher

w ill discuss t he next day, skim and read t hat material t oo. Th is w ill help you unders tand t he

n ext class . If you review your notes and t extbook regularly, t he material w ill become more

meaningful and you will remember it longer. Regular review leads to improved performance

on test s .

6. Develop a good attit ude about tests . Th e purpose of a test is t o show what you have

learn ed about a subject . T he world won’t end if you don’t pass a test , so don’t worry

excessively about a sin gle test . T est s provide grades , and t hey also let you know what you

n eed to spend more t ime s tudying, and th ey help make your new knowledge permanent .

T here are ot her t echniques th at might h elp you wit h your s tudying. Only a few have

b een mentioned here. You will probably discover many others after you have t r ied these.

T alk with your classmat es about th eir s tudy techniques. Share with them some of t he

t echniques you have found to be h elpful. Improving your study habits will improve your

grades.

NE W WORDS

a ver age [��v�rid�] a. ordinary 普通的,中等的

intelligence [ in�te lid��ns ] n. ability to learn and unders tand 智力

n ecessar ily [�ne s is�rili] a d . in evitably 必定地,必然地

case [ keis ] n. w hat has really happened; actual condit ion 实情

a dditional [��di��nl] a. added附加的, 额外的

weekly [�wi�kli] a . done or happening every week 每周的;每周一次的

schedule [��e dju�l;�ske d�ul] n. t imetable 时间表

char t [ t���t] n. ( sh eet of paper wit h) informat ion writ ten or drawn in

t he form of a pict ure 图(表)

commit [ k��mit] v. 指定⋯⋯用于

a side [��sa id] a d . t o t he side 在旁边;到(向)一边

etc. [ it�se tr�] ( La tin, short en form for et cetera ) and other t hings 等

等

n or ma l [�n��m�l] a . u sual 正常的

r eading n. t he act or pract ice of reading 阅读

a ssignment [��sa inm�nt] n. s th . given ou t as a t ask (布置的)作业

occupy [��kjupa i] v. t ake up 占用

r elaxation [�ri�l�k�se i��n] n. ( st h. done for) res t and amusement 休息, 娱乐

h obby [�h�bi] n. w hat one likes t o do in one’s free time 业余爱好

entert ainment [�e nt��te inm�nt] n. show, part y, et c. that people enjoy 娱乐
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entert ain v.

solve [ s�lv] v. f ind an answer to ( a prob lem) 解决(问题)

a ware [��w��] a . h aving knowledge or unders tanding 知道的;意识到的

fur ther mor e [�f����m��] a d . moreover; in addit ion 而且;此外

enable [ i�ne ibl ] v. mak e ( sb. ) able ( to do st h. )使(某人)能(做某事)

a ctivity [�k�tiviti] n. s th . ( t o be) done 活动

a dequate [��dikwit] a . as much as one needs ; enough 充分的;足够的

distra ction [ dis�tr�k��n] n. s th . that draws away th e mind or at tention 分心(或分

散注意力)的事物

con centra te ( on or upon )

 [�k�ns�ntre it] v.

pay close at tention ( t o) 全神贯注(于)

skim [ skim] v. read quickly to get the main ideas ( of) 略读

p review [�pri�vju�] v. h ave a general view of ( st h. ) beforehand 预习

con tent [�k�nte nt] n. w hat is writt en in a book, etc. 内容

organize [�����na iz] v. form int o a whole 组织

later [�le it�] a d . 后来;以后

skip [ skip] v. pass over 略过

p ort ion [�p����n] n. part ; share 一部分;一份

double [�d�bl] v. mak e or become t wice as great or as many(使)增加一倍

compr ehension [�k�mpri�he n�(�) n]

           n.

t he act of understanding or ability t o understand 理解

(力)

mention [�me n�(�) n] v. speak or writ e about ( st h. ) in a few words 提及

con fused[ k�n�fju�zd ] a . mixed up in on e’s mind 迷惑的,混淆的

t extbook n. a s tandard book for the st udy of a subject 教科书;课本

p er forman ce [ p��f��m�ns] n. achievemen t 成绩

meaningful a . h aving import ant meaning or value 富有意义的

a ttitude [��titju�d] n. w hat one t hinks about st h. 态度,看法

p ur pose [�p��p�s ] n. aim 目的,意图

excessively [ ik�se s ivli] a d . t oo much 过多地,过分地

p er manen t [�p��m�n�nt] a . last ing for a long time; never changing 持久的;永久的

t echnique [ te k�ni�k] n. w ay of doing st h. 技巧,方法

h elpful a . u seful; providing help or willing to help 有益的;给予帮

助的,肯帮忙的

P HRASE S AND EXP RE SSIONS

f ill in w rite in 填写, 填充

decide on mak e a choice or decision about 选定,决定
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set aside save for a special purpose 留出

a s well also; t oo; in addition 也, 还;同样

be awar e ( of) k now ( st h. ) ; k now ( what is happening) 知道,意识到

con centra te on direct one’s at tention, efforts , etc. to 全神贯注于

look over examine ( quickly) 把⋯⋯看一遍, 过目

go over review 复习

lead to resu lt in 导致

NOTE S

1. �T his text is adapt ed (改编) from Lad o Eng lish Series, Book 6.

2. �T his is not necessarily the case, however: But th is is not inevitably t rue.

3. �“Committ ed t ime”means“t he time during wh ich a person feels it necessary t o do certain

t hings”.

E XERCISES TO THE READING TEXT

Reading Comp rehension

Ⅰ. �An swer the following ques tions on the basis of the text .

1. NDo you t hink an average student w ill never become a top s tudent?

2. NDo you spend all your free t ime studying? If not , wh at ot her things do you do in your

spare time?

3. NWh ere do you usually s tudy in the evening? In your bedroom, in your class room or in

th e library? Why?

4. NWh at does skimming mean ? Why is it import ant?

5. QDo you t hink it necessary to write down everything that the t eacher says? W hat k ind of

information do you w rite down ?

6. NWh at is t he purpose of the text ?

7. OW hich of the six sugges tions in th e text do you find t he most helpful t o you? Give your

reasons.

8. NHave you any oth er suggest ions to offer to your classmat es?

Vocabulary and Structure

Ⅱ. �Choose t he definition from column B that best matches each italicized word or phrase in

column A.

   A            �    B

1. average a. find an answer t o
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2. t he case b. t alk about in a few w ords

3. set aside c. enough

4. occupy d. unclear in one’s mind

5. solve e. put t ogether in an orderly way

6. adequat e f. t rue

7. skim g. ordinary

8. organize h. save for a special purpose

9. mention i. t ake up

10. confused j. look over quickly

Ⅲ. �Fill in t he blanks with the words given below , us ing proper forms .

occupy    �a ware    �f ill in    nlead to

or ganize solve en able concen trat e on

1. NT his new t echnique w ill th e workers t o double their product ion .

2. NT oo much discuss ion w ill only confusion.

3. nI t was several minutes before I became of what was h appening in t he

classroom.

4. NHe made a careful st udy of th e difficult quest ion and it in five h ours .

5. NHis time is part ly by his ill w ife.

6. NT he old professor cannot what h e is think ing b ecause it is so noisy here.

7. NWould you please your name, address and telephone number here?

8. NT he stu dent t r ied t o my t hought s before speaking out on the qu es tion.

Translation

Ⅳ. �Put the following sent ences into English .

1.这次面试的成功使他意识到知识的重要性。

2.有些人认为男生比女生聪明。然而, 事实未必如此。

3.这篇文章的目的是告诉学生怎样培养良好的学习习惯。

4.如果你能充分利用时间, 你一定会成为一个优等生。

5.你应该尽早给他们一个答复。

6.他一早便将信寄给她, 为的是让她下午能收到。

7.他是个多才多艺的作家。他写诗、小说,还有剧本。

GRAMMAR

形容词和副词的比较级

比较级以形容词比较级为主, 比较复杂, 学生们的思维容易受汉语语法体系的影响,出现

不同的错误。要学好比较级不能仅凭做几套相关的练习,一定要系统掌握每一规则, 甚至要把
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各项目记在心里。

1. �比较级的形式变化,注意下列词的变化:

b ig—bigger, thin—thinner, happy—happier , clever—cleverer ( more clever ) ,

in teres ting—more int erest ing

不规则变化

good ( well) — better , bes t

b ad — worse, wors t

many ( mu ch) — more, most

litt le — less , leas t

far — farther , far t hest

2. �有些形似比较级,但实际是固定搭配的结构:

as good as (副词) 几乎: as good as dead

as well as ( 介,连) 也, 除⋯⋯之外: w ork as well as st udy

as long as (连) 只要: T hese books will be enjoyable as long as t hey are read.

as far as . .. be concerned 就⋯⋯而言: A s far as the price is concerned, t his car is OK .

有时会遇到下列结构: as long as a year and as short as 24 hours , as wide as 50 met ers, as

much as 20 percent, as old as 100, as many as 28 nations, 正确的译法是“⋯⋯达⋯⋯”, 而

不是“同⋯⋯一样⋯⋯”。第一词组的意思是“长达一年, 短至 24 小时。”该结构用于强调两个

as 之间的词。

3. �as .. . as 和 so . .. as 的用法:

这两个结构的区别在于后者只能用在否定句中,而前者常用在肯定句,两者都表示“与⋯⋯

一样⋯⋯”, 而 not so . . . as 则表示“不如⋯⋯”。两个 as 之间必须用形容词或副词原形。第

二个 as 是连词,后面可接句子, 而本身又可充当代词,有的起兼职作用, 请看例句:

Chinese is as difficult as English . (一样难)

Chinese is not so diff icult as English. (没有英语难)

T his park is as beaut iful as is said t o be. (跟传说一样美)

Sound doesn’t travel so fast as light . (声音的传播速度没有光快。)

I’m not so busy as I used t o. (没以前忙)

Beijing is as big a cit y as Shanghai. (北京是个同上海一样大的城市。)

Boys don’t spend so much money on food as gir ls . (男孩花在吃上的钱没女孩多。)

最后一句是个典型的句子, 中国学生倾向于译成: Th e money boys spen d on food is not so

much as gir ls. 要把形容词修饰的词放在 as .. . as 之间。先不看译文, 试译下面两句话:

他的饭量没我大。

我读的书没你多。

译文:

H e doesn’t eat as much as I ( do) .

I have not read so many books as you have.

所以,译文要符合英语用法, 不能凭汉语语序。
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有的表示不是两者之间的比较,而是两种性质的程度, 也可用 as .. . as . ..

She is as clever as beaut iful. (既聪明, 又漂亮)

She is as much a housewife as a boss . (既充当家庭主妇,也是老板)

4. �“more . .. t han . .. ”的用法:

该句型用于“⋯⋯比⋯⋯要⋯⋯”的意义。要注意的是 more 后面接原型, more clever =

cleverer。

Dogs are more sens itive t o sound t han humans . (狗对声音更敏感)

Children ask more ques tion s th an adults .

P lanes fly much fast er t han birds .

T his drug is more effective than was once believed. (比传统的看法更有效)

She has more housework th an she can finish. (家务多得做不完)

有时为了表示差距大, 可在比较级前加量词或程度副词, 如:

t wo years , five meters, much, even, st ill, far , a lot, a bit, a litt le, a great deal。

I’m two years older th an my brother .

T his movie is much bet ter than t he one we saw last week .

所以“我感觉好多了”应译为: I feel much better .

另外, more . .. t han . .. 可用于同一人不同特点的比较:

H e was more angry than pleased at t he new s. (不高兴, 却特别生气)

F ranklin w as more t han a stat esman. (不仅仅是位政治家)

F ranklin w as more a st atesman t han a scient ist . ( 与其说是位科学家,不如说是政治家)

More t han one t housand work ers . (一千多名工人)

试译下列句子:

Computers have much better memories t han human beings.

China’s population is much larger t han th at of India.

Children learn t hings fas ter than adults .

T his reservoir can hold much more water than t hat one.

Chinese has a much larger number of nat ive speakers t han English .

5. �倍数表达法:

公式为:

.. . t ime as .. . as . ..

.. . t ime more t han .. .

.. . t ime t he s ize ( depth) of . ..

最常用的句式是第一种,例如:

T his factory can produce three times as many cars as five years ago. (产量是 5 年前的 3

倍)

也可译为: T his factory can produce tw ice more cars than five years ago.

但不能直译为: T he car t hat this factory can produce is three times as many as five years

ago. (此句太汉语化)
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其他例句有:

T here are now five times as many companies in Beijing as t en years ago.

She can make twice as much money as she used to.

T his st reet is tw ice as wide as th at road.

最后一种句型较难,用非比较级形式表示比较级意义。试比较:

T his path is eight times as long as the st eepest one.

T his path is eight times t he length of the st eepest one.

倍数后面的词往往是: size, number, widt h, depth, h eight , weight , age, volume, lengt h,

maximum , dose。

请看同一汉语句子的多种译法:

天安门广场是罗马圣·彼德广场的 5 倍。

T he T iananmen Square is five times as large as St Pet er’s in Rome.

T he T iananmen Square is five times t he size of St Peter’s in Rome.

T he T iananmen Square is four t imes larger t han St Peter’s in Rome.

6. �最高级用法:

最高级用于三人或三人以上的比较, 常与介词 of 和 among (⋯⋯当中 ) , in (范围)一起出

现。b es t 和 most 修饰动词时,不用定冠词。请看例句:

T he Yangt ze River is the longes t r iver in China .

T he Spring F es tival is t he most import ant to th e Chinese.

O f all the courses, I like ph ys ics best .

W hat impressed me most was their self lessn ess.

T he Imperial P alace is one of t he biggest museums I have ever vis ited.

试比较:

She is th e t aller of these t wo girls.

She is th e t alles t of these gir ls .

有时在最高级前面加“th e second , th e third . .. ”表示“第几⋯⋯”如: the second biggest

cont inent, the third longest r iver .

同一汉语句子可用比较级不同形式翻译:

A rabic is the most difficult of all nat ural languages.

A rabic is more difficult t han any oth er nat ural languages.

N o n at ural language is so difficult as A rab ic.

试译:这是我看过的最动人的影片。

T his is t he most moving movie I’ve ever seen .

I have never seen a more moving movie.

N o movie is so moving as this one.

有时, 用“b y far”修饰最高级,表示“绝对⋯⋯”, 同属第二位的相差很远,如:

T he cent ral T V T ower is by far the tallest building in Beijing.

7. �“T he more .. . , the more . .. ”“越⋯⋯,越⋯⋯”
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例句: T he older one grow s, the poorer h is memory becomes .人年龄越大, 记忆越差。

T he more friends you mak e, the less time you have.交的朋友越多, 时间越少。

难点是定冠词后肯定是比较级,但不一定是 more; 如果 more 修饰某个名词, 该名词要放在

more 之后不能分离,然后是主语和谓语。有时该句型简化:

T he more, the bett er . 越多越好。T he sooner, th e bett er .越快越好。

其他完整例句有:

T he more carefully you work, the fewer errors you make.

T he earlier you get up, t he more sleepy you feel at class .

8. �中国学生经常出错的一个地方是比较对象的错位。例如:

Y our writ ing is bett er t han me. (× ) (正确的是“mine”)

My mot her likes t he dog bet ter th an my fat her . 此句多意,原因在于“my fath er”既可能充

当主语,省略了“does”,又可理解为宾语, 前面省略了“she does”, 此时,最好明确写明。

9. �记住 as .. . as possible ( one can ) 结构,表示“尽⋯⋯”

run as fast as possible ( at one’s top speed)

finish it as soon as possible ( in the sh ort es t possible t ime)

mak e as mu ch progress as possible ( 取得尽可能大的进步)

10. �记住. .. than any ot her .. . , 或.. . t han anyt hing ( anybody) else。

Gold is believed t o be more valuable than anything else.此句中的“else”不能省略, 否则就

矛盾了, 因为“anything”中包括“gold”。

Mary is more hardwork ing th an any oth er st udent in the class. 此句中的“other”也不可缺

少。

E XERCISES TO GRAMME R

Ⅰ. �Fill in t he blanks with the proper form .

1. Wh ich book do you lik e ( well) , th is one or that one?

2. T his is one of the ( good) concerts I’ve been to.

3. T he ( hard) you work, the ( much ) you get.

4. English is used ( widely) t han Chinese.

5. She walks t wice as ( fas t ) as she used t o.

6. China is ( prosperous) th an ever b efore.

7. Life is much ( valuable) th an money.

8. T his railway was built in ( litt le) t han two years .

9. I’m h appy to say I have never been given a ( good) gift.

10. A mong all t he guest s present, Tom is by far ( old) .

Ⅱ. �T ranslation . Put the following sent ences into English .

1.这是我参观过的最大的图书馆之一。

2.与其说她是位朋友, 不如说她是位大姐。
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3. 我在英语上花的时间比你多多了。

4.这个教室的面积是对面那个的 2倍。

5.写汉语要比讲汉语难多了。

6.她现在同以前一样快乐。

7.足球比篮球更受欢迎。

8.医生治疗的病人越多, 其贡献越大。

9.请尽可能慢些讲话。

10. 多达 5 万人观看了这场比赛。

11. 最困难的事是决定献出生命。

12. 使我最吃惊的是她看上去比以前年轻多了。

13. 欧洲比亚洲小多了,以致于它被看作是个岛屿。

14. 这个孩子不笨,挺聪明。

15. 周末公园里的人比平时多多了。

16. 经理每天到公司都比其他人早。

17. 这篇课文是本书所有课文中最长的。

18. 对不起,我无法做到你要多少就给你多少。

19. 她的运动量没我大。

20. 每天来图书馆借书的人比还书的多。

21. 这台机器要比预料的容易修理。

22. 戒烟要比开始吸烟需要更长的时间。

23. 这口大钟是人高的三倍。

24. 中国正变得日益强大。

25. 食物对于健康如同空气一样重要。
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U n it 2

READING TEXT

The Inter net

T he 1990s h as brough t on a revolu tion in the electronic media. T his revolution is t he

resu lt of th e comput er , telephon e, fax, and t elevision. Th ese t echnologies can be combined

t o bring many conveniences int o t he sch ool, home, an d office. People t alk about

“information superhighways” that will soon offer services such as movies on demand,

shopping wit hout leaving your living room , pict ure phones , conversat ions wit h fr iends via

comput er , a push -but ton choice of 500 T V programs, bill payments from h ome, and access

t o dat ab ases ( comput erized collections of informat ion ) from around the world.

T he following ques tions and answ ers center on t he Internet, a new electronic tool for

communication and research used by millions of people around t he w orld.

Q : W hat is th e Internet ?

A : W hen t wo or more computers are linked t oget her t o sh are files and electronic mail

( e-mail ) , they form a netw ork . Some in dividual net work s consist of thousands of

comput ers . T he Internet is a n et work of t housands of netw orks , linking schools,

u niversit ies , businesses, govern ment agencies, libraries , nonprofit organ izations and

millions of individuals. T he Internet is much smaller in sizes than the worldwide telephone

n et work , but because t he Internet links computers inst ead of telephones it h as vast ly more

power.

Q : Is t he Int ernet the same thing as t he“information su perhighw ay”everyone is talk ing

about ?

A : T h e Internet is a sort of early model for the data highway. Originally des igned as a

h igh -speed communications net work for universities and military research , the Internet has

n ow expanded t o include private and commercial clients . I t may eventually be a backbone for

t he so-called data superhighway, or it may become the equivalent of Route 66 in American

h igh way h ist ory, bypassed by newer and w ider roads . T he h igh way w ill probably consis t of

comput er netw orks , cable T V, interact ive phone services and ot her technologies .
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Q : W hat can I fin d on the Internet ?

A : If you can imagine it , you can probably find it . You can check t he card cat alogue of

t he Library of Congress , retr ieve free software, get the lat es t n ews , send and receive

electronic mail, complain about t he Met s wit h fellow sufferers , view NA SA satellite images,

reach the world’s leading auth orities on pandas, and so on. Th ere are lit erally th ousan ds of

“interest groups”on t he net .

F inding t hings in such a vas t supply of dat a, however, is not easy. T here is no complet e

road map or directory. Part of th e fun is explorin g.

Q : W hat do I need t o get onto the Int ernet ?

A : For now, t he requirement s are a personal computer , a device called a modem , a

communications program, access to a telephone line and an account wit h an In ternet service

provider . T he computer does not have t o be t oo fancy, although the abilit y t o use Win dows

soft ware or t he Macint osh operating system is a define plus . T he modem should be as fast as

poss ible. A speed of 14, 400 bits is OK but a fas ter one — 28. 8 or 56 K BPS — is bett er .

Q : W hat is my first s tep in get ting onto the Int ernet ?

A : Go to the bookst ore and get an In ternet int roduct ory guide. T h ere are at least t wo

dozen of t hem out t here now. Or ask a computer- lit erat e fr iend to sh ow you how to use t he

“net”.

Q : W ho owns the Internet ?

A : Nobody owns it. I t is a cooperative but often chaot ic federation of indepen dent

n et work s. Some regulatory grou ps set s tandards for th e w ay t he informat ion flows over t he

Internet, but t hey are not too effective at present.

NE W WORDS

internet [�int�ne t] n. a net work in wh ich DIGIT AL computers are conn ected

t o those of anoth er man ufactu rer 一种可以使数字设备

公司( DEC)的计算机与另一家计算机制造商的计算机连

接起来的网络(系统)

fa x [ f�ks] n. [ f acsimile 的缩略词] 传真(照片, 文件)

combine [ k�m�ba in] v. t o bring into a s tat e of unit y; merge 使结合使成统一的

状态;合并

con venien ce [ k�n�vi�ni�ns ] n. someth ing t hat increases comfort or saves work 便利设

施

superhighway [�su�p��ha iwe i] n. a broad h igh way, often wit h six or more lanes, used for

h igh -speed t raffic 超级高速公路有六个或更多车道的、

高速行驶的宽阔公路

via [�va i�] p rep . b y way of 经过
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