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History of Tennis

CHAPTER 1

} History of Tennis
pog 2K & 5B v

Nowadays, tennis is one of the world’s most
popular games. Men, women, and children all over
the world play this sport. Before you learn something

about tennis, perhaps you should know how it start-

ed.
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‘ The Start of Tennis
@ A wiR

1. In the 11th or 12th century 11 12

In the 11th or 12th century, French monks began
playing a crude handball against their monastery walls or
over a rope strung across a courtyard. The game took on the

name “jeu de paume”, which means “game of the hand”.

11.12 ,

o jeu

de paume”( ) , 113 ” R
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2. Spread to England

The nobility in France learned the game from the
monks by the 13th century. It soon spread to England,
where both Henry VII and Henry VIII were avid players.

13 ,

L

Henry VII Henry VIII

nobility

@ The nobility learned the game from the monks.

o
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@ Afier its initial rise in popularity with the French nobili-

ty, tennis spread throughout Europe.

1. nobility [nou'biliti | n. ,

avid

© As an avid tennis player, 1 am always looking for good

books on tennis.

1. avid ['@vid] adj. ,
[ ] an avid sports fan

3. From Bare Hands to Racquets
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At first, people used their bare hands to hit the ball.
Eventually, as the game evolved, people began using gloves
and later racquets. In the early 17th century, the nobility
throughout England and France played tennis.

‘ The Development of Tennis
L YY1

1. In the Heyday

The 16th and 17th centuries was a golden age for Real
Tennis. Tennis was played by the nobility throughout Eng-
land and France. There were as many as 1800 courts in
Paris during the game’s heyday, although many of them

were probably in quite rough structures.

16 17 )
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1800 °

heyday

@ In his heyday, he was a great tennis player.

o

1. heyday [ 'heidei] n. ,

2. In the 18th Century 18

By the 17th century, the game had began to decline.
By 18th century, partly due to the Revolution, the game in

France was practically non-existent.

17

3. Reborn

The game lost its appeal late in the 18th century, only
to be reborn in the middle of 19th century. During the

1850s, players began to experiment by using the bouncier
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rubber balls outdoors on grass.

18 , 19
° 19 50 ,

4. Become Popular

Walter Wingfield
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The date for the beginning of today’s tennis is 1873. In
England a man named Walter Wingfield helped make the
sport popular. Tennis began in the United States a year lat-

€er.

1873 ,

5. The First Championship Match

( )

The first championship match was played at Wimble-
don, England in 1877. Today, Wimbledon has been the

most famous place for tennis championship in the world.

1877 °
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‘ Modern Tennis
@ nXmH

£
S

In 1900 the international team competition known as
“the Davis Cup Tournament” began. Along with “the Hop-
man Cup” which began in 1923, the Davis Cup helped to
focus international attention on tennis. The Federation Cup
began in 1963. The four major annual tournaments in inter-
national tennis are Wimbledon, the Australian Open, the
French Open, and the US Open. Winning all these four
matches in the same year is called a grand slam. (You can

read detailed introduction of these tournaments in Chapter

9.)
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o ( o)
competition

@ He takes part in a tennis competition.
@ He was in competition with 5 others for the first place.
5 o
®© The US Open Tournament is one of the four Grand

Slam tournaments in worldwide tennis competition.

o

1. competition [kompi'tifon] n. ,

2. tournament [ 'tuondmont] n. , ,




