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D Preface

Congratulations on your decision to learn English!

Language reflects culture. By studying English, you will learn much about the
people who speak it and the countries where it is spoken.

Building your knowledge of a new language is like building your body. Good
grammar forms the skeleton, the bones.that hold sentences together. Vocabulary
is the flesh, the words that express your thoughts and ideas. With practice, you
will build strong muscles that help you use English to communicate.

Learning a new language is like learning to play a new sport or a musical
instrument. It looks easy and fun when you see someone do it who is good at it.
But when you try it, it seems awkward and difficult. Don’t give up! Learn
simple things correctly, and then practice what you learn.

Mrs. Liu has prepared this book to help you strengthen your English, whether
you are just beginning or are more experienced. She has developed these
lessons so that what you learn will be interesting and useful. With practice, you
will find that being able to read, wiite, speak and listen to English is also fun.
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Warm-up

1. How do you know what is going on in the world? Do you read
newspapers?

2. Besides offering information, what other functions may a piece of
newspaper play?

Text >> qaudio EQ

ewspapers

Who won the ball game? What happened at the critic [kritik]n. #i¥ %
United Nations? How did the critics like the new take place &K%
play? Minutes after an event ‘takes place, on the spot B
newspapers are on the streets 2giving the details.
*Wherever anything happens in the world, reporters
are “on the spot to gather the news. Newspapers have
one basic purpose — to get the news as quickly as
possible from those who know it to those who want telegraph [ teligra:f]n.
to know it. L]

communication

Radio, telegraph, television, and other [ka,mju:nikeifan]n.
inventions brought competition for newspapers. >So % ifi
did the development of magazines and other means merely [ mialilad. R
of communication. But this competition merely spur [spa:]vt.&vi.&n.
Sspurred the newspapers on. They quickly made use #ih: %dh: HIEY
of the newer and faster means of communication to
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improve the speed and efficiency of their own
operations. Today more newspapers are printed and
read than ever before.

Competition also led newspapers to 'branch out
into many other fields. Besides keeping readers
8informed of the latest news, today’s newspapers
entertain and influence readers, politically and
otherwise. Newspapers influence  readers
economically through advertising. Most newspapers
depend on advertising for their very existence.

Newspapers are sold for prices that *fail to
cover even a small fraction of the cost of production.
The main source of income for most newspapers is
commercial advertising. The ability to sell
advertising depends on a newspaper’s value to the
advertisers. This is measured in terms of circulation.
How many people read the newspaper?

Circulation depends '®somewhat on the work of
the circulation department and on the services or
entertainment offered in a newspaper’s pages. But
for the most part, circulation depends on a
newspaper’s value to readers as a source of
information about the community, city, county, state,
nation, and world — and even outer space.

Newspapers of the United States grew in
numbers and circulation 11along with the general
growth of the population and economy. The same
developments were seen in the press of Great Britain
and many other countries of Europe. Some of the
developments in Britain came earlier and influenced
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the United States press.

Commercial and technical forces during the
first half of the 20th century Zreversed the trend
toward more newspapers and brought *mergers and
“consolidations. Among these forces were advances
in production techniques — for example, the
invention of machines for rapidly casting curved
page plates for use on high-speed rotary presses, the
development of the rotary press itself, and the
invention of Lino-type and typecasting machines.

All these changes, and many others, "’led to
greater efficiency. But they also led to increased
costs. It became much more expensive to establish
new newspapers that could compete with the already
established giants.

Business managers of newspapers were quick
to see the advantage of producing two or more
newspapers in a single plant. The sharing of printing
facilities was only a short step from common
ownership and merger. As circulation figures grew,
advertisers found it wiser to buy advertising in one
paper with a wide circulation than in two or more
with overlapping circulations. Thus the leading
paper in a circulation tend to become stronger, and
the weak, weaker.

In 1920 there were some 2,000 daily
newspapers in the United States. In 1970 there were
about 1,960. While the number of individual
newspapers dropped, circulation figures climbed.
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ly newspapers of the United States today distribute

Ydistribute a total of about 62 million copies each [dis'tribju:t]ve.

day. ok YR
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Text Organization

1. One basic purpose of newspapers is: to get the news as (1) as
possible from those (2) to those (3)

2. Other means of communication such as (1) , (2) , (3)

magazines and other inventions brought competition for newspapers. But
this competition merely spurred the newspapers on: to improve the
4) and (5) of their own operations; to (6) into
many other fields; to inform readers of thg @) , as well as to
(8) and (9) readers politically and otherwise.

Most newspapers depend on (1) for their very existence. The
ability to sell advertising depends on a newspaper’s value to (2)

This is measured in terms of (3) , which depends somewhat on the
work of the circulation department, the services or entertainment in a
newspaper’s pages and, for the most part, depends on a newspaper’s value
to readers as (4)

For one thing, commercial and technical forces made more newspapers
possible, but on the other hand it also brought (1) and (2) ,
which made it more expensive to establish new newspapers that could
compete with the already established (3) . As circulation figures
grew, advertisers found it wiser to buy advertising in one paper with a
wide circulation than in two or more with (4) circulations. Thus the
leading paper in a circulation tend to become (5) , and the weak,

(©6)




Language Points & Background Information

1. take place: happen
When and where did the story take place?
Learning takes place when there is motivation.
2. ... giving the details: function as a subjective complement (¥ &} £1&)
3. wherever
(1) conj. in, to, at whatever place; at those places
He goes wherever he pleases.
We can leave whenever you are ready.
(2) conj. in any case or condition
Wherever is it heard of?
Wherever it is possible, he tries to help.
(3) ad. (the same functions as where, but more emphatic in mood)
Wherever are you taking me?
Wherever did you get that idea?
4. on the spot
(1) without delay; at once L%
I will attend to it on the spot.
The bullet struck his head and he was killed on the spot.
(2) at the place where one is needed; at the very place in question %
Our own reporter was on the spot as an eyewitness.
The police were on the spot within a few minutes of hearing about the
crime.
5. So did the development of ...
So + be (have, do, or modal verb) + subject. This pattern is used
meaning ‘also’.
You are young and so am [.
Tom speaks English, so does his mother.
He quickened his pace and so did I.



6. spur on vi.

(1) urge one’s horse with a spur (5 #l)

The rider spurred on to his destination (H f3k).

(2) proceed hurriedly; press forward

He was spurred on by ambition.

We spurred on (onward) through the night.
7. branch

(M) vi. Pk

The tree branches forth in spring.

@) vi. 44X 43X

He stopped where the road branched into three.

(3) n. W

In summer, the boy used to ride on the branch of the big willow in front of

the house.

@n. 5P

This bank has formed three branches in three different cities.

Syn. s

English is a branch of the Germanic family of languages.

branch out vi.

(1) KihE%

The trees branch out over the river.

(2) ¥ Rxlk%

The book firm has been branching out into selling music and records.
8. inform ... of .., : give knowledge of a fact or circumstance to

Have you informed them of your intended departure?

He asked his men to keep him well informed of the plan’s progress.
9. fail

(1) vt. (EBAER)AFRE

Everyone failed to persuade him to go to the church.

This opera failed to move the audience.

)yve. ERE, HHT

At the critical moment, his courage failed him.

I wanted to answer all the questions, but my memory failed me.
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10. somewhat ad. £/>; H4H

She was somewhat angry when pulled out of her car.

It is somewhat difficult for newspapers to survive in competition.
11. grow ... along with #-----—EHK (KB

along

(1) adv. to indicate onward movement

The dog was running along behind jts master.

Would you like me to come along with you?

(2) prep. through any part of the length of

We walked along the road.

There are trees along the river banks.
12. reverse

M. ERFAA: EH

What you should do is to reverse your direction.

Reverse the procedure, and you will get nothing.

) vi. 3%

The car reversed into a back street and stopped.

She reverses well in waltz.

3)a. HRMW

You should go in the reverse direction.

A flower is on the reverse side of the coin.

@n Hk: RE: kK GEiz)

He thought that he would make a profit, but actually the reverse was the

case.

On the reverse of the penny there is a design showing a bald eagle

carrying an olive branch in one of its claws.

These financial reverses will prevent my taking a holiday.
13. merge v. () &3: ME

Two small companies are merged into one.

As cultures are merged, traditions are lost.

In foodstuff industry, several factories emerged last year.
14. consolidate vt.&vi.

(1) 4. 45—



15.

16

17

L

Different opinions are consolidated into one at the meeting.

Several small businesses consolidated to form a large company.

(2) WE: o5&

After having entered the big company, the young man began to
consolidate his position.

They consolidated their gains by reinvesting in IT industry.
consolidation n.

The consolidation of political power depends on economical strength.
lead to: cause

These evening courses will lead to an academic degree.

This event led to a great event.

. Thus the leading paper in ... and the weak, weaker: As a result, the

chief paper in a circulation are tended to become stronger, and the weak
paper tended to become weaker.

. distribute

(vt ol oK

All the prizes are to be distributed among the winners.

Hands are hired to distribute magazines to two thousand households.
(2) ve. BUA; HIR

When spring comes, farmers distribute seeds over plowed land.

All the policemen distributed themselves about the house.

¥ Exercises about the Text

Vocabulary:
1. Fill in the blanks with the words and expressions given below, changing
the form where necessary.

take place reverse merger curve overlap
efficiency spur branch out existence  circulation
on the pot trend consolidation  facility distribute
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