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Preface

The writing of good compositions is a sign that English learning
1 approaching an advanced level. Therefore, it is hoped that this
collection of Model Compositions by Students of Peking University
(2), compiled by the College English Section of the English Depart-
ment of Peking University, delivers such a message. By reading the
model compositions written by your peers, you will find that English
writing 1s not as difficult as you might have thought. I you work
hard and learn from others’ experiences in writing, you will be able
to write compositions which are as good as, or even better than,
these.

This book collects 70 pieces, which are divided into 9 sections
according to their themes Each section serves as a window, unfold-
1ng before you the deep and rich inner world and the colorful lives of
the students of Peking University. Through these windows, you
can see the splendid and glorious world outside the ivory tower come
to life in the words of the students.

These compositions bear the following characteristics;

I. Student versatility. Although they are students of the
natural sciences, these student writers have demonstrated their en-
gagement with the arts and their concern for mankind, integrating
arts and sciences beyond the boundaries of their own disciplines.
Such versatility 15 a crucial quality for students of Peking University
to develop. Indeed, most unuversities nowadays are pursuing similar
goals, to meet the demands of future society.

II. Proficiency in writing. As freshmen and non-English ma-
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jors, it is really a miracle that these students can use English, a for-
eign language, so freely as to write fluent essays of various styles to
express their thoughts and 1deas. Even the foreign scholars who did
the proofreading and commenting were amazed that these students
could overcome the obstacles and limits of their mother tongue in or-
der to express themselves so fully.

II. Comments by scholars who are native speakers of English.
Qut of the 70 compositions, we have chosen 14 pieces to be specially
examined and annotated by foreign scholars. The purpose is for
these scholars to give an appropriate and objective evaluation of the
English compositions written by the Chinese students. You, the
reader, can thus learn what native speakers think of the writing sub-
mitted by our Chinese students, and whether or not native speakers
can understand their thoughts expressed in English. In this way,
you can gain an insight into English writing.

This book preserves the writing style of its predecessor. That 1s
to say, the original sentences of each piece remain intact, with some
inappropriate parts underlined for modification. The words and
phrases inserted by the foreign scholars as correction or refinement
are bracketed in italics.

Last but not the least, please allow me to take this opportunity
to sincerely thank the directors of the School of Foreign Languages
and the Department of English for their support of this collection. I
would especially like to thank the teachers involved in examining and
commenting on the papers (Please refer to the name list of the com-
pilers) . Many thanks also go to the foreign scholars invited to write
the foreword, to proofread, modify and comment, namely, Prof.
Tom Greer, Ms. Michelle Tsao, Ms. Carol Ottesen, Ms. Edwina
Thedford, Prof. Kyle Sessions and Mr. Andrew Sant. Thanks to
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Ms. Guo L1 and Ms. Xu Wanli of Peking University Press for their
efforts and assistance. Gratitude 1s also owed to Ms. He Shu, the
editor-in-chief of the preceding collection, because it is her experi-
ences and suggestions that have made this collection available. And
finally, a most special debt of gratitude belongs to the student writ-
ers. Their enthusiasm and their excellent compositions are the
source and the power that urged and inspired us to publish this sec-

ond collection.

Wang Ling
Zhongguanyuan, Peking University
Sept 10,2001, Teachers’Day



Foreword

The essays in this collection cover the entire spectrum of formal writ-
ing. Some of the essays come from memory while others analyze the pre-
sent and consider the future. Some subjects emerge from personal experi-
ence while others tackle social problems. Some of the items in the essays
are quite concrete while others are equally abstract.

One of the striking impressions of the essays 1n this collection is
the awareness of “place”. Many of the compositions are about Chi-
na, as one would expect. However, most of the same essays, and
others, reflect the students’ view of China as part of the global com-
munity. It is that observation that 1s most impressive.

The twenty-first century is quite young. Most of the writers of
the essays in this collection will have the privilege to live for at least
half of that century. Their concern for the problems and opportuni-
ties facing their generation is clearly seen in these essays. Cultural
identity in a global community is a concern for the youth of the new
century. How to live with Westernization from a Chinese perspec-
tive is a major theme in the essays. This conflict must remain and
must be the content of more and more essays by students.

The young men and women who composed the essays in this
collection shoulder the heavy responsibility of making the world a
peaceful and safe place to live and work. Their essays clearly reveal

that such a responsibility will not be a burden but an opportunity.

Tom Greer
Anthony Professor of Humanities
Ouachita University
Arkadeiphia, AR, USA
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The First Intimate Contact

Lord Byron wrote, “There are some feelings that time cannot
benumb.” Love may be one of the feelings.

During my first year in Peking University, I got into the habit
of doing the assignments or reading books in a particular corner of
the library. God knows why, but she always sat on the seat opposite
to (from) me. In my eyes, she was not that (the) sort of girl who

strived after dressing themselves ( to dress herself) up in order to ar-

rest other eves ( get attention ). She was plain-dressed and silent.
Maybe she was not beautiful, but I thought she had a kind of
charming temperament. From the books she read, I got to know she
was also a freshman, as I was.

As time passed, I had the desire to see her. Sometimes, I
found it hard to concentrate on my study { studies) for I could not
help observing her in a secret way. Occasionally, I found myself be-
ing observed ( by her,) and I pretended to be unaware of it. I did
not know how to describe the miraculous feeling. “Have I fallen in
love?” T asked myself I did not need an answer. I was quite sure

that was it.
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