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Preface

——He Shu

My origina purpose for assembling this compilation
was very simple: to give Peking University students an op-
portunity to express and display their English proficiency
and written talents. To let those who commit to learning
English get an inspiration from these university students
who are of eighteen or nineteen years old . In addition, the
readers confidence to write beautiful English pieces will be
risen considerably . And when | read these works, my
thoughts and feelings changed . What was originally asimple
goal in fact became not so simple after all . For | see the
classroom stretch beyond the campus, our students and
teachers inspiring and attaining accomplishments apparent to
everyone .

English is not just a branch of academia, but also a dy-
namic activity that releases and unfolds the imagination, re-
cording thoughts and experiences . It is not only an instru-
ment for conveying news and events but isalso a bright win-
dow that opens the spirit and reflects the mind .

T his reveation is the newfound purpose of this compil-
ation . Please bear in mind the following as you read these
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articles:

1) All of the undergraduates who contributed articles
are non-English majors . Some of the writers have chosen
their own themes, some have had their themes chosen for
them . Some have written them on a limited time basis,
some have written them with any period of time allowed .
And some of them have written these outside of class, while
some have written them during tests. Simply put, the
students are instructed with one request: choose your best !

2) The original writing style. You may discover that
certain words are written in italics . This was done to refine
each article. The three teachers from the United States
proofread each of the students' works, when they began
their drafts, in the middle, and towards the end of comple-
tion . However, the original content and integrity of each
piece remains intact . The style presented within each article
was suggested by the three teachers for expressive purpo-
ses . Their understanding, suggestions and overall instruc-
tions are of enormous help .

3) Chinese teachers recommendations . The comments
are not very long, but great effort, time and concern were
taken by each teacher to understand and guide each of their
students . At the same time, the influence and impressions
that these teachers make on their students no doubt have a-
so had an effect on their creations and in the content and ex-
pression of ther ideas .
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(Chen Xi)
© 09811089

The Year 2000 will be the fifth year of the dragon in
Fathers life, and wdl celebrate his birthday on May 12th
this year . Now, | really want to put something down for
him . Although Father is not a famous man, yet, as Shake-
speare said, thereis a history in all mens lives. And, toa
son, Fathes lifeisa history full of pride.

Bent Bow

As no arrow flies far without a bow, no son grows up
without a Papa.

Father is not much of a speaker, but he believes that
example is better than precept . Thus, he never tells me
what | should do or what | shouldn't . He simply acts as an
usher, who shows me something that he considers right and
then gives me the freedom to make my own decision .



Father graduated from Chongaqing University, with Ra-
dio Technology as his mgor . He did an excellent job in his
study, which | learned through his final paper marked with
97 . Then he returned _ometown home) and served as a
technician in the Radio and Transistor Factory .

In 1980, he went into raptures at the first sight of his
son . Often, he would hold me in his broad hands and kiss
me with his bearded mouth . Often, he would seat me on his
shoulder and point to the animals in thezoo for me to recog-
nize . Often, he would fetch some small insects in a match-
box so as to bring me a wonderful surprise. However, more
often than not, | just greeted him with cries and tears .

Father was transferred to the Hydroelectric Institution
when | was six years of age. And there, with his diligent
work, many honors were obtaned . | was firmly convinced
that Father could facilitate what difficulties lay ahead . He
was aways careful about his jobs and accomplished them
perfectly . But in my study, he never exerted pressure on
me, although | was rather poor at school . Mother was so
worried that she often obliged me to learn, while Father, on
the contrary, just enlisted me to go fishing with him . He
took me to mountains, rivers, pools and caves. It was he
who opened the door of the mysterious nature for me . T he
breath-taking beauty of nature, with its resistless glamour,
later led me to the Biology Department of Peking Universi-
ty .
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Father is a man of perseverance. In the 90's, computer
science has been applied widely in more and more fields .
Meanwhile, Father was deeply absorbed into that square
screen . | sometimes had strong feelings when | passed his
door at night and heard the tapping away . Yet, next morn-
ing, there was not a bit of tiredness in his red eyes. In
1992, he was granted the honor of a senior engineer, and in
1997 he won the first prize in a national computer science
contest held by Computer Science .

Father is a man who told me there is no end to learn-
ing, Father is a man who showed me that you might delay
but time will not, Father is a man who rendered help to me
and taught me to smile in the face of hardness .

Father is a bow, sonis an arrow; thefarther the arrow
flies, the more the bow bends.






