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写 在 前 面

90 年代以来 ,国内已有多种英语专业用的精读课本面世 , 1999 年外语教学与研究出版社

更是声势浩大地推出了面向 21 世纪的非英语专业用的《大学英语》系列教材。这时北大英语

系也来出一本薄薄的新编《北大英语精读》,颇有点挤上世纪末班车的意味。好像总得向教书

的老师、读书的同学交代点什么 ,于是有了下面这番并非题外话的题外话 ,以代序。

自 70 年代末起 ,北大英语系的周珊凤、张祥保教授编写了英语本科用的《大学英语》(商务

印书馆 ) ,至 1985 年共出版 4 册 ,并配有教师用书 ,北大英语系至今仍在使用。十几年来 ,随着

我国文化环境的不断开放 ,各级英语教育水平的突飞猛进已成有目共睹的事实。记得当时在

云南参加周、张教授的《大学英语》审稿会的一位前辈老师对我说过 ,他所在的普通师范学院是

不敢用的 ,太难。谁曾想 ,到了 90 年代 ,这套当时“高起点”的英语基础课本早已走出北大校

门 ,成为培训中学教员、北京晋升中高级职称之用的普及用书。“水涨船高”,编写新的课本已

迫在眉睫。

开始 ,我们只有一些奔突而模糊的灵感 ,手头的材料织了拆、拆了又织 ,几次反复后课文的

品貌才渐渐清晰起来。不过有两点认识却是从来很明确、丝毫不含糊的。首先 ,我们认为英语

专业应清楚地界定为大学的人文学科之一 ,应在这一基础上考虑精读的内容、形态和功用的问

题 ,自觉利用学生入学时已具有高起点的优势 ,让他们尽快接触具有文化影响力的英美作者的

好文章。其次 ,不能忽视传统精读的基本任务 ,强化深度理解的同时 ,还得认真训练英语技能。

虽说参与“策划”新课本的教员基本上都不是学语言学出身的 ,因此不大可能像近十年国内陆

续出版的精读课本那样 ,依据某种语言学及教学理论来系统地设计教材 ,但也不等于说我们就

没有理论根据 ,例如 19 世纪英国的纽曼 ( John Henry Newman )和阿诺德 ( Mat thew Arnold)

等人有关人文教育的经典论述和信条 ,在脑中是挥之不去的。

日前读到北大中文系钱理群先生别一种情怀的纪念北大百年的文字 (见《读书》1998 年第

5 期 ) ,不来评功摆好 ,而是充满危机意识、反省意识。这反省 ,如钱先生所说 ,既涉及教育的共

性 ,也涉及北大的个性与特点 ,即“回到起点、原点上”,进行“对教育本质的追问”。文中以深思

当今“教育精神价值失落”的心绪追忆了蔡元培校长的理想主义 :“教育者 ,养成人格之事业也。

使仅为灌输知识 ,练习技能之作用 ,而不贯之以理想 ,则是机械之教育 ,非所以施于人类也。”蔡

校长除了深得中国优秀文化传统之精华外 ,也明显受到了西方人文思想的影响。任北大校长

前 ,他曾留学德国数年 ,可想是深谙德国教育家洪堡 ( Wilhelm H umboldt )的思想的。钱先生

文中说 ,“按蔡元培的理想 ,在大学里主要应培养独立于国家体制之外 (或始终处于边缘位置 )

的 ,具有永远的批判意识 ,并且不计利害与后果的独立知识分子。”这种“不计利害与后果”的批

判精神 ,简直就是阿诺德的语言了 ,而从阿诺德追下去 ,也应是洪堡。可见人类最优秀的思想

是超越国界和时代、属于世界的。

这样一个沉重的话题与英语精读有什么关系呢 ? 在外语系 ,精读一向是全面训练听说读
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写技能的重头基础课。英语专业的教学大纲提出 ,将精读更名为“综合英语”更名符其实 ,因它

“事实上是一门训练综合技能的课程”。几十年来 ,我国的外语系基础课教学基本上就是这样

做的工具型、技能型定位。也许思想家、哲学家可以出在哲学系、历史系、中文系等等 ,可我们

只要“四会”,能在中外语言文化之间穿针引线 ,起到桥梁作用就行了。我们也常为毕业生的出

色工作而自豪。但是 ,读读蔡元培对“以致用之科为足尽教育之能事”的“实利主义”的严厉批

评 ,想想三四十年代就读于清华北大的外语界老前辈的辉煌 ,再看看走向市场经济的过程中极

端实利主义的泛滥 ,那么不难看出 ,多年来我们的外语专业基础教学中实在是缺了点什么 ,缺

了点最根本的什么。

于是 ,我们希望通过精读突破一点技能框架 ,体现将“启蒙”教育作为不可或缺的教学环节

的努力 ;换句话说 ,在传统的语言训练这个焦点之外 ,应再加上对课文的深度理解和讨论这样

一个焦点。这也是《大学英语》的编者的意思 ,记得张祥保先生说过 ,课文不应只是个“借口”,

而应该和语言现象有机联系起来看。也就是说 ,不应“得鱼忘筌”。现在时代不同了 ,过去不让

做或难以做的事 (无论从大局或学生的英语水平来说都如此 ) ,现在则不做不行了。而要内容

与语言训练并重 ,选材就显得格外重要。提高起点绝不仅是加大文字难度的问题 ,而是文中应

有一定的思想含量 ,有利于培养学生的问题意识。这些思想和问题应同人类发展过程中对自

然、社会、环境、历史和自身等方面的认识有关 ,它们无法轻而易举地回答 (有许多问题一辈子

都会萦绕在我们的脑际 ) ;它们因高于学生当前的认识而具有智性的挑战性 ,但学生又完全可

以通过对自身有限生活经验的推理性、想象性延伸 ,来理解、思考 ,并得出自己的看法。

毋庸说 ,大家在这里所看到的课文 ,实在无法轻松愉快地用做游戏的方式来提高学生的学

习兴趣 ,因为编写的前提是将大学生 (包括刚入学的学生 )视为有头脑、善于思考的成年人。课

文的讨论所激起的兴趣是深层次的思想文化上的兴趣 ,是对英语内在的特质 (如含蓄、幽默、反

讽、讽喻、多义歧义性等 ) ,以及对语言与文化的互动关系的体悟。“四会”训练当然仍要坚持 ,

作为精读课本自然要尽可能使学生学会使用完整、准确的英语来说话、写作和翻译。如果说单

纯的“四会”目标有什么问题的话 ,那就是在记忆、认知、归纳、复述等方面 ,学生得到较多的训

练 ,而推断、比较、辨析、批评层次的能力却没有得到有意识的培养。

编写的过程十分缓慢 ,但本书的课文已在北大英语系一年级的课堂上试用数年。作为具

体的编写者 ,我想特别感谢几位年轻老师 :李素苗、燕翎、冯利、刘璐。她们容忍我的拖沓 ,毫无

怨言地花了大量时间备课 ,并且十分出色地讲解了这些课文。事实上 ,编写过程伴随着前三位

老师的三个小宝宝的降生 ,使人格外有了“一万年太久 ,只争朝夕”的紧迫感。难忘北大学生对

我的鼓励和鞭策 ,但更难忘的是几年前和吴芬老师一起 ,在北京对外经贸大学为非英语专业的

500 名二年级学生讲其中的八课书 ,或许他们所表现出来的兴趣更说明年轻学生的精神饥渴 ,

说明这些课文在一定程度上确实能起到启蒙、开智的作用。正如开始编写时所希望的 ,这些文

章应能在北大以外的学校使用 ,不一定在一年级用 ,不一定作为精读用 ,不一定全部用 ,但是越

早用越好。北大的试用也说明 ,似乎不必担心课文有一定难度、对内容多加强调后 ,学生的语

言质量会下降 ;对内容的兴趣反而会促进对语言的掌握。

北大校系领导不仅从精神上鼓励 ,而且还给予时间和经费上的支持。高一虹老师曾编写

了不少练习题 ,任课教员李素苗和燕翎也热心提供了部分练习和参考材料 ,在此一并感谢。编
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写仍在继续进行 ,欢迎各类意见 ,以便日后改进。

最后想说说我的年轻同事丁宏为 ,如果不是因为他对所选课文人文品位的执著坚持 ,如果

不是他提供了大量的素材 ,如果不是出于对他所提出的标准和思路的认同 ,我本来是不会勉为

其难 ,做这件自己很不在行的事情的。

韩敏中

1999 年春于燕北园
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编 写 说 明

  本教材基于目前英语专业本科学生入学水平相当高 ,渴望有高起点的精读课本这一需求

而编写。建议在一年级使用 ,也可在二、三年级使用 ,主要视学生水平和接受程度而定。

从形式上看 ,《北大英语精读》除了增加预习项目外 ,大致仍继承了《大学英语》(商务印书

馆 )的编写体例 ,只是更强调在各个教学环节中注意思想内容与语言训练并重 ,尽量使这两个

聚焦点相互观照 ,相互补充。

选入本册有十二课书 ,每课分为七大部分 ,下面对各部分的编写思想和学习要求作一简要

说明 :

一、Activation: 即预习 ,以问题和预测词汇等小练习的方式 , 指明将要学习的课文的重

点、难点 ,以及词汇分布与内容的关联 ,不妨理解为“第一次冲击”。全部正确做出答案并非预

习的要求 ,通过讨论“激活思想”,对难点分布做到心中有数才是目的。

二、Text: 即课文 ,担负人文学科“入门”的任务 ,以精读范文的形式尽量引向英美知识传

统所关注的问题 ,而不是一般意义上所谓学生感兴趣的课题 (不妨问一下 ,中文系的学生和历

史系的学生学什么 ?)。课文与课文之间的关联也应用心体会。

三、Words and Expressions: 即词汇表。这方面改动较大 ,不是按照“生词”在课文中出现

的先后顺序给“单词”的读音、词性、词义 ,而只是列出课文中的词汇 ,按照语义相关性和一定程

度的联想原则分成“组”,每组头上的一个或数个黑体的“词目”大体上指示出课文的话题。如

第一课就有许多与词源、词义的延伸、扩展、转变有关的词 ,还有不少与政治、政体有关的词 ,这

些与我们把握课文的视角 (从人的历史、文化活动切入语言 )密切相关。当然 ,这并非严格的语

言学意义上的分组 ,而主要为学习课文服务 ,同时也是培养一种对事物之间内在联系的意识和

习惯。还须说明 ,列入词汇表的不少词并非“生词”,也不遵循前一课的生词以后不再入词汇表

的原则。或许从学习的实际过程来说 ,正是多次反复才能掌握一些比较难的用法。

四、Notes: 即课文注释 ,包括作者简介、背景、课文中的语言点和可能产生理解困难的句

子等。

五、Understanding the Text: 即有关课文的问题 ,是对课文的文化和语言层次所作的梳理

和认识。重点在“理解”,要求进行真正意义上的“精读”(close reading ) , 进入文本的内里 ,关

注它提出的论点 ,为何提出 ,特别应注意文章如何一层一层地分析和论说 (在深层次上 ,语言与

所要表达的思想更是密不可分 ) ;要求在课堂上开展充分的讨论、争论 ,但不主张离开课文进行

讨论。这些“问题”都应能从课文的文字中找到回答 (当然许多问题并不存在惟一的“正确”答

案 )。经验告诉我们 ,对课文浅表稍有了解后就甩出去 ,自信地“发表意见”,这似乎比较容易做

到 ,却远不是“理解”了课文 ;要使我们的意义有价值 ,首先要善于学习和理解人类优秀思想的

积累。

六、Exercises: 即练习。这部分是语言训练的重头 ,仍保持了语音、词项、语法、句型等方
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面的练习。特点是编写时更自觉地注意课文与练习在“话题”上的衔接 ,拓宽视角 ,内容与语言

的互补关系 ,语篇层次的练习大大加强了 ,渐渐做到学完一课书 ,基本上可以就一个课题开展

讨论 ,表达看法。另有几点须说明 :

1 . 练习均是根据从本课课文中提取的语言信息编写 ,因此是有什么练什么 (尤其针对容

易犯的错误 ) ,而不是系统的语音、词汇、语法进阶式练习 ,但总的说来 ,能覆盖中国学生学英语

的难点。有一个小练习 (一般是第三大题 )受到 GR E 的启发 ,也是因为我们不大习惯的“类

比”、“类推”的思维型式在英美文化中较常见。

2 . 编写练习时考虑到尽量让学生用所学语言表达现实生活中正在发生的事情 ,但当时的

新鲜事物到出书时早已成了旧闻或无关重要 ,恐怕任何一部教科书都无法避免这种尴尬。因

此 ,完全不必处处拘泥于练习中的文字 ,但关注生活、适当走出“课堂英语”仍应是一条原则。

3 . 为便于日后的补充和修订 ,也为了使信息更加丰富 ,本书基本放弃了北大原精读课本

练习中“滚雪球”的特色 ,但“复用”仍是学习语言的主要手段 ,只是散见于各个教学环节 ,并更

强调教师在活用已学和新学的语言现象方面的示范作用。具体的将体现在教师用书中。

4 . 因突出了内容的分量 ,教师不宜在课堂上过多作语言点的扩展 ,可以练习中出现的语

言点以及少量的扩展为参照 ,不致加重学生的负担。

七、Supplementary Reading: 即与课文话题相关的“副课文”。如第一课的副课文是课文

作者同一本书内的另一段 ,谈英语语言的另一个重要方面 ;第二课的课文成文于 70 年代 ,副课

文则涉及 90 年代同类问题的研究成果 ,含有与课文作者相左的观点。为不致加重学生负担 ,

许多生词采用随时附中文解释的做法。

总之 ,我们力图通过范文的学习渐渐对西方知识传统有所了解 ,同时又提高运用英语语言

表达较为复杂的思想的能力。我们还在继续编写 ,使用中的问题请随时与我们联系 ,以便日后

改进。

编者

2

此为试读,需要完整PDF请访问: www.ertongbook.com



CONTENTS

Lesson One   You Say Begin , I Say Commence

— To the Victor Belongs the Language ( 1)⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Lesson Two The Ab straction s of Beasts (15)⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Lesson Three The Excursion (31)⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Lesson Four Salt (45)⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Lesson Five A Lette r from Hell (59)⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Lesson Six “What Would You Do ?”The Case Method of Business Educa tion (74)⋯

Lesson Seven College P ressures (90)⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Lesson Eight W hen We Dead Awaken: Writing as Re-Vision ( 107)⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Lesson Nine In H arness: The Male Condition ( 121)⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Lesson Ten The Small H orse ( 135)⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Lesson Eleven The Two Cultures ( 154)⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯

Lesson Twelve The Mania ( 171)⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯⋯



LESSON ONE

ACTIVATION

1 . he title of the text is“You Say Begin , I Say Commence”.“Commence”, un like the n-

ative English word“begin”, comes from Latin .

1 ) Is“commence”a noun or a verb ?

2 ) Does it mean begin, or en d, or neither ?

2 . ow do the following words sound to you ? Underline those

1 ) hat sound like native Englis h word s:

t ranquil , b lood , alone , dead , versatility , concept

2 ) hat suggest bad actions:

revolution , rebellion , resistance, bloodbath , war

3 ) hat are more emotionally direct :

t ransfer , dump , winner , victor , revolution , b loodbath

3 . hich areas are the words“ revolu tion”and“corrupt”most often applied to ?

1 ) political struggle

2 ) selling goods

3 ) moral behaviour

4 ) the movements of planets

5 ) forms of words

4 . ow much do you know about history ? Draw lines to connect the proper nouns with re-

lated historical events and da tes .

15th century Jacobins English Civil War

16th century William and Mary American Civil War

17th century Confederates French Revolu tion

18th century Charles II Glorious Revolution

19th century Cromwell Restoration

5 . ow do you read“Charles II”?

1 ) Char les Two

2 ) Char les the Two

3 ) Char les Second

4 ) Char les the Second

5 ) the Charles Second

6 . W hat does the phrase“word pool”possibly mean ?

1



TEXT

YOU SAY BEGIN, I SAY COMMENCE—
TO THE VICTOR BELONGS THE LANGUAGE

Rita Mae Brown
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  Language is the road map of a culture . I t tells you where its people come from

and where they are going . A study of the English language reveals a dramatic history

and astonish ing versatility .

  A word is more like a pendulum than a fixed entity . It can sweep by your ear

and through its very sound suggest hidden meanings , preconsciou s association s . Lis-

ten to these word s:“ blood”,“ t ranquil”,“democracy”. Besides their literal mean-

ings , they carry associations that a re cultural as well as personal .

  One word can illust rat e this idea of meaning in flux :“ revolution”. T he word

enters English in the 14th century from the Latin via F rench . ( A t least that was

when it was fir st written ; it may have been spoken earlier .)“Revolution”means a

turning around; that was how it was used . Most oft en“ revolution”was applied to

ast ronomy to describe a planet revolving in space . The word carried no political

meaning .

  “Rebellion”was the loaded political word . It too comes from Latin (as does a-

bout 60 percent of our word pool ) , and it mean s a renewal of war . In the 14th centu-

ry“ rebellion”was used to indicate a resistance to lawful authority . T his can yield a-

musing results . Whichever side won called the losers rebels— they , the winners , be-

ing the repositories of vir tue and more gunpowder . T his meaning lingers today . T he

Confederate fighte rs are called rebels . Since the Nor th won that war , it can be dis-

missed as a rebellion and not called a revolution . Whoever wins the war redefines the

language .

  “Revolu tion”did not acquire a political meaning in English until at least the

16th century . I ts meaning—a circu la r movement—was still tied to its origin but had

spilled over in to politics . I t could now mean a turnabout in power . This is more

complicated than you might think .

  T he 16th century , vibrant , cruel , progressive , held as a per sisten t popular im-

age the wheel of fortune—an image familiar to anyone who has played with a ta ro t

deck . H uman beings dangle on a gian t wheel . Some are on the bot tom turning up-

ward , some are on the top , and some are hurtling toward the ground . It's as good an
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30 image as any for the sudden twists and turns of Fate , Life or the H uman Condition .

This idea was so dominant at the time that the word“ revolu tion”absorbed its mean-

ing . Instead of a card or a complicated explanation of the wheel of for tune, that one

word captured the concept . I t's a concept we would do w ell to remember .
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  Politically ,“ rebellion”was still the more poten t word . Cromwell 's seizure of

stat e power in the mid-17th century came to be called the Great Rebellion , because

Charles II followed Cromwell in the restora tion of monarchy . Cromwell didn't call his

own actions rebellious . In 1689 when William and Mary took over the throne of Eng-

land , the event was tagged the Glorious Revolution .“Revolution”is benign here and

politically inferior in intensity to“ rebellion”.

  By 1796 a shift occurred and“ revolution”had come to mean the s ubversion or

overthrow of tyran ts . Rebellion , specifically , was a subversion of the laws . Revolu-

tion was personal . So we had the American Revolu tion , which dumped George III

out of the Colonies , and the F rench Revolu tion , which gave u s the murder of Louis

XVI and the spectacle of a nation devouring itself . If you're a Marxist you can recast

that to mean one class dest roying another . At any rate , the French Revolution was a

bloodbath and“ revolu tion”began to get a bad name as far as monarchists were con-

cerned and holy significance as fa r as Jacobins were concerned . By that time“ revolu-

tion”was developing in to the word w e know today—not just the over throw of a ty-

rant but action based on belief in a new principle . Revolu tion became a political idea,

not ju st a political act .

  In the lat e 1960's and early 1970's young Americans used the word“ revolu tion”

indiscriminately . True, they wanted political power , they were opposed to tyrants

and believed in a new political principle ( or an old one , depending on your outlook)

called par ticipa tory democracy . However , that period of unrest , with its attendant

creativity , did not produce a revolution . The word quickly became corrupt ed until by

the 80's“ revolution”was a word used to sell running shoes .

  Whither goest thou , Revolution ?

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

Latin, F rench ; begin , commence ; via ( p rep .)

versatility, creativity , in tensity , image ,

significance, association , meaning ,

pool, entity , origin

acquire, absorb , cap ture , develop ( in to ) , linger , tie ( to ) , spill ( over in to ) , tag ;

corr upt (ed ) , yield ;
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apply (to) , illust rat e, indicate , dismiss ( as) , redefine , recast , reveal , suggest

potent, loaded , complicated ; lite ral , hidden; holy, benign , inferior ; specifically , indiscrimi-

nately

concept, belief ( in) , princip le , outlook , idea ; per sisten t , dominant , popular ;

the human condition , virtue;

preconsciou s ( ad j .)

authority, monarchy , monarchist , throne, tyran t ;

(state) power, nation , colony;

rebellion, rebel , resistance ( to) , subver sion , overthrow , seizure;

unrest, event , spectacle; murder , bloodbath /�--/ ;

repository , gunpowder ;

restoration, renewal;

victor, winner , loser ;

democracy;

vibran t , progressive , rebellious , lawful, par ticipa tory , dramatic, t ranquil , attendant ;

political ( ly )

astronomy, planet ; upward ( a dv .) ;

pendulum, flu x , tur nabout, twists and turns , shift , circu lar ( ad j .) ;

fortune, fate;

revolve, sweep , dangle ( on) , hur tle, devour , dest roy , concer n , depend ( on ) , dump ( out

of) , occur

whichever , whoever ;

take over , come to, do well to , play with

NOTES

1 . Rita Mae Brown /�ri�t�meI�bra�n/ —American poet , novelist (1944—  )

2 . t least that was when it was first writt en ; it may have been spoken earlier . ( ll . 9-10 )

1 ) hat—the 14th century

What does“that”mean in“ that was how it was used”( l . 11) , and in“you can recast

that to mean one class dest roying another”( ll . 42-43) ?

2 ) t was likely that“ revolu tion”had already been used in spoken English before it ap-

peared in writ ten form in the 14th century .

“May + perfect infinitive”expresses the s peaker's presen t opinion about a past possi-

bility .
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3 . Rebellion”was the loaded political word . ( l . 13 )—“Rebellion”carried political meaning

and it suggested something bad .

loaded ad j .— containing a hidden t rap , in tended to t rick

4 . as does about 60 percent of our word pool ( ll . 13-14 )

1 ) nd 60% of Englis h words come from Latin , too

as —and so

does ( used to avoid repea ting a verb )

2 ) our word pool—all the Englis h words

5 . This can yield amu sing results . ( ll . 15-16 )

   “ This”refer s to what has just been said , tha t is , the use of“ rebellion”to indicate a

resistance to lawful au thority .

   W hat does“ this”mean in the sentence :“ This is more complicated than you might

think .”( ll . 22-23) ?

6 . Whichever side won called the losers rebels . ( l . 16)

   whichever—any ( of the sides in the war) that

“W hichever side won”is the su bject of the sentence .

See also“Whoever wins the war redefines the language .”( l . 19)

7 . the Confederate figh ters ( ll . 17-18 )

   Confederate / k�n�fed�rI t/ adj ./ n . —belonging to, a suppor ter of, the 11 southern

states which left the United States in 1860 and 1861

Some other proper nouns in the tex t :

Jacobin /�d��7k��bI n/

Louis XVI /�lu�I/ or /�lu�i�/ (1754—1793)

Cromwell /�kr�mw�l/ ( 1599—1658 )

8 . aro t /�t�7r��/ deck ( l . 25 )—a set of playing cards bearing pictures of the sun , the moon ,

a hanged man , the devil , etc . instead of kings , queens and k nights of usual cards , used

in for tune-telling

9 . W hither goest thou /�a�/ ( l . 54)— ( old use) Where/ To what place are you going ?

UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

1 . n wha t way does Rita Mae Brown see the relation s between language and culture ? What

other things does she compare English words to ? W hat is the point of these comparisons ?

2 . here did the word s revolu tion and rebellion come from ? When did they fir st occur in

writt en Englis h ? W hat was the literal meaning of each at that time ? Could they be used

to indicate the same event originally ?
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3 . raw a table to illustrate the dramatic history of revolu tion and rebellion as told in the

tex t . The table s hould contain the dates , the related historical situation s , the meanings

of the two words in flux , and a brief comment on the change .

4 . hat was 16th Century England like ? What was the age's dominant idea ? W hat image

best cap tured this idea ? W hy ? What is the relationship bet ween taro t cards , the wheel of

fortune, the movement of planets , and the meaning of“ revolution”?

5 . hat happened to the word revolution bet ween the 16th Century and the end of the 18th

Century ? W hat essen tial difference is suggested in the tex t bet ween the uses of revolu tion

in“the Gloriou s Revolution”and“ the F rench Revolution”?

6 . hy can the literal meaning of rebel lion“ yield amusing results”? Discuss the hidden

meanings of the sentence“W hichever side won . . . virtue and more gu npowder .”

( ll . 16-17)

7 . ow do you under st and Brown's stat ement that“Revolu tion was personal .”( ll . 39-40 ) ?

Is“personal”in l . 7 u sed in the same sense ? Are there any words in the tex t that you

would not have u sed ? Do you th ink the difference personal , cu ltural , or political ?

8 . xplain the words ind iscrim inatel y ( l . 49 ) and corru pted ( l . 52) in their contex ts . H ave

you found indiscriminate or corrupted uses of“ revolu tion”around you ? How effective is

the image of“pendulum”for the idea of meaning in flux ?

9 . s the tex t well developed to illustrate the poin t ,“ To the Victor Belongs the Language”?

Does the tex t help you arrive at a new and different concept about language ? How potent

is the road map image for the relation bet ween language and culture ?

10 . n the t ex t there are many verbs associat ed with language and meaning . Find out those

1 ) that indicate the origin of words , 2 ) that a re similar to“ show”and“ explain”, 3 )

that indicate that a word has a cer tain meaning , 4) that indicate change of meaning , 5)

that indicate use of words in a cer tain way .

EXERCISES

I .Pronunciation and spelling:

 1 . Read the following word s:

  drama drama tic

  democracy democratic

  rebel ( n .) rebellion

  author au thority

  revolve revolution
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  origin original

  progress ( n .) progressive

  upward( s ) toward ( s )

 2 . rite out words according to the given pronunciations :

/ fIk st/ /�wI n�z/ / beI st/

/ dI s�mIst/ / dI s�t r�I d/ /�si���/

/ ji�ld/ /�spekt�k�l/ / spI�sIfIkli/

 3 . lace stresses on the following word s , adding secondary stresses where necessary :

concept ( n .) , overthrow ( n .) , benign , bloodbath , commence, corrupt , tranquil ,

turnabout , unrest , colony , en tity , gunpowder , whichever , s ubversion , indica te, il-

lust rat e, inferior , s pecifically , indiscriminately

 4 . ranscribe the underlined parts :

1 ) ab rb , re lt , ba , rebelliou amu ng , a onis hing

2 ) l nger , d ngle , tr nquil

3 ) rep it y , pp ed , p ent, m archy , astr y

4 ) r gin , f r une, c r upt , inferi r au th r ty , rest r tion

5 ) r ast , r olve, r eal , r efine, r toration

6 ) indic e , complic ed , Confeder e , illust r e , im ge, indiscrimin ely

 5 . ive the four forms of the following verb s:

occur , tag , p lan , hur tle, dump , recast , sweep , tie, spill

 6 . dd the missing lette rs pronounced / ��/ or /�/ :

s  viv  s , s  bv  sion , popul  , ill  strate,

renew  l , c  cul  , bott  m , glori  s , m  d  

 7 . dd the missing lette rs -an or -en:

domin  t , gi  t , po t  t , vibr  t , movem  t , tyr  t , at t  d  t , persist  t ,

resist  ce , signific  ce

II . Study the parts of speech and formation of the following words:

 1 . cultural , personal , political , renewal

 2 . creativity , intensity , versatility

 3 . bloodbath , gunpowder , turnabout

III . elect two words from the list and arrange them in a relationship similar to that expressed

in the given pair:
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 1 . hrone�monarchy

Christianity , revolu tion , gunpowder , turnabout , Bible , au thority

 2 . orrupted�original

yield , t ranquil , calm , lawful, unrest , rebellion

 3 . ictor�winner

pendulum , spill , flux , twist , shift , yield

 4 . evolu tion�rebellion

capture, monarchy , tag , seizure, democracy , name

IV . Fill in the blanks with prepositions and adverbs:

 1 . he boy climbed     until he got     the top of the t ree . Then he sat dang-

ling     a branch     his satchel dangling     his ankles .

 2 .         t aking a direct rou te, they flew to Guangzhou     Shanghai so

as to see the t wo newly built bridges     the Huangpu River .

 3 . t all depend s     one's taste . If you want to follow fashion     flux more

closely , then th ings made in this city may be best for you . But I would rather not buy

a pair of shoes that may have to be dumped     the garbage can     only a

month's time .

 4 . he common people in that cou nt ry did not believe     the government , for al-

though there sometimes seemed to be a turnabout     policy , they knew     

past experiences that whoever took     would do very lit tle     their inte r-

est .

 5 . Do you know that some bookstores are selling clothes ?

—So what ? Don't food stores sell computers ?

— Indeed ! Bu sinesses spill           each other these days .

 6 . ar ts of Jesus' life told     the Bible may have been based     historical

facts . Anyway it took year s for the stories about Jesus to shape     someth ing we

are reading today .

V . eplace the italicized parts with the proper forms of the following verbs, making the neces-

sary changes in the sentences:

 acquire, cap ture, come, corrupt , devour , dismiss , illust rate , linger , reveal , spill , tag ,

yield

 1 . his t ribe has no written records of its history and is usually regar ded as one o f the

uncivi lized g rou ps .
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 2 . his book gives us the inside story of the s ubversion of the st ate power in that count ry

a few years ago .

 3 . lthough he had apologized for tha t , I still couldn't get rid o f an i mp ression o f his

r udeness .

 4 . s his fur trade had broug ht h im great profits , he easily got in to luxuriou s habits ,

which soon f in ished his whole bu siness .

 5 . hat a haughty man ! H e w ould stop his ears to al l criticisms , say ing that they are

noth ing but gossips .

— I think he w ill rea lize h is ow n f aults by an d by .

 6 . h is woman's life can tell you w hat the w or d“ versa tilit y”means: as a successful sing-

er , she turned to acting and soon won the hear ts of thousands of movie fan s . And now

she has become a famous businesswoman .

 7 . lder people tend to think that the slangs , which are very popular among the young

people, have a bad in f luence on Chinese .

 8 . is lis t of examples goes be yond the boundaries of his declared topic en dlessl y .

VI . ill in the blanks withthe proper formsof the following verbs and appropriate prepositions

and adverbs:

apply , develop , dump , hurtle, oppose , spill , take, tie

 1 . o t all that we have learned at school         ( can) our professional work .

 2 . t is common for teenager s         what ever their parents say .

 3 . n five years this now backward mountain area         an indust rial and bu s-

iness centre .

 4 . hen the young governor         , he immediately star ted a reform

        parasites and profiteer s the gover nment .

 5 . he scar let letter on her chest indicated that a great dishonour         her .

 6 . e had forgott en to turn off the tap . In ten minutes the water         the

bath tub and         the bedroom .

VII .Fill in a, an, and the where necessary:

 1 . Sesame Street”is   quality product turned out with   care, forethought, and im-

pressive investments of   money , time , talen t , and good will . Rejected by   com-

mercial net works ,   program is as different from materials they broadcast to chil-

dren as   Mercedes-Benz is from   Volkswagen .
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