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FOREWORD

As China’s reform and opening policy progresses and China has
more contact with the outside world, we must be well informed
of what happens in other countries. One important way to
achieve this end is to read newspapers — English language news-
papers, specifically, because English is used more than any other
language in the world. Moreover, reading English language
newspapers is also an effective way to gain proficiency in the
English language. Unfortunately, many Chinese students major-
ing in English find it difficult to understand English language
newspapers, especially those published in the United States,
Britain, or other English-speaking countries.

There may be many reasons for it, but we believe that the
most important one is that the students lack an essential knowl-
edge of journalistic English.

As a language variety, journalistic English has its unique
features at various language levels, such as the lexical level, the
grammatical level and the rhetorical level. These features pose
great challenges to Chinese students. Once these linguistic rules

and principles are understood, many of the difficulties will disap-
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pear.

This book, JOURNALISTIC ENGLISH, is written to
meet such challenges. It distinguishes itself from other books on
the same subject by having several unique characteristics.

First of all, this book is written not in Chinese but in Eng-
lish, which we believe is more helpful to students of English.

Secondly, this book contains not only selected readings but
also systematic and detailed descriptions of the various subjects
of journalistic English. Such descriptions are important for an
accurate understanding of different kinds of articles in English
language newspapers.

Thirdly, this book devotes much space to the reading tech-
niques of journalistic English which have been neglected by other
books. Attention is given both to general reading techniques and
special reading skills pertaining to special subjects.

Fourthly, this book provides exercises for each selected arti-
cle, with which the students may check their understanding.

Fifthly, we have added a chapter (Chapter Six) which is
aimed at helping readers judge a news story correctly.

In a word, we have tried hard to make this a helpful book.
Whether or not we have succeeded awaits the judgement of our
readers. We would appreciate your feedback and criticism.

This book is written for Chinese college students majoring
in English, journalism, foreign trade, tourism, foreign affairs or
international cultural exchange. It is also a good guide for all
those who know English and are interested in reading English
language newspapers.

We want to express our heartfelt thanks to all those who
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have contributed to our work. We are particularly indebted to
Professors Zhang Jin, Zhao Fansheng, Qin Yingjun, Lii Changfa
and Xu Youzhi for their invaluable encouragement, suggestions,
and indispensable help, and to Mr Brian Sherwin, who has been
kind enough to go over the manuscript carefully and make vari-
ous improvements. We also want to acknowledge our indebted-
ness to all the authors of the reference books that we read in the

process of writing this book.

The Compilers
November , 1994
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CHAPTER ONE
THE FRONT PAGE

I INTRODUCTION

An English language newspaper usually has many pages, and of
all the pages, the front page, that is, the first page, is the most
important. The front page carries the big news. The most im-
portant news event of all on this page is given the biggest head-
line and the story with the biggest headline is called the top story
or the main story.

English language newspapers, like other newspapers, try to
give all the important news on the front page. Since there is not
enough room on the page for every story, the editors usually
break long stories into two parts. At the end of the first part,
there will be a line saying, for example, “continued on page 2”.
The reader then turns to page 2 to read the rest of the story.

In almost all cases, English language newspapers put special
features on the front page. Such features are usually found at the

bottom of the page. An index or table of contents, the weather,
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or other information of public interest, can also be found on this
page.

Many English language newspapers have six, seven, or
eight columns. These columns are usually divided by a thin black
line or kept apart by margins known as white space.

In reading an English language newspaper, the reader
should start with the first page for the following reasons:

« The front page often summarizes the main stories to be
found on the inside pages.

« It has an index or table of contents which serves as a
guide to the whole paper.

+ It carries big headlines, main stories and pictures which
constitute the most dramatic and interesting news section of the
whole paper.

+ It also provides a lot of cultural information about the in-

terests and value of the reading public.

I  KEY PARTS OF THE FRONT PAGE

There are many parts on the front page; the most important ones
are as follows:

Nameplate The nameplate, also called the “flag”, is the
name of the newspaper, which always appears on the top of the
front page in large, capital letters, such as CHINA DAILY,
THE WASHINGTON POST, and THE SUNDAY TIMES.

Ears The ears refer to the boxes on each side of the paper’s
name., Some newspapers have only one ear on the left or right

side of the nameplate. In the ears you can usually find informa-
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tion about the weather, or the sections of the paper, or short ad-
vertisements.

Cut The word “cut” used here is derived from “woodcut”,
a way to print pictures in the early period of newspaper printing.

“

Now “cut” refers to any kind of illustration, such as a photo,
drawing, graph, and weather map.

Cutlines Cutlines refer to the explanatory lines with a pic-
ture or illustration, usually under the picture.

Headline The headline refers to the heading printed in
large letters above a story in a newspaper.

By-line The by-line refers to the line directly beneath the
headline giving the writer’s name.

Dateline The dateline refers to the line at the beginning of
a story which includes both the date and place of origin of the
story. The name of the place goes before the date and all its let-
ters should be capitalized. Datelines need not always contain the
date, often only the place of origin.

Wire Service Symbol The wire service symbol refers to the
symbol of a news organization which supplies news stories. The
largest and most often used wire service organizations of the
United States and Britain are Associated Press, United Press In-
ternational and Reuters. Wire service symbols are placed in pa-
rentheses, for example, (AP) or (UPI). Wire service symbols
always follow the dateline, for instance, UNITED NATIONS
(AP)—.

Lead The lead refers to the main or opening part of a piece
of newspaper writing.

Body The body refers to the rest of a news story which
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supports the lead with facts in a diminishing order of impor-
tance.
Index The index refers to the table of contents to be found

on the inside pages of a newspaper.

I HOW TO READ THE FRONT PAGE

Since the front page is very important, the reader should know

how to read and use it.
A LOOKING FOR THE TOP STORY

Traditionally, newspapers placed the top story or the main story
in the top right corner. This was partly because most news-
papers used an eight column banner (a page-wide headline in ver-
y large type) as their standard headline on the top story of the
day and it was logical to place the story where the headline en-
ded. However, in modern typography, the eight-column banner
head is not used frequently and most newspapers are placing their
top story in the upper left-hand corner of the page where it cat-
ches the reader’s eye immediately. Then they display a story or
photograph of almost equal importance in the upper right-hand
corner of the page.

The top story serves as a strong attention-getter, and there-
fore, it is given the biggest headline, accompanied usually with a

large picture. Sometimes it is an unusual story placed in a box.
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B READING THE HEADLINE TO FIND THE SUBJECT OF
THE STORY

Apart from the top story there are still several other important
news stories on the front page. The reader may not be interested
in all of them, and may, for instance, only want to read those
concerning politics. How then can he quickly find the subject of
the story, that is, whether the story is political, economical,
diplomatic, scientific, educational or military The answer is to
read the headline and judge from its key words what the story is
about.

As we know, newspaper headlines vary greatly in size. This
is not only because the headlines are supposed to help grade the
value of news stories, that is, bigger headlines for more impor-
tant stories, but also because the contrast in size of headlines
makes a more attractive and easier-to-read page.

Accordingly. the reader should choose bigger headlines to
read, grasp the key words in them, and decide what kind of sto-
ry is being presented.

Below are some headlines. Try to guess the main subject of
each story before reading the explanations that follow.

Sino-Thai meeting stresses close ties

The key words in the headline are “Sino-Thai meeting” and
“ties”, from which we know the story is diplomatic.

CPPCC chairman stresses democracy

From “CPPCC” (the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference) and “democracy” we know the story is about poli-

tics.



