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Directions. Sudy the following drawing carefully and write an essay in which you should

1. describe the drawing,
2. interpret its meaning, and
3. support your view with examples.
You should write about 200 words neatly on ANSWER SHEET

AR NRFIE R
3 1 (describe the
drawing) 2. (interpret itsmeaning) 3. (support
your view with examples)
1.
2002 Directions: Study the following

picture carefully and write an essay entitled* Cultures—National and International”
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. The description of the drawing
1. A runner is dashing to the finishing line.
2. Heisoverjoyed at the final victory.
3.“ Starting Point” isright on the near track before him.
. Interpreting its meaning
1. What’s the author’s intention?
2. There is no end for one to make progress.
. Supporting examples
1. The example of the discovery of the gene
2. The safe return of Shenzhou V spaceship
3. The personal example of ourselves
Conclusion: Be well prepared for a new starting

Stopping for a New Start
From the drawing we may see a runner who is dashing to the finishing line, dripping with
sweat all over the forehead. Apparently, he is overjoyed at the final victory of the race after a long
running. Right on the sports track nearby, there are two huge Chinese characters which read
“ STARTING POINT” .
What does the author of the drawing try to reveal to us? Judging from the title“ Finishing Line
Leads to Another Starting Point”  we know the athlete’s intention: he tries to indicate that there is
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no end on the way of making progress.

This drawing reminds me of alot of phenomenain the world. The most obvious example isthe
discovery of gene, which isthe final solution to the mystery of life. On the other hand, it is a staring
point that triggers the study of cloning. Another example is the safe return of Shenzhou V spaceship,
which marks the triumphant end of the launch. At the same time, it unveils a new era for China’s
space exploration. A third example, something about ourselves. Four years’ college life is now
approaching the end and each of us is going to stand at a new starting point, either as a postgraduate
or a member of the society. In this sense, we are stopping for a new start. Only when we are
well-prepared for it, can we meet the challenge in the future and be the winner of the new era.

Unitkl 2005 1

Part A

Directions. Two months ago you got a job as an editor for the magazine Designs & Fashions. But
now you find that the work is not what you expected. You decide to quit. Write a letter to your boss,
Mr. Wang, telling him your decision, stating your reason(s), and making an apology.

Write your letter with no less than 100 words. Do not sign your own name at the end of the
letter;use “Li Ming” instead. You do not need to write the address.

23 January, 2005

Dear Mr. Wang,

| am writing to tell you that | have decided to resign my job because | now realize that a job
concerning fashions is not my interest. In fact, | prefer to take a job in politics. However, | am still
very grateful to you for having given me the opportunity to work as an editor for this magazine.
Two months have passed since | first stepped into this office. It is a great challenge to be an editor.
During the period, | met many problems and tackled them with the help of my colleagues. To be
frank, | have redlly learned alot. | feel sorry that | will not go on working here, and aso | am sorry
for any inconvenience | have caused. | will always remember the good days with everyone here.
Please accept my letter of resignation.

Yours,
Li Ming
2
23 January, 2005
Dear Mr. Wang,

I’m writing to inform you that I’ve decided to resign my current position.
First, because of changes in my personal financial responsibilities, I have had to seek a

position that offers a higher salary — although I understand your budgetary constraints. Furthermore,
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rush-hour traffic and my two-hour daily commute have become a growing frustration for me, and,
therefore, it is necessary for me to locate a position nearer my home that will allow me more time
with my family.

Please understand my decision and | feel sorry for any inconvenience caused.

Yours,
Li Ming
Notes
1. resign one’s job 4. tackle
2. fashion 5. colleague
3. be grateful to somebody for something 6. to be frank

7. resignation

Useful Words and Expressions
1. A contented mind is the greatest blessing a man can enjoy in this world. —J. Addison

2. He may well win the race that runs by himself. —Benjamin Franklin

3. Man is a gaming animal. He must be always trying to get the better in something or other.
— Charles Lamb

4. Work and love—these are the basics. Without them there is neurosis. —Theodore Reik

However

Part B

Directions. Write an essay of 160—200 words based on the following drawing. In your essay, you

should first describe the drawing, then interpret its meaning, and give your comment on it.
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A Football Match of Parent-Supporting

In this cartoon, four grown-up children are struggling to kick away their old father so as to
keep their own goal, symbolizing their own families.

It gives a sarcastic description of a social problem, that is, how, in real life, some people try to
shirk the responsibility of supporting their old parents.

To solve the problem, pressure from social morality and the public, which are not compulsive
forces, is not likely to work well. Comparatively, resorting to legal actions can bring more security
to these abandoned aged people’ rights. But we have more to ponder. Do the parents set up a good
example in their children’s early education in such basic things as loving and caring about others?
Should not the society, including the school and media, have the obligation of guiding the children
in the right way? When the sad “football match” takes place, it is not only a tragedy of these
“players”, but also of the audience and the society that nourishes it.

A virus only grows strong in a suitable environment, and this is just the best starting point for

us to stop it.

2
The cartoon symbolically states the ways that three sons and a daughter treat their old, helpless
father. They each stand in a different corner of a football field. The eldest son kicks out the father,
who huddles up into a ball. The other children prepare to ward him off. It is sad to see none of the
children is willing to receive their father.
The picture is thought-provoking. What it illustrates is a common phenomenon in today’s

society: many grown-up children refuse to support their aging parents. While they enjoy a
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comfortable life, their parents are neglected and left alone to face poverty. As these elderly people
have grown so physically weak that they are not capable of supporting themselves any longer. |
think these children have betrayed their own conscience and therefore should be criticized by the
society.

According to Chinese culture, to be kind to on€e’s parents is the height of virtue. We owe so
much to our parents in that they not only gave us life, but have done so much in bringing us up as
well. It is not reasonable against nature for us to shirk the responsibility of taking care of our
parents when they are old. Furthermore, we have the duty to pay back their love by making their
later years enjoyable and happy.

Notes

1. goal 5. ponder

2. sarcastic 6. morality

3. shirk one’s responsibility 7. compulsive
4. ethical norms 8. ward off

Useful Words and Expressions
1. People who don’t cherish their elderly have forgotten where they came and where they go.
—Ramsey Clark

2. Parents learn a lot from their children about coping with life. —Muriel Spark

3. Be it ever so humble, there is no place like home. —John Howard Payne

4. Home is the place where, when you have to go there, it has to take you in. —Robert Frost

5. Charity begins at home, but should not end there. —Thomas Fuller

6. He is the happiest, be he king or peasant, who finds peace in his home.

—Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

7. Blood is thicker than water.
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to solve the problem
comparatively

Unit2 2003

Directions Sudy the following set of drawings carefully and write an essay in which you should
1. describe the set of drawings, interpret its meaning, and
2. point out itsimplicationsin our life.

You should write about 200 words neatly on ANSWER SHEET . (20 points)

The set of drawings above vividly depicts the destiny of a flower in different circumstances.
As is shown in the first cartoon, the flower is placed in a comfortable greenhouse which shelters it
from the threatening lighting and storm. With proper temperature, moisture and fertilizer, the flower
is growing in full bloom. On the contrary, when removed from the greenhouse and exposed to the
driving rain, the flower soon fades and withers, with the petals cast about on the ground.

To begin with, the purpose of the drawings is to show us that the flower growing in the
greenhouse cannot withstand the test of the storm, yet the symbolic meanings subtly conveyed
should be taken more seriously. The delicate flower is_naturally associated with young people, to be
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specific, the only children—in our current society; the greenhouse epitomizes parents’ doting care
and abundant material supplies that can shield the children from the storms, or the harsh reality.
Once the young people begin to seek independence and accept challenges from the real world, they
are found too spoiled to be strong enough in the face of difficulties.

Accordingly, it is vital for us to derive positive implications from these thought-provoking

drawings. On the one hand, we can frequently use them to enlighten the youth to be more

independent in life. On the other hand, parents should be sensible enough to give their children

more freedom to deal with troubles and problems. Only by undergoing more challenges and toils in

adversity can young people cultivate strong personality and ability, and only in this way can they

become winners in this competitive world.

Notes

depict epitomize
moisture derive...from
fertilizer implication

Useful Words and Expressions

bloom spoil

fade and wither withstand the test of the storm
petal

doting care abundant material supplies

“ ” 1998

2003
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Unitk3 2002

Directions: Sudy the following picture carefully and write an essay entitled “Cultures—National
and International”. |n the essay you should

1. describe the picture and inter pret its meaning, and.
2. give your comment on the phenomenon.
You should write about 200 words neatly on ANSWER SHEET . (20 points)

Cultures — National and I nternational

In this picture, we see an American girl wearing traditional Chinese costume. The costume
looks like that of a Chinese ethnic minority, consisting of ajacket of hand-made cloth, a necklace of
beads, pendant earrings and a head-gear decorated with pearls.

The picture shows us a general fact that, as western culture appeals to us, the Chinese
traditional culture also has great attraction for foreigners. We do not just have foreigners wearing
Chinese clothes, but we also have them singing Chinese songs, eating Chinese food, speaking
Chinese language, learning Peking opera and performing Chinese cross-talk. Chinese towns are
listed as World Heritage Cites; Chinese New Year and Dragon Boat Festival are observed in a
number of western countries; China Towns are found in European cities and Chinese culture is
becoming more and more international.

Mutual understanding and respect between cultures is very important to world peace and
development. Yet cultural difference and uniqueness is also very important in a time of
globalization when all countries are becoming more or less alike. During the process of our
country’s reform and modernization, we should not only reject the idea of total westernization, but
we should make conscious efforts to preserve what we have inherited from our ancestors.
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Notes

appeal to to
She appealsto me.
pendant n. ,

Useful Words and Expressions
ajacket of hand-made cloth

anecklace of beads
earrings
Chinese food

Does the idea of working for ajoint venture
company appeal to you?

ChinaTowns

World Heritage Cites
cultural heritage
Dragon Boat Festival
Peking opera

Yet cultural

difference and uniqueness is also very important in a time of globalization when all countries are
becoming more or less alike. ...but we should make conscious efforts to preserve what we have

inherited from our ancestors.

Unit4 2001

Directions. Among all the worthy feelings of mankind, love is probably the noblest, but everyone

has his/ her own understanding of it.

There has been a discussion recently on the issue in a newspaper. Write an essay to the

newspaper to:

(2) show your understanding of the symbolic meaning of the picture below,

(2) give a specific example,

(3) and give your suggestion to the best way to show love.
You should write about 200 words on ANWER SHEET . (20 points)

The lamp in the picture is not an ordinary lamp. It is not burning into a flame , but into a bright

smile. It lights up the dark place, driving away the darkest night. The words tell us that the light is
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love and, like the bright smile, it brings enlightenment and warmth to peopl€’s mind. It shines with
the light of love and care, and of science and knowledge, dispelling poverty, ignorance, and
superstition from the world.

In contemporary China, love is most needed in areas which are stricken by poverty and natural
disaster. The remote countryside suffers from the lack of fund and the lack of knowledge, and
therefore people there need support. All donations of money, clothing and services will be like a
lamp to people who are living in darkness. A little money will bring a child back to school, help
farmers build water cellars, and provide people with the means to obtain the vital knowledge that is

needed to change their lives. Therefore, every penny that we give will be most appreciated and will
achieve its maximum effect in poverty relief.

Notes
dispel ...from : to drive away or off by, or as if by scattering

superstition n.

Useful Words and Expressions

bring into a flame ignorance
drive away the darkest night poverty
water cellars the lack of knowledge
“ love” “ Everyone has his/her own understanding
Of it” 113 ”
“ noblest” “ Everyone has

his/her own understanding of it” “ love” : ?
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It is not burning into
aflame, but into abright smile. All donations of money, clothing and services will be like alamp to
people who are living in darkness.

Unitk5 2000

Directions:
A. Sudy the following two pictures carefully and write an essay of at least 150 words.
B. Your essay must be written neatly on ANSWER SHEET
C. Your essay should meet the requirements below:
1. Describe the pictures.
2. Deduce the purpose of the drawer of the pictures.
3. Suggesting counter-measures.

A Brief History of World Commercia Fishing
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The picture shows that commercial fishing has developed a great deal since the beginning of
the twentieth century. In 1900, fishing industry was small and few fishing fleets were operating on
the sea, but in 1995, the sea is crowded with trawlers trying to catch fish. The growing number of
fleets is a sign of the fast development of the industry and also that of the growing demand for sea
products in the consumer market.

Yet the picture also shows the shrinking of marine resources. There is less and less fish to
catch. The development of commercia fishing is perhaps good for jobs and thus for money, but it is
certainly not good for sustainable development. If excessive fishing went on as it has done in the
past century, there would be no fish to catch by the end of the next century.

Something must be done to change the situation. Legidation is required to limit the number of
fishing boats, control the size of fishing industry, and impose a ban on fishing for certain period of
each year. We must campaign against excessive consumption and against wasteful exploitation of
natural resources. Laws must be implemented to enforce the annual non-fishing period to allow fish
to reproduce and grow up, and therefore to maintain the balance of marine life and protect the
biological diversity which is being destroyed by the fast-developing and over-sized commercial
fishing.

Notes

legislation

impose on, upon

a. impose a tax

b. New duties were imposed on wines and spirits.

c. Don’t impose yourself on people who don’t want you.

Additional Words and Expressions

the consumer market excessive consumption
fishing industry grow up

marine resources reproduce

natural resources maintain the balance

a ban

the shrinking of marine resources. Laws must be implemented to enforce the annual
non-fishing period to allow fish to reproduce and grow up, and therefore...
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Unit6 1999

Directions:
A. Sudy the following graphs carefully and write an essay in at least 150words.
B. Your essay must be written neatly on ANSWER SHEET
C. Your essay should cover these three points:
1. effect of the country’s growing human population on its wildlife
2. possible reasons for the effect

3. your suggestion for wildlife protection
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The Ups and Downs of Population Growth

The graph shows that the U.S. population grew from below a million in 1800 to around 250
million in 1990. In less than two hundred years, the country had an additional population of 250
million. While the human species prospered, many animal species disappeared from the U.S.
territory. The number of species becoming extinct between 1800—1900 amounts to a total of 70, the
fast extinction coinciding with the fast growth of human population in the same period. The contrast
shows that human activities were probably responsible for these extinct species, or at least
unfavorable for their survival.

The crucial period of 1800-1900 was the century of industrial revolution and fast
technological development. Railway and steamboat increased people’s mobility; new machinery
and devices improved people’s ability to exploit nature. From the 13 colonies of the east coast, the
Americans moved gradually towards the wild west. Forests were cleared to build towns and cities
for the growing population. As human civilization pushed its boundary towards the uncultivated
land, wild animals lost their proper habitat.

Animal protection is important, because each species is a link in the biological chain. The
disappearance of each species will pose a threat to the survival of other species. We must take

action to protect wildlife and maintain the earth’s biological diversity. We must enhance public
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awareness of the endangered species. The government should ban and the public should boycott
ivory products and also products made from whale, tiger, bear and other endangered species. We
should protect forests and establish animal reserves, and use science and technology to help
endangered species to reproduce. And above all we should change our attitude toward animals,
learning to regard them as friends, not as something that we can dispose of freely.

Notes

coincide with (with)

My opinion coincides with his.

These two lines coincide with each other.

This story coincides with the facts.

regard...as regard A as B A B
dispose of

Useful Words and Expressions

prosper human civilization
be responsible for threat
colonies enhance public awareness

As human civilization pushed its boundary

towards the uncultivated land, wild animals lost heir proper habitat.

The contrast shows that ...

In less than ...

Population grew from below....to around ...
While ... prospered, ... disappeared while

Unit7 1998

Directions:
A. Sudy the following two pictures carefully and write an essay of at least 150 words.
B. Your essay must be written neatly on ANSWER SHEET
C. Your essay should meet the requirements below:
1. Write out the messages conveyed by the cartoon.
2. Give your comments.(15 points)



