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Dialogue 1:At Breakfast [ [
(W =WangU 0 00OM=Mike 00O

W : Good morning, Mike.
oogooon

M: Morning, Mr. Wang. I hope you had a good night’s rest.
oo oooodoonoon

W : Yes, thanks. I slept like a log™.
Joodoooodogod

M- Would you like to have breakiast now? How about some
fruit juice first?
ooooddoooooodoooao

W: No, thank you. 'm not used to cold drinks in the morn-
ing
Jodddooooooooooon

M : How about milk, then?
OoO0oooood

Wi Yes, please.
doooooon

M: By the way, what do you have for breakfast in China,
Wang?
O0000 dooboooboobodn



W. Well, in China, breakfast at home consists of a combi-

nation of liquid and dry foods.
000000000000 0oon

Mo What are they?
goodgn

W : The former may be bean-curd soup, milk, rice gruel with
pickles, oatmeal or a powdered milk drink; the latter in-
cludes steamed bread”, deep-fried dough sticks'®, or
leftover cooked dishes from the night before.
D0dootdmbmobooomuoooood
dooddooooodgoooon

M: I see. I can ask Laura to make porridge for you, if you

like.
oo ddddioooogoooodougn

W : Please don’t cook anything specially for me. Fll just have
things usually served here. Do in Rome as the Romans
dot®l,
ODO0000O000o00o0ooooOobooooooao
OOoo0oooooog

M: That’ very considerate of *' you. Now, would you like ba-
con or eggs?
Jddoooooobooooooooooooo

W Eggs, please.



googoon

M: How could you like your eggs done every moming,
Wang? Boiled, fried, poached, scrambled?
Moot miomom g
gooougd

W . I like them no matte r how they are done. And in China,

we usually eat eggs 1 the moming, too.
oo oobooggao

00

M: Oh, really. Anything else?
Doodoooooodon

W : No more. Thank you.
000 .000

Dialogue 2:Talking about Food Customs
000000

OW=Wang U UUUOM=Mike U U

W . Mike. I’ve been told that you shouldn’t arrive too early if

you're invited to a dinner party by an American?
ogdpoopoobobobobobobobobbobobobdn
gdpoogd

M: Yes, just make sure you're not earlier than the time set.



Joooboobobbbodoooodod

W. Why so?

M.

M-

Wo

Oooo

That’s just the custom here. Maybe the host and hostess
are still busy running around finishing last minute chores.
Jooobodbouobobouobobuoouooo
Ooogd

- But it is not the case in China. You’d better arrive earli-

er, otherwise, the host will think you’re impolite.
oo ooognoond
googdnonoad

Oh, T will keep this point in mind.
O ogogd

... Eh... What should I bring? 1 certainly can’t go there
empty-handed. You know, in China we always bring
some gifts to a dinner party, such as fruits, cakes, a
common gift especially in the Spring Festival.
Oooodoodoodooooooodoootdn
goododdooodoooooddooooon
oo ooggn

: It is not necessary if you're a frequent of the family, but

if you're invited for the first time, you could bring a

small gift such as a bunch of flowers, or candy for kids.



You know, this is just a “token” gift.
Jooooodoooooooooooggoooo
Jogdodoooodooooooooodnao
Jdooooooggoo

W Oh, I see.
O0o0oooon

M: Wang, someone told me that a guest in a Chinese house
never finishes a drink or food, is that so?
oo oog
OoOmodgod

W: Yes, it’s also a Chinese custom. You should leave a little
to show you have had enough. If you eat up the dish the
host gives you, he will think you need more and then

continue giving you the dish.
oo oooo

ogbbbogboooobouboouoboood
U0 ooooooon

M: But in the United States, “seeing the bottom” of all the
plates is the ideal ending to a meal. It means guests
should eat up all the food to show that they had enjoyed

it, otherwise, the host would think they don’t like the
dishes.

doooogdoooooodooooooogo
dooooddoooooodooooooooon



ooon

W: Well, in my country, it is a sign that the hosts have not
prepared enough. By the way, what should I say at the
table?
ooodo® o™ ooduouoodouododgo
Odoodoodooodood

M: The conversation at the table is rather general. Don’t
bring up any serious topic. But you should remember to
comment about how good the food is. Otherwise the host
will think you don't like it.
oooddoootdbodoodooooooodd
Doodoouoouodoouoouoooodon
0000

W : Shall 1 offer to help the hose and hostess wash the dishes
after the meal?
Oooooooouoooodd

M: We American always leave all the washing-up the next
morning.
oooobootobobbtobobogtoboboodobood
0 O

W Oh, there are so many different dinner customs in China
and America.

oboogbouoboobobooboobd



Dialogue 3:At Tea U U

(B = Mrs. Black 0000 L = Lawa 0D 00OW =
Wang U U U U

B: What time is it now?
EREREREREEE

L. Five to four.
0 50 400

B: It’s tea time then. Have you carried in the tea-things'®,
Laura?
oobobbogoobbooobobogo

L: Everything is on the table.
goooogod

B. Is the water boiling?
00000

L: Yes. The tea is quite ready. Look, here comes Mr. Wang,.
goooooooooooooddddn

W Oh, what a fine set of china! I admire the shape of the
teapot and cups. Isn’t Mike coming?
oo oboboboboboboboooood

gogdg

B: No, he has tea at his office on weekdays. I'll pour. Do
you like your tea strong or weak?



oboogboodobobbooooooogoogd
ogoogn

W : Rather weak, please.

B:

goooogn

Would you like to have milk and sugar in your tea?
oduouoodad

: No, thank you. The Chinese have their tea without milk

or sugar. And we drink green tea instead of black tea at

home.
oo dndgn

oooon

. Oh, I see. May I offer you a slice of this cake? These

cakes are in fashion.
oo dodoooddddoooogon

W : Thank you. How about yourself?

B:

oooouoboooood

Pm going to slice this loaf. I like to have bread and but-

ter. Laura, pass me the butter, will you?
o000 boboonLboobogn

oo man

. Here you are. And here is jam for you.

ooggood

. Mr. Wang, help yourself to these cherries and strawber-



ries.
oo oooonodg

W: 1 will take a few cherries.
ERERERERERERE

B. Take another one, Wang!
googood

W : Thank you, I have had plenty. I've enjoyed a pleasant af-
ternoon. I must go now.
goootdootdboboooodoouobouooodon
0 O

B: Must you really go? It’s still quite early, isn’t it?
J0ooooooodon

W: I am afraid I must go as it’s going late. Goodbye!
Joooooooooooooooog

B: You must come again. See you soon.

oooboooboogn

Dialogue 4:A Dinner Party U U

(W =Wang D000 M=Mke UU UM W -
Mrs. Wang U U O [

W : Hello, Mike. 'm glad to see you again in China.



gooboobbobooobboooboon

M. Me too. We haven’t seen each other for about two years.
O000oooooboooooooooood

Mrs. W: Dinner is ready. Please come to the dining room,
everybody.
Joouooggoooon

M. Wow, what a marvelous table you have here, with all
those dishes on! I've long heard that Chinese dishes are
well-known the world over for their color, aroma and
taste. They look so good, and.I’'m sure they taste good,
too.

Ooooboooboouooouooodooddndn

Obodododouododoodouodonnn

W . Thank you. I hope you’ll like them. We'll start with these
cold dishes, which is different from American way. Your
first course is soup, isn’t it?

oogboobooboogboboooogbgobo
ooobobobbbobbooooobboon

M- That’s true.
U d

W : Shall I serve you, Mike?
Oodooooogo

M: No, it’s all right. I can help myself™



ooooogoogn

W : This is braised pork shoulders, my wife did it.
goodooooooood

M: Really? O Afier tasting the dish) It’s delicious.
Jogoooodoooog

W : Let me help you to some sweet and sour fish,
Doodouodod

M: Sweet and sour fish?
Oododad

W: Yes, the fish is first fried, and then a sauce made of
vinegar and sugar is poured over i.
D000t gbobtooooboboobobddd
Odoad

M: Oh, it’s really good. ... This chicken is really tender. It
melts in your mouth. How is it cooked?
oddddooooooooooooogoogd
Oooogano

W. This is called “beggar’s chicken”. The chicken is wrapped

in lotus leaves, then covered with clay and baked.
OO0 D00’ OooogobbomOogdgobai

M: What a unique way!
Jooooogo



W : Mike, here’s another plain home dish, spicy bean-curd. I
hope you don’t mind spicy food.
Jomodooobdl — o0ogggooooo
Ooooad

M: I love spicy food. It just hits the spot'®). I dare say this is
the best spicy bean-curd I've ever tasted in China.
DO0d0ddodbooooooOooooooooood
ERERERE

W: Oh, Mike, you're appraising me.
ooooooooo

M: I mean it. I like everything you cooked. Back in the
States, Chinese food is Americanized. It never tastes re-
ally Chinese.

0000000000 000O0000o0o0oooa
O0000000000000000000000

W : Would you like some more MaoTai?
goooooodo

M: Oh, no, thanks. Pm driving tonight. I've heard that a
Chinese dinner usually consists of many courses, but I

really can not have any more.
Odbodobodoodoooodooodoognn

Jobobogooobotoboooboobod

W . Why, we've just started. More dishes are coming.



oogoboubouboogbnogbnboogbg

Dialogue 5:Making Chinese Dumplings
0000

OW=Wang U0 UODUM=MikeU U U

M: Chinese dumplings are my favorite food. Could you tell
me how to make them?
Joooodooooono gooodgoogad

W : Sure. First of all, pour some water into the wheat flours,
and stir it until it becomes a piece of dough. You should
also prepare some filling, which can be vegetable or meat.
Ogoddboooodooddboooodooogdoood
gooooouoodobogoboootdooddondgd
0o

M: Then what should I do with the dough and filling?

goodood

W : Cut the large piece of dough into many small pieces, roll

the dough with a rolling pin into round, thin wrappers.
oo oodooouooououooudano
Oooooddn

M. How thin should the wrappers be?

googod



W:It's up to you. You only need to make sure that the
dumplings won’t burst when you boil them. But many
Chinese like thin wrappers.
odboooodooououooboddooodd
Odoododno

M: I see, what should I do next?
oo oddnodd

W: Then put the fillings in the center of a wrapper and fold
it up. The last thing to do is te boil them.
doodooootdooboboooodoboboogggd
Ooodg

M. It’s easier said than done, isn't it?
Jdododododododd

W: Yes. Well, in northern China, dumplings are dipped in
vinegar and soy %auce, and eaten with a piece of raw gar-
lic.
Jodddoooooobotudooooooogd
oo, 0oboooood

Mo Thank you. I'll try it right now.
Jooobooubogoooo



Note /j

.sleephkealog 0oo0oooooooonno
2. steamed bread U U U U U U U steamed bun,
3. deep-fried bough sticks [ U
4. Do in Rome as the Romans do. U U 0 00
5. be considerate of sb. [ [ [ [
6. the tea-things U0 U0 U D000 UOU tea set,

7. help myself 00 000 00O help sb. to sth. (0 O 0O O
o*“ ggogoog” oot

8. hitthespot UL UDODOODODOODOOOOODOONODO
o000 SpotDD‘ D000 ogooobo"m od
“ D000 ooorg

U 0O OPm very thirsty. A cold glass of beer would hit the
spot now.

gbbogbbobguubooouboogbood



T )—vn—‘

<Useful Sentences
< Useful Ser ‘_JB

C:)

1. How do you find the dish?
Oo0ooodddon

2. May I help you to some ...
gododdoooooodd

3. A drop won’t hurt.
gouoood

4. I'd like something light, please.
Jooooooooogd

5. Say, do you smell something buming in the kitchen?
Do0D0DO0000oODOOo0oDooOoOoon

6. Please sit down and make yourself at home.
ogooooogd

7. Thank you for a wonderful night. I enjoyed it very much.
goboooooooooooddd

8. The flavor is potent and lingers on the palate for a long
" time.

ooooo obougbooboooon



