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Passage 1

Why do so many Americans distrust what they read in their newspapers ¢ The American Society of
Newspaper Editors is trying to answer this painful question . The organization is deep into a long self -anal-
ysis known as the journalism credibility project .

Sad to say, this project has turned out to be mostly low -level findings about factual errors and spell -
ing and grammar mistakes, combined with lots of head -scratching puzzlement about what in the world
those readers really want.

But the sources of distrust go way deeper. Most journalists learn to see the world through a set of
standard templates ( patterns) into which they plug each day’s events. In other words , there is a conven-
tional story line in the newsroom culture that provides a backbone and a ready -made narrative structure
for otherwise confusing news.

There exists a social and cultural disconnect between journalists and their readers , which helps ex-
plain why the “standard templates” of the newsroom seem alien to many readers. In a recent survey,
questionnaires were sent to reporters in five middle size cities around the country , plus one large metro-
politan area. Then residents in these communities were phoned at random and asked the same questions .

Replies show that compared with other Americans , journalists are more likely to live in upscale
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neighborhoods , have maids, own Mercedeses, and trade stocks, and they’re less likely to go to church,
do volunteer work , or put down roots in a community .

Reporters tend to be part of a broadly defined social and cultural elite , so their work tends to reflect
the conventional values of this elite. The astonishing distrust of the news media isn’t rooted in inaccuracy
or poor reportorial skills but in the daily clash of world views between reporters and their readers .

This is an explosive situation for any industry , particularly a declining one. Here is a troubled busi-
ness that keeps hiring employees whose attitudes vastly annoy the customers . Then it sponsors lots of sym-
posiums and a credibility project dedicated to wondering why customers are annoyed and fleeing in large
numbers. Bul it never seems to get around to noticing the cultural and class biases that so many former
buyers are complaining about. If it did, it would open up its diversity program , now focused narrowly on
race and gender, and look for reporters who differ broadly by outlook , values, education and class.
(2001 4FE R FLED)

1. What is the passage mainly about ?

[ A] Needs of the readers all over the world .
[B]
[ C] Origins of the declining newspaper industry .
D]

[

2. The results of the journalism credibility project turned out to be .

Causes of the public disappointment about newspapers .

Aims of a journalism credibility project.

[ A] quite trustworthy [ B] somewhat contradictory
[ C] very illuminating [ D] rather superficial
3. The basic problem of journalists as pointed out by the writer lies in their
[ A] working attitude [ B] conventional lifestyle
[ C] world outlook [ D] educational background
4. Despite its efforts, the newspaper industry still cannot satisfy the readers owing to its
[ A] failure to realize its real problem [ B] tendency to hire annoying reporters
[ C] likeliness to do inaccurate reporting [ D] prejudice in matters of race and gender
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Passage 2

Science writer Tom Standage draws apt parallels between the telegraph and the gem of late 20th cen-
tury technology, the Internet. Both systems grew out of the cutting edge science of their time . The tele-
graphs land lines , underwater cables, and clicking gadgets reflected the 19th century’s research in elec-
tromagnetism. The Internets computers and high -speed connections reflect 20th century computer sci-
ence, information theory, and materials technology. But, while gizmos make a global network possible ,
it takes human cooperation to make it happen . Standage’s insight in this regard adds depth to his techno -
logical history. It underscores the relevance to our own time of the struggles of Samuel Morse in America ,
William Cooke in England , and other telegraph pioneers. They made the technology work efficiently ,
sold it to a skeptical public, and overcame national and international bureaucratic obstacles . The solu-
tions they found smooth the Internets way today .

Consider a couple of technical parallels. Telegrams were sent from one station to the next , where
they were received and retransmitted until they reached their destination . Stations along the way were
owned by different entities , including national governments. Internet data is sent from one server comput -
er to another that receives and retransmits it until it reaches its destination . Again the computers have a
variety of owners. Then there is the social impact. The Internet is changing the way we do business and
communicate. It makes possible virtual communities for individuals scattered around the planet who share
mutual interests. Yet important as this may turn out to be, it is affecting a world that was already well
connected by radio, television, and other telecommunications. The Associated Press, Reuters, and other
news services would have spread the Star report quickly without the Internet . In this respect, the global
telegraph network was truly revolutionary . The unprecedented availability of global news in real time gave
birth to the Associated Press and Reuters news services . It gave a global perspective to newspapers that
had focused on local affairs. A provincialism that geographical isolation had forced on people for millen -
nia was gone forever. Some seers naively hailed this as a force for world peace . They predicted that ten-
sions over cultural and ethnic differences would relax as people interacted in real time . Visionaries say
the same about the Internet. While communications can smooth this process , they don’t automatically
make it happen. As the experience of the past century and a half has shown , peace takes the will to make
it work and sustained effort by all parties .

1. What’s the relevance to our own time of the struggles of telegraph pioneers ?

[ A] They made today’s technology work efficiently .

[ B] They smooth the way for the popularity of today’s technology.

[ C] They made the Internet a global network .

[ D] They overcame national and international bureaucratic obstacles .

2. What does “the gem of late 20th century technology” refer to?

[ A] The telegraph. [ B] Information theory. [ C] Materials technology. [ D] The Internet.
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3. Why is it that the global telegraph network was truly revolutionary ?

[ A] It makes real time global news service available .

[ B] It makes virtual communities possible .
[ C] It has changed the way we do business and communicate .
[ D] It makes world peace.
4. The Associated Press and Reuters came into being thanks to
[ A] the popularity of the Internet
[ B] the development of global telegraph network
[ C] the breakup of provincialism
[ D] the well-connected radio and TV system

5. All of the following facts about the telegraph and the Internet are true EXCEPT the fact that

both develop from the most advanced science of their time

[A]

[ B] they are operated similarly in technical terms

[ C] both help to change the way we do business and communicate
(D]

both facilitate the communication between cultures and ethnic groups

D ) SR
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Passage 3

Technological characteristics of the factory of the future will be influenced by both “science push”
and “market pull”. Science push relates to the many scientific developments that are being announced
from laboratories around the world .

The manufacturing community is alert to these developments and when creative people visualize op -
portunities to solve major problems with new scientific developments , they are responsive to initiate major
projects to attempt to capture a competitive edge . Market pull is the other dimension. The manufacturing
community sees opportunities to gain a competitive edge by drawing existing or emerging technologies on
to the shop floor, and they are willing to invest in the future. The driving force in both cases is the desire
to increase productivity and quality. History has demonstrated that both phenomena are at work in the
manufacturing environment .

Underlying the future of the manufacturing environment of tomorrow are the strategic technologies
that we recognize today as playing an important role in our planning in industrial and university research
laboratories. Let me elaborate on what | consider the strategic technologies in the laboratory with both
medium and long range perspectives on the future . My strategic technologies include : new materials (in-
cluding polymers , alloys, ceramics and composites, and superconductors ) , computer engineering , mi-
croelectronics , micro-fabrication, and manufacturing system ( automation for machines and processes ,
new processes, engineering management ).

The reality of the impact of the strategic technologies which I have mentioned is not an issue . What
are the issues include ; how rapidly will their impact be left , how will the capital investments required be
justified, and how will we educate the workforce to implement and manage them . I believe these issues
will be resolved in an evolutionary way rather than as a new industrial revolution . There are already un-
fortunate examples of failure in attempts to implement individual views of factories of the future . The un-
derlying problems will surface when we attempt too much , too soon, and without a through knowledge of
all of the important features of strategic technologies and of whether they are fit for an effective manufac -
turing facility. The lack of standards has been recognized as a major deterrent to integration, and major
steps have been taken on a national and worldwide basis to correct the situation . We cannot overestimate
the power of the human being to adapt and to succeed . We have not yet duplicated this power with the
computer. However, we have achieved the ability to use the computer to make the human more produc -
tive, more reliable and more powerful . This is perhaps the beginning for developing a more focused view
of what we mean by the factory of the future. The issue of strategic technologies is of great importance to
the development of the factory of the future. It is a matter of survival.

1. The most suitable title of the passage would be
[ A]The Factory of the Future ; Technological Aspects
[ B]Science Push and Market Pull
[ C]The Impact of Strategic Technologies
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[ D]The Future of the Manufacturing Environment

2. When the manufacturing community sees opportunities to solve major problems with new scientific de -

velopment , it
[ Alis alert and willing to invest in the future
[ B]will stop drawing existing or emerging technologies on to the shop floor
[ C]will quickly undertake new projects to capture the competitive edge
[ D Jwill wait and see if it has “science push” and “market pull”
3. It is implied in the passage that the implementation of new strategic technologies will most probably not
succeed if we
[ A]treat the strategic technologies in an evolutionary way
[ B ]attempt to resolve the issue of strategic technologies too soon in a revolutionary way
[ C]do not realize the impact of new strategic technologies
[ D]can not make the computer more productive , reliable and powerful
4. The author stresses in the last paragraph that , to cope with the issue of strategic technologies , we
should .
[ A Jrely chiefly on more productive and powerful computers

[B]
[ C]put the power of the human beings into full play
D]

[

5. The word “deterrent” (Para. 4) most probably refers to

take major steps on a national and world wide basis
focus on different views concerning the factory of the future

[ A ]advantage [ B ] shortcoming
[ C]disadvantage [ D Jhandicap
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Passage 4

Many critics of the current welfare system argue that existing welfare regulations foster family insta -
bility. They maintain that those regulations , which exclude most poor husband and wife families from Aid
to Families with Dependent Children assistance grants , contribute to the problem of family dissolution .
Thus, they conclude that expanding the set of families eligible for family assistance plans or guaranteed
income measures would result in a marked strengthening of the low -income family structure. If all poor
families could receive welfare , would the incidence of instability change markedly ? The unhappily mar-
ried couple, in most cases, remains together out of a sense of economic responsibility for their children ,
because of the high costs of separation , or because of the consumption benefits of marriage. The forma-
tion, maintenance , and dissolution of the family are in large part a function of the relative balance be -
tween the benefits and costs of marriage as seen by the individual members of the marriage . The major
benefit generated by the creation of a family is the expansion of the set of consumption possibilities . The
benefits from such a partnership depend largely on the relative dissimilarity of the resources or basic en -
dowments each partner brings to the marriage . Persons with similar productive capacities have less eco -
nomic “cement” holding their marriage together. Since the family performs certain functions society re -
gards as vital , a complex network of social and legal buttresses has evolved to reinforce marriage . Much
of the variation in marital stability across income classes can be explained by the variation in costs of dis -
solution imposed by society , e. g. division of property , alimony, child support, and the social stigma at-
tached to divorce.

Martial stability is related to the costs of achieving an acceptable agreement on family consumption
and production and to the prevailing social price of instability in the marriage partners social economic
group. Expected AFDC income exerts pressures on family instability by reducing the cost of dissolution .
To the extent that welfare is a form of government subsidized alimony payments , it reduces the institution-
al costs of separation and guarantees a minimal standard of living for wife and children . So welfare oppor-
tunities are a significant determinant of family instability in poor neighborhoods , but this is not the result
of AFDC regulations that exclude most intact families from coverage . Rather, welfare related instability
occurs because public assistance lowers both the benefits of marriage and the costs of its disruption by
providing a system of government subsidized alimony payments .

1. Some criticize the current welfare regulations because

[ A] the low income families are not given enough the family assistance grants
[ B] those regulations encourage family dissolution
[ C] they expand the set of families eligible for family assistance
[ D] the guaranteed income measures are increased
2. All of the following are mentioned by the author as factors tending to perpetuate a marriage EX -
CEPT
[ A] the stigma attached to divorce
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[ B] the social class of the partners
[ C] the cost of alimony and child support
[ D] the loss of property upon divorce
3. According to this passage , family stability depends on
[ A] the couple’s earning ability
[B]
[ C] the relative balance between the benefits and costs of marriage
[D]
4. The author argues that
[A
(B
[C
[D
5. The tone of the passage can best be described as

[A

how much possessions the couple have before marriage
a network of social and legal support
the agreement between couples reinforce martial stability

expected AFDC income helps to strengthen family stability
AFDC regulations are to blame for family instability

[ R R N

public assistance upsets the balance between benefit and cost of marriage

| confident and optimistic
[ B] polite and sensitive

[ C] discouraged and alarmed
[ D] scientific and detached
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