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. Which of the following is nearest (closest) in meaning to“. ..

. The main idea of the passage is

. The passage mainly (primarily) deals with

. The author mainly discusses

. The central idea conveyed in the above passage is

. The author’s purpose in writing this passage is

. What is the main topic (theme,subject,point) of the passage
. Which of the following is the best title for this passage

. What does the passage mainly discuss

. Which sentence best summarizes the article

. The word*“. .. ”in the context means .
. Which is the probable definition of the word“...”
. The word®. .. ”refers to

. The italicized word in line. .. means

”»

. What is the possible meaning of the word®”. .. ”in line. ..

. Why is (are). ..
. In what year. ..
. In what way. ..

. Which of the following statements is (not) true
. Which of the following in NOT listed as. ..
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. All of the following are true except
. The real cause is
. According to the author,the techniques can be used to

. Mr. X expects (hopes,wishes)

. The passage implies that

. It can be inferred from the passage that

. We can conclude (infer,see) from the article that
. The writer implies that

. The author suggests that

. What’s the author’s opinion (attitude)
. What does the writer think of. ..

. In the writer’s opinion,

. The author of the passage seems to be
. The tone of the author is

. The author’s purpose of writing this article is

, o MBA



1.
It is difficult to list all of my father’s attributes because he has so many different tal-
ents and abilities.

talents  abilities attributes .

,  but,unlike, yet,however, ,
Unlike the United States where many different nationalities make up the population,
Japan’s population is quite homogeneous.
unlike , different nationalities  homogeneous ,

homogeneous , 0

o b
The invention of snorkel,a long air tube that reaches up to the surface, had made it
possible for submarine to use their diesel engine even when they are submerged.
snorkel , “a long air tube. .. to the sur-

face” , snorkel . .

Passage 1 l

Wild Bill Donovan would have loved the Internet. The American spymaster who built
the Office of Strategic Services in the World War II and later laid the roots for the CIA was
fascinated with information. Donovan believed in using whatever tools came to hand in the
“great game”of espionage—spying as a“profession. ”These days the Net, which has already
re-made pastimes as buying books and sending mail, is reshaping Donovan’s vocation as
well.

The last revolution isn’t simply a matter of gentlemen reading other gentlemen’s



e-mail. That kind of electronic spying has been going on for decades. In the past three or
four years, the world wide web has given birth to a whole industry of point-and-click
spying. The spooks call it“open source intelligence,”and as the Net grows,it is becoming
increasingly influential. In 1995 the CIA held a contest to see who could compile the most
data about Burundi. The winner, by a large margin, was a tiny Virginia company called
Open-Source Solutions, whose clear advantage was its mastery of the electronic world.

Among the firms making the biggest splash in the new world is Straitford,Inc. ,a pri-
vate intelligence-analysis firm based in Austin, Texas. Straitford makes money by selling
the results of spying (covering nations from Chile to Russia) to corporations like energy-
services firm McDermott International. Many of its predictions are available online at
www. straitford. com.

Straitford president George Friedman says he sees the online world as a kind of mutu-
ally reinforcing tool for both information collection and distribution,a spymaster’s dream.
Last week his firm was busy vacuuming up data bits from the far corners of the world and
predicting a crisis in Ukraine. “As soon as that report runs, we’ll suddenly get 500 new
Internet sign-ups from Ukraine,”says Friedman,a former political science professor. “And
we’ll hear back from some of them. ”Open-source spying does have its risks, of course,since
it can be difficult to tell good information from bad. That ’s where Straitford earns its keep.

Friedman relies on a lean staff in Austin. Several of his staff members have military-in-
telligence backgrounds. He sees the firm’s outsider status as the key to its success.
Straitford’s briefs don’t sound like the usual Washington back and forthing, whereby agen-
cies avoid dramatic declarations on the chance they might be wrong. Straitford,says Fried-

man, takes pride in its independent voice.

Question: The phrase“making the biggest splash” (line 1, paragraph 3) most probably
means

A. causing the biggest trouble

B. exerting the greatest effort

C. achieving the greatest success

D. enjoying the widest popularity

“ ”» “ 2

[ 1 making the biggest splash , , ,

“ ”»

, , achieving the greatest success,
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Passage 2 l

To us it seems so natural to put up an umbrella to keep the water off when it rains. But
actually the umbrella was not invented as protection against rain. Its first use was as a
shade against the sun.

Nobody knows who first invented it, but the umbrella was used in very ancient times.
Probably the first to use it were the Chinese,went back in the eleventh century B. C.

We know that the umbrella was used in ancient Egypt and Babylon as a sunshade. And
there was a strange thing connected with its use:it became a symbol of honor and authori-
ty. In the Far East in ancient times, the umbrella was allowed to be used only by royalty or
by those in high offices.

In Europe,the Greeks were the first to use the umbrella as a sunshade. And the um-
brella was in common use in ancient Greece. But it is believed that the first persons in Eu-
rope to use the umbrella as protection against rain were the ancient Romans.

During the Middle Ages, the use of the umbrella practically disappeared. Then it ap-
peared again in Italy in the late sixteenth century. And against it was considered a symbol
of power and authority. By 1680,the umbrella appeared in France and later on in England.

By the eighteenth century,the umbrella was used against rain throughout most of Eu-
rope. Umbrellas have not changed much in style during all this time, though they have be-
come much lighter in weight. It wasn’t until the twentieth century that women’s umbrellas

began to be made in a whole variety of colors.

Question; The first use of umbrella was as

A. protection against rain



B. a shade against the sun
C. a symbol of power

D. a symbol of honor

[ ] , .
’ H o
. “Its first use was as a shade against
the sun.” B ( ) o
[ 1B
b b o
b b o

( ) ) topic sen-

tence, ) o

Passage 3 l

Adam Smith, writing in the 1770s,was the first person to see the importance of the di-
vision of labor and to explain part of its advantages. He gives as an example the process by
which pins were made in England.

“One man draws out the wire;another strengthens it;a third cuts it;a fourth points it;
a fifth grinds it at the top to prepare it to receive the head. To make the head requires two
or three operations. To put it on is a separate operation, to polish the pins is another. And
the important business of making pins is,in this manner,divided into about eighteen opera-
tions, which in some factories are all performed by different people, though in others the
same man will sometimes perform two or three of them.”

Ten men, Smith said, in this way, turned out twelve pounds of pins a day or about
4,800 pins per worker. But if all of them had worked separately and independently without
division of labor,none of them could have made twenty pins in a day and perhaps not even
one.

There can be no doubt that division of labor is an efficient way of organizing work.

Fewer people can make more pins. Adam Smith saw this but he also took it for granted that



division of labor is in itself responsible for economic growth and development and that it
accounts for the difference between expanding economies and those that stand still(
). But division of labor adds nothing new;it only enables people to produce more of what

they already have.

Question; Which of the following could serve as an appropriate title for the passage
A. Adam Smith, the English Economist
B. The Theory of Division of Labor
C. Division of Labor,an Efficient Way of Organizing Work

D. Adam Smith,the Last Discoverer of Division of Labor

[ ) | Adam Smith, , A ., C
. D o

, (implied meaning) ,

Passage 4 l

Bill Gates, the billionaire Microsoft chairman without a single earned university de-
gree,is by his success raising new doubts about the worth of the business world’s favorite
academic title:the MBA( Master of Business Administration).

The MBA ,a 20th-century product,always has berne the mark of lowly commerce and
greed on the tree-lined campuses ruled by purer disciplines such as philosophy and litera-
ture.

But even with the recession apparently cutting into the hiring of business school grad-
uates,about 79,000 people are expected to receive MBAs in 1993. This is nearly 16 times
the number of business graduates in 1960, a testimony to the widespread assumption that

the MBA is vital for young men and women who want to run companies some day.



“If you are going into the corporate world it is still a disadvantage not to have one,”
said Donald Morrison, professor of marketing and management science. “But in the last five
years or so,when someone says, ‘Should I attempt to get an MBA, "the answer a lot more
is: It depends.”

The success of Bill Gates and other non-MBAs, such as the late Sam Walton of Wal-
Mart Stores Inc. , has helped inspire self-conscious debates on business school campuses
over the worth of a business degree and whether management skills can be taught.

The Harvard Business Review printed a lively, fictional exchange of letters to drama-
tize complaints about business degree holders.

The article called MBA hires“extremely disappointing”and said“MBAs want to move
up too fast, they don’t understand politics and people, and they aren’t able to function as
part of a team until their third year. But by then,they’re out looking for other jobs.”

The problem, most participants in the debate acknowledge, is that the MBA has
acquired an aura ( ) of future riches and power far beyond its actual importance and
usefulness.

Enrollment in business schools exploded in the 1970s and 1980s and created the as-
sumption that no one who pursued a business career could do without one. The growth was
fueled by a backlash ( ) against the anti-business values of the 1960s and by the
women's movement,

Business people who have hired or worked with MBAs say those with the degrees of-
ten know how to analyze systems but are not so skillful at motivating people. “They don’t
get a lot of grounding in the people side of the business,”said James Shaffer, vice-president

and principal of the Towers Perrin management consulting firm.

Question; From the passage we know that most MBAs
A. can climb the corporate ladder fairly quickly
B. cherish unrealistic expectations about their future
C. quit their jobs once they are familiar with their workmates

D. receive salaries that do not match their professional training

[ 1A can want to; B “MBA want to
move up too fast” R B B cherish “ ( )”;C
,C “ ”,once
s , MBA they are familiar with their workmates
) ,C be familiar with workmates be able to function as part
of a team, D s , o

[ 1B



Passage 5 l

The fridge is considered a necessity. It has been so since the 1960s when packaged food
first appeared with the label:“store in the refrigerator. ”

In my fridgeless fifties childhood,I was fed well and healthily. The milkman came dai-
ly,the grocer,the butcher,the baker,and the ice-cream man delivered two or three times a
week. The Sunday meat would last until Wednesday and surplus bread and milk became all
kinds of cakes. Nothing was wasted, and we were never troubled by rotten food. Thirty
years on food deliveries have ceased, fresh vegetables are almost unobtainable in the
country.

The invention of the fridge contributed comparatively little to the art of food preserva-
tion. A vast way of well-tried techniques already existed—natural cooling,drying, smoking,
salting, sugaring, bottling. . .

What refrigeration did promote was marketing—marketing hardware and electricity,
marketing soft drinks, marketing dead bodies of animals around the globe in search of a
good price,

Consequently,most of the world’s fridges are to be found.not in the tropics where they
might prove useful,but in the wealthy countries with mild temperatures where they are cli-
matically almost unnecessary. Every winter, millions of fridges hum away continuously,and
at vast expense, busily maintaining an artificially-cooled space inside an artificially-heated
house—while outside,nature provides the desired temperature free of charge.

The fridge’s effect upon the environment has been evident, while its contribution to
human happiness has been insignificant. If you don’t believe me, try it yourself,invest in a
food cabinet and turn off your fridge next winter. You may miss the hamburgers, but at

least you'll get rid of that terrible hum.

Question: What is the author’s overall attitude toward fridges
A. Neutral B. Critical C. Objective D. Compromising
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UNIT ONE(Passage 6-Passage 15)

Passage 6 l

To paraphrase 18th-century statesman Edmund Burke, “all that is needed for the tri-
umph of a misguided cause is that good people do nothing. ”One such cause now seeks to
end biomedical research because of the theory that animals have rights ruling out their use
in research. Scientists need to respond forcefully to animal rights advocates, whose argu-
ments are confusing the public and thereby threatening advances in health knowledge and
care. Leaders of the animal rights movement target biomedical research because it depends
on public funding,and few people understand the process of health care research. Hearing
allegations of cruelty to animals in research settings, many are perplexed that anyone would
deliberately harm an animal.

For example,a grandmotherly woman staffing an animal rights booth at a recent street
fair was distributing a brochure that encouraged readers not to use anything that opposed
immunizations,she wanted to know if vaccines come from animal research. When assured
that they do,she replied, “Then I would have to say yes. ”Asked what will happen when ep-
idemics return,she said,“Don’t worry, scientists will find some way of using computers. ”
Such well-meaning people just don’s understand.

Scientists must communicate their message to the public in a compassionate, under-
standable way—in human terms,not in the language of molecular biology. We need to make
clear the connection between animal research and a grandmother’s hip replacement, a

father’s bypass operation,a baby’s vaccinations,and even a pet’s shots. To those who are



unaware that animal research was needed to produce these treatments,as well as new treat-
ments and vaccines,animal research seems wasteful at best and cruel at worst.

Much can be done. Scientists could“adopt”middle school classes and present their own
research. They should be quick to respond to letters to the editor,lest animal rights misin-
formation go unchallenged and acquire a deceptive appearance of truth. Research institu-
tions could be opened to tours,to show that laboratory animals receive humane care. Final-
ly,because the ultimate stakeholders are patients, the health research community should ac-
tively recruit to its cause not only well-known personalities such as Stephen Cooper, who
has made courageous statements about the value of animal research, but all who receive
medical treatment. If good people do nothing, there is a real possibility that an uninformed

citizenry will extinguish the precious embers of medical progress.

triumph n. , vaccine adj. ,

. n.
allegation n. , s ultimate adj. ; )
deliberate adj. , , n.

stakeholder n.
0. courageous adj. ,
brochure n. extinguish wr. , , ,

immunization n. s s

1. The author begins his article with Edmund Burke's words to

A. call on scientists to take some actions

B. criticize the misguided cause of animal rights

C. warn of the doom of biomedical research

D. show the triumph of the animal rights movement

2. Misled people tend to think that using an animal in research is

A. cruel but natural

B. inhuman and unacceptable

C. inevitable but vicious

D. pointless and wasteful

3. The example of the grandmotherly woman is used to show the public’s
A. discontent with animal research

B. ignorance about medical science

C. indifference to epidemics

D. anxiety about animal rights

4. The author believes that,in face of the challenge from animal rights advocates, scien-

tists should



