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Unit 1

Questions 1 to 5 are based on the following passage:

Cancer is feared by everyone. And this fear is reaching epidemic ( ) proportions. Not the disease itself
— there is no such thing as a cancer epidemic. Except for lung cancer, mostly caused by cigarette smoking, the
incidence ( ) rates are leveling off, and in the case of some kinds of cancer are decreasing. But the fear of
cancer is catching, and the country stands at risk of an anxiety. The earth itself is coming to seem like a huge
carcinogen ( ). (1) The ordinary, more or |ess scientific statement that something between 80 and 90 percent
of all cancers are due to things in the environment is taken to mean that none of us will be safe until the whole
environment is “cleaned up.” This is not at all the meaning.

The 80-percent calculation is based on the unthinkable differences in the incidence of cancer in various
societies around the world — for example, the high proportion of liver cancer in Africa and the Far East, stomach

cancer in Japan, breast cancer in Western Europe and North America, and the relatively low figures for breast cancer
in Japan and parts of Africa and for liver cancer in America. These data indicate there may be special and specific
environmental influences, largely based on personal life-style, that determine the incidence of various forms of
cancer in different communities — but that is all the data suggest. The overall incidence of cancer, counting up all
the cases, is probably roughly the same everywhere.

—

. Which of the following is closest to meaning to the phrase “leveling off” (Line 3, Para.1)?
A) Became very popular.
B) Reached its lowest level in popularity.
C) Stopped being popular.
D) Stopped increasing its popularity.

2. According to the passage, the incidence of cancer is generally believed ____.
A) to be based on inactive life style
B) to be due to anxiety
C) to result from environmental influences
D) to be caused by heavy smoking

3. It can be inferred from the passage that the writer’s opinion about the relationship between cancer and
environmentis .
A) positive B) negative
C) neutral D) approving

4. According to the passage, the writer seems to feel that ____.
A) cancer risk is on the rise
B) the whole earth resembles a huge carcinogen
C) the risk of catching cancer is not so great as most people conceive
D) cancer can be cured sooner or later

5. Which of the following would be the best TITLE for the passage?
A) Cancer and Environment
B) The Fear Caused by Cancers
C) Data on Cancer Incidence
D) Cancer and its Investigation
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Questions 6 to 10 are based on the following passage:

Until the 1980s, the American homeless population comprised mainly older males. Today, homel essness strikes
much younger part of society. In fact, a 25-city survey by the U. S. Conference of Mayors in 1987 found that
families with children make up the fastest growing part of the homeless population. Many homeless children gather
in inner cities; thistransient ( ) and frequently frightened student population creates additional problems
— both lega and educational — for already overburdened urban school administrators and teachers.

Estimates of the number of homeless Americans range from 350,000 to three million. Likewise, estimates of
the number of homeless school children vary radicaly. (2) A U.S. Department of Education report, based on state
estimates, states that there are 220,000 homel ess school -age children, about a third of whom do not attend school on
aregular basis. But the National Coadlition for the Homeless estimates that there are at least two times as many
homeless children, and that less than half of them attend school regularly.

One part of the homeless population that is particularly difficult to count consists of the “throwaway” youths
who have been cast of their homes. The Elementary School Center in New York City estimates that there are 1.5
million of them, many of whom are not counted as children because they do not stay in family shelters and tend to

live by themselves on the streets.

Federal law, the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act of 1987, includes a section that addresses the
educational needs of homeless children. The educational provisions of the McKinney Act are based on the belief
that all homeless children have the right to a free, appropriate education.

6. It is implied in the first paragraph that ____.
A) the writer himself is homeless, even in his eighties
B) many older homeless residents are going on strike in 25 cities
C) there is a serious shortage of academic facilities
D) homeless children are denied the opportunity of receiving free education

7. The National Coalition for the homeless believes that the number of homeless children is .
A) 350,000 B) 1,500,000
C) 440,000 D) 110,000

8. One part of the homeless population is difficult to estimate. The reason might wellbe .
A) the homeless children are too young to be counted as children
B) the homeless population is growing rapidly
C) the homeless children usually stay outside school
D) some homeless children are deserted by their families

9. The McKinny Act is mentioned in this passage in order to show that ____.
A) the educational problems of homeless children are being recognized
B) the estimates on homeless children are hard to determine
C) the address of grade-school children should be located
D) all homeless people are entitled to free education

10. The passage mainly deals with ____.
A) the legal problems of the homeless children
B) the educational problems of homeless children
C) the social status of older males
D) estimates on the homeless population
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Questions 11 to 15 are based on the following passage:

The greatest contribution to civilization in the century may well be the air-conditioning — and American leads
just as amazing is the speed with which this situation came to be. Air-conditioning began to spread in industries
as a production aid during World War Il. Today most Americans need to take air-conditioning for granted to
homes, offices, factories, theatres, shops, studios, schools, hotels, and restaurants.

But not everybody is aware that high cost and easy comfort are merely two of the effects of the vast cooling
of American. In fact, air conditioning has substantially altered the country’s character and customs.

Many of the byproducts are so conspicuous that they are scarcely noticed. To begin with, air-conditioning
transformed the face of America by making possible those glassy, boxy, sealed-in skyscrapers. It has been
indispensable, no less, to the functioning of sensitive advanced computers, whose high operating temperatures
require that they be constantly cooled...

It has, at will, forced families into retreating into families with closed doors and shut windows, reducing the
interactions of neighborhood life. It is really surprising that the public’s often noted withdrawal into self-pursuit
and privacy has coincided with the historic spread of air-conditioning? Though science has little studied how
habitual air-conditioning affects mind and body, some medical experts suggest that, like other technical avoidance
of natural variations in climate, air-conditioning may damage the human capacity to adapt to stress. (3) If so.
air-conditioning is only like many other greatly useful technical developments that liberate man from nature by
increasing his productivity and power in some way — while indirectly weakening him in others.

11. According to this selection, which of the following constitutes the unique character of U.S.?
A) Its excessive use of air-conditioning.
B) Its advanced computerized civilization.
C) Its public’s retreating into self-pursuit.
D) Its greatest contribution to human civilization.

12. According to the author, the chief consequence brought about by the wide application of air-conditioning is
A) the loss of human capacity to adapt to changes in climate
B) the reduction of social communications of neighborhood life
C) the active life style of all its users
D) the decreased human production and power

13. The tone of this selection reveals that air-conditioning ____.
A) has little effect on its users
B) has more effect on body than on mind
C) brings more benefits than damage to its users
D) does harm as well as good to its users

14. Who benefits the least from air-conditioning according to the author?
A) Medical experts.
B) Manufacturers.
C) Factory laborers.
D) Consumers.

15. What is the author’s overall attitude towards air-conditioning?
A) Neutral. B) Objective.
C) Critical D) Compromising.
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Questions 16 to 20 are based on the following passage:

Of the thousands of different kinds of animals that exist in the world man has learned to make friends with
an enormous number. Some are pets, and offer him companionship; some give protection, and some do hard work
which man cannot do for himself. Dogs, which serve man in all three capacities, are found in various breedsin all
countries of the world. The Husky can live in the cold polar regions, and the Saluki is at home in the hottest parts
of Central Africa. The inhabitants of certain countries are dependent for their very lives on the camel. In the West
Indies the little donkey, strong and sure-footed, carrying heavy loads even in mountainous places, is a familiar
sight.

Trained and tamed for many generations, domestic animals are not accustomed to roaming ( ) in
search of food and shelter. They ook to their masters to provide for their needs, and as long as these are supplied,
they are content to do what their masters require.

All domestic animals need proper food. It must be suitable for them, sufficient in quantity, fresh and clean.
(4) Some people feed a pet dog or cat on odds and ends of table scraps, and then wonder why the animal seems
listless ( ) and dull. The quantity of food depends on the size of the animal and the amount of exercise it
tekes. Overfeeding is as bad as underfeeding. Containers for food and water must be washed regularly if the
animal is to maintain good health.

Even well cared for animals may sometimes fall ill. If this happens, the wise master seeks the best advice he
can get. All sorts of medicines and treatments are available for sick animals, and in some countries organizations
exist to provide them free or at a cheap price. Useful, friendly, hardworking animals deserve to have some time,
money and attention spent on their health.

16. What main idea does the author want to convey in the first paragraph?
A) There exists thousands of species of animalsin the world.
B) Man came to establish a close relationship with a number of animals.
C) In some regions adonkey seemsto be avery useful beast.
D) An animal will be useless unless domesticated.

17. When an animal is underfed, it will probably __ .
A) refuse to obey its master
B) immediately fall ill
C) require its master to offer some food
D) seek for food on its own

18. Which of the following is NOT true of dogs according to the passage?
A) They can act as friends, guards, and servants to man.
B) They have great adaptation for the environment.
C) There live agreat variety of breeds of dogs on the globe.
D) The Husky and the Saluki are the strongest breed ever known in the world.

19. To keep adomestic animal physicaly fit, itsowner isadvised .
A) not to hesitate to spend enormous amount of money on it
B) to pay attention to its proper feeding
C) not to alow it to take excessive amounts of exercise
D) to join some sort of pet-keeping organizations

20. Which of the following would be best TITLE for this passage?
A) Domesticated Animals — Man’s Best Friend
B) Proper Diet — the Road to Health
C) The Advantages of Raising Domestic Animals
D) Some Tips on Pet-keeping
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Unit 2

Questions 1 to 5 are based on the following passage:

(1) Our quarrel with efficiency is not that it gets things done, but thet it is a thief of time when it leaves us no
leisure to enjoy ourselves, and that it strains our nerves when we try to get things done perfectly. In building
bridges, American engineers calculate so finely and exactly as to make the two ends come together within
one-tenth of an inch. But when two Chinese begin to dig atunnel from both sides of a mountain both come out on
the other side. The Chinese’s firm belief is that it doesn’t matter so long as a tunnel is dug through, and if we have
two instead of one, why, we have a double track to boot.

The pace of modern industrial life forbids this kind of glorious and magnificent idling. But, worse than that,
it imposes upon us a different conception of time as measured by the clock and eventually turns the human being
into a clock himself. (This sort of thing is bound to come to China, as is evident, for instance, in the case of a
factory of twenty thousand workers. The luxurious prospect of twenty thousand workers coming in at their own
sweet pleasure at all hours is, of course, somewhat terrifying.) Nevertheless, such efficiency is what makes life so
hard and full of excitement. A man who has to be punctually at a certain place at five o’clock has the whole
afternoon from one to five ruined for him already. Every American adult is arranging his time on the pattern of
the schoolboy — three o’clock for this, five o’clock for that, six-thirty for change of dress, six-fifty for entering
the taxi, and seven o’clock for arriving at the destination. It just makes life not worth living.

—

. The writer objects to efficiency mainly on the grounds thatit .
A) entitles us to too much leisure time
B) urges us to get things done punctually
C) deprives us of leisure time
D) imposes on us a perfect concept of time

2. In the eyes of the author, the introduction of industrial life gives riseto .
A) the excitement of life
B) magnificent idling of time
C) more emphasis on efficiency
D) terrifying schoolboy

3. The passage tellsus ____.
A) Chinese workers come to work when it is convenient
B) all Americans are forced to be efficient against their will
C) Chinese engineers are on better terms with the management
D) Americans ought not to work so hard for efficiency

4.The author believes that relaxing the rule of punctuality in factories would lead to ____.
A) great confusion
B) increased production
C) a hard and exciting life
D) successful completion of a tunnel

5. What is implied but NOT stated by the author is that ____.
A) every American is arranging his time in the pattern of a schoolboy
B) every American is reluctant to be efficient
C) every one should have some time to spend as he pleases
D) being punctual is an undesirable habit which should not be formed

10
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Questions 6 to 10 are based on the following passage:

Acculturation ( ), which begins at birth, is the process of teaching new generations of children
the customs and values of the parents’ culture. How people treat newborns, for example, can be indicative of
cultural values. In the United States it is not uncommon for parents to put a newborn in a separate room that
belongs only to the child. (2) This helps to preserve parents’ privacy and allows the child to get used to having his

or her own room, which is seen as a first step toward personal independence. Americans traditionally have held

independence and a closely-related value, individualism, in high esteem ( ). Parents try to instill these
prevailing values in their children. American English expresses these value preferences: children should “cut the
(umbilical) cord” and are encouraged not to be “tied to their mothers’ apron strings.” In the process of their
socialization children learn to “look out for number one” and to “stand on their own two feet.”

Many children are taught at a very early age to make decisions and be responsible for their actions. Often
children work for money outside the home as a first step to establishing autonomy. Nine- or ten-year-old children
may deliver newspapers in their neighborhoods and save or spend their earnings. Teenagers (13 to 18 years) may
baby-sit at neighbors’ homes in order to earn a few dollars a week. Receiving a weekly allowance at an early age
teaches children to budget their money, preparing them for future financial independence. Many parents believe
that managing money helps children learn responsibility as well as appreciate the value of money.

6. According to this passage, the way people deal with newborns ____.
A) varies from culture to culture
B) is a reflection of their level of literacy
C) represents their social systems
D) is a sign of their customs

7. “Instill” in the first paragraph probably means .
A) exaggerate B) establish
C) comprise D) perceive

8. According to the writer, when children “cut the cord ” they should ____.
A) make difficult adaptations to their environment
B) try to preserve their own privacy
C) behave within the confines of social customs
D) live independently from their families

9. American children are generally allowed to work for money outside the home at a very early stage, mainly
because

A) children can relieve the financial burden of their parents
B) it helps them appreciate the value of money

C) children have to earn money for later use

D) it helps them establish their independence

10. It can be learnt from the passage that ____.
A) Americans lay stress on independence
B) American children are particularly good at decision making
C) Americans are the first to pay attention to the independence of children
D) Americans try to seek personal freedom
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