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1. What Will Man Be Like in the Future 1

1| What Will Man Be Like in the

Future

What will man be like in the future —in 5 000 or even
50 000 years from now We can only make a guess of course but
we can be sure that he will be different from what he is today. For
man is slowly changing all the time.

Let us take an obvious example. Man even five hundred years
ago was shorter than he is today. Now on the average men are
about three inches taller. Five hundred years is a relatively short pe-
riod of time so we may assume that man will continue to grow
taller.

Again in modern world we use our brains a great deal. Even
so we still make use of only about 20% of the brain’ s capacity. As
time goes on however we shall have to use our brains more and
more—and eventually we shall need even larger ones This is likely
to bring about a physical change too the head in particular the
forehead will grow larger.

Nowadays our eyes are in constant use. In fact we use them so
much that very often they become weaker and we have to wear
glasses. But over a very long period of time it is likely that man’ s
eyes will grow stronger.

On the other hand we tend to make less use of our arms and

legs. These as a result are likely to grow weaker. At the same
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time however our fingers will grow more sensitive because they
are used a great deal in modern life.

But what about hair This will probably disappear from the
body altogether in course of time because it does not serve a useful
purpose any longer. In the future then both sexes are likely to be
bald.

Perhaps all this gives the impression that future man will not be
a very attractive creature to look at This may well be true. All the
same in spite of all these changes future man will still have a lot in
common with us. He will still be a human being with thoughts and

emotions similar to our own.
Notes

. relatively adv.
. on the average
. eventually adv.

. in particular

. serve a useful purpose

. emotion n.
. bald a.

. may well

1
2
3
4
5. sensitive adj.
6
7
8
9

10. in common with
Comprehension exercises

Choose the right answer for each question according to the passage.

1. In course of time man will change all of the following except

A. height
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B. the forehead
C. hair
D. thoughts and emotions
. Which of the following statements is NOT TRUE according to
the passage
A. It is certain that some of the physical characteristics of man
will change as time goes by.
B. Primitive people were shorter than people of today.
C. Future man will become a different creature.
D. In spite of some changes human beings will remain un-

changed in the long run.
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2 | Money That Tastes Good

Salt is very important for people. We need salt for our health
and it makes food taste good. In hot countries people use salt to
keep food from going bad. In the days before people learned to get
large amounts of salt from the sea or earth salt was very valuable.
Many people used salt as money.

For example Roman soldiers around 100 A.D. were paid
with salt. The English word salary — the money that you get every
week when you work — comes from the Latin word salarium
which means' salt money.” Today in the United States if a man is
a good worker his boss will say “ He is worth his salt.”

Other countries used different foods as money. For example in
Mexico in the sixteenth century Aztec Indians used beans from
the cacao tree as money. The beans were small easy to carry and
count and did not break. Cacao beans were so valuable that some
people made fals¢ beans” from clay painted them and put them in
bags with real ones.

The Aztec’ s emperor Montezuma had a great treasure. Her-
nando Cortez the Spanish explorer thought the treasure was gold
and silver. In fact Montezuma’' s storehouse had thousands of bags
of cacao beans.

Of course rich Indians had another use for cacao beans they
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made hot and cold chocolate drinks from them.

Notes

1. worth one’ s salt
2. Aztec n.

3. cacao beans n.
4. clay n.

Comprehension exercises

Are these statements TRUE or FALSE according to the passage
1. Salt was very cheap around 100 A.D. in Rome.
2. The Roman army paid its soldiers with cacao beans.
3. The English word' salary” comes from a Latin word which
means’ salt money” .
4. Aztec Indians used salt as money.
5. Montezuma’ s treasure was thousands of bags of gold and

silver.
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3 Space Slimming

Want to be taller And slimmer Take a space flight At least
that' s what Dr. Story Musgrave a doctor who was aboard
Skylab 3 seems to be saying. He told the three other astronauts
who were aboard Skylab 3 with him that they had grown taller since
they left the earth. The men grew between one and two inches
taller. And they were smaller around the chest and waist.

The increase in height was caused by a shift in fluids in the
men’ s bodies.” Without gravity ” Dr. Musgrave said “ the discs in
the men’ s spines were taking in more water and so were getting
longer. And the anti-gravity muscles in the back were not pressing

the discs together as they do on earth.”
Notes
. slim a. v.

. skylab n.

. a shift in fluids in the men’ s bodies

1
2
3. astronaut n.
4
5. discs in the men’ s spines
6

. anti-gravity n.
Comprehension exercises

Are these statements TRUE or FALSE according to the passage
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1. This passage mainly talks about® body changes in space
flight.” .

2. If you took a space flight the chances were that you would
become taller and slimmer.

3. The reason why people get taller in space is that the anti-
gravity muscles in the back are pressing the discs in their

spines together.



