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2 Talk about Western World

1| Australia

Australia is the largest island in the world. However it is the
smallest continent as well. Australia lies in the southern hemi-
sphere. It lies southeast of Asia and is surrounded by the Pacific
Ocean and the Indian Ocean.

The climates in Australia vary greatly. A small part of the
northeast coast has a tropical climate with heavy rainfall and some-
what hot temperatures. Some parts have definite dry and wet sea-
sons. Large desert areas with very little rainfall occupy central and
western Australia. Of course there are other types of climates in
other areas of the continent.

Many people who hear the word Australia think about the
unique animals that can be found only in Australia. Kangaroos have
large back legs and powerful tails. A koala is an animal that eats the
leaves of certain types of trees. The duckbill or platypus is a
strange creature. Although it has hair and gives milk to its young

like other mammals do it lays eggs
Notes

1. hemisphere n.

2. duckbill = platypus



1. Australia

Comprehension Exercises

Choose the right answer according to the passage.
1. A good title for this selection is
A. Australia.
B. Strange Animals.
C. Australian Animals.
2. The word somewhat in paragraph 2 means
A. some things.
B. more or less.
C. winter.
3. We may conclude that most mammals
A. have hair.
B. lay eggs.
C. both A and B.
4. Koalas eat
A. leaves.
B. eggs.
C. animals.
5. Central and western Australia is
A. wet.
B. tropical.
C. dry.
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2  Aboriginals

Australian Aboriginals are believed to be the first inhabitants of
the continent who gradually migrated from Southeast Asia. When
the white men first began colonizing the continent the number of
Aborigines were estimated to be 300 000. They were nomads who
hunted and fished. Men were usually the hunters while women were
gatherers. Though they led a simple life they developed among
themselves a highly complex social organization and kinship systems
that varied from tribe to tribe.

In the course of the development of Australia the Aboriginal
society has also changed a lot.

According to the 1986 census the number of Aboriginals and
Torres Strait Islanders living in Australia was 227 645 which rep-
resented 1.4 percent of the total of the population. About 66 percent
of the Aboriginal people nowadays lives in cities or towns. And
many others still have a tribal life style in remote areas. But none
now live in an entirely traditional manner.

Although there is no legal discrimination against Aboriginals
they still sometimes have disadvantages in education health em-
ployment and housing standard. In order to overcome these disad-
vantages the Australian Government offers special programs that

favour Aboriginals in education health employment and housing
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standards.

The Government sets up Aboriginal-managed organizations that
carry out its policy of self-management for Aboriginals. These orga-
nizations provide essential services to Aboriginals.

Besides the Australian Government also recognizes the right of
Aboriginals to own their traditional lands. Now Aboriginals own
about 31.5 percent of the Northern Territory land and other states
are also developing a land right law for Aboriginals.

In a word the Australian Government has been seeking to im-
prove the living standards of Aboriginals and to preserve and develop
their complex systems of religion law and social organizations as
well as a rich culture with ceremony mythology bark painting en-
graving and dance. The Aboriginal Arts Board set up under the
Australia Council encourages the development of Aboriginal arts

and traditional skills in performing arts.
Notes

. aboriginal n.
. inhabitant n.
. nomad n.

. tribe n.

. census n.
. Torres Strait

. mythology n.

1

2

3

4

5. essential a.
6

7

8

9. bark n.

Comprehension Exercises

Answer the following questions.
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. Where did Australian Aboriginals come from

. What was the number of Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders
living in Australia in 1986

. What does Australia Government offer in order to overcome the
disadvantages against Aboriginals

. What percent of the Northern Territory land do Aboriginals own

now



