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CHINESE PAPER CUTTING

Thousands of years of Chinese traditional culture has nurtured one Chinese
generation after another. During the long practice, a special aesthetic concept
and ideology was formed in the Orient. Paper cutting,a kind of conceptual art ,
was born in China.

The art of paper cutting is created by common laboring people, who want to
entertain themselves in the spare time. With their delicate hands, these people
depict their lives simply but vividly ,conveying their inward world frankly and
sincerely. In the long process of artistic practice and accumulation, Chinese




paper cutting has featured a distinctive local fla-
vor and a strong sense of life , which turns itself
into a unigue art form .

Chinese paper cutting finds its origin in many
other art forms. The painted pottery and rock pic-
tures in primitive society, the bronze vessels in
the slave society and the eaves tile and stone
carving pictures in the Zhou, Qin, Han and Tang
dynasties all provide rich sources for the paper
cutting. These kinds of art forms all have a con-
trast between black and white, variable structure
and simple and vigorous style.

The subjects of Chinese paper cutting are very
wide, including fairy tales and legends, opera
figures, birds and beasts, insects \fish ,flower and
fruits. All of them are easily found in common life.
Chinese paper cutting always reflects people’s
aspiration for happiness , auspiciousness and
conjugal bliss. Homonym is often used in show-
ing people’s wills. For example, a cock (ji) means



a good fortune (jixiang in Chinese ), a fish (yu) means richness (fuyu), a sheep
(yang) for auspices (xianghe), a deer (lu) for revenue (fenglu) and lotus (lian) and
fish (yu) together means sufficiency for years (liannianyouyu). Clear images show
profound meanings.

Chinese paper cutting follows the way of many ancient artistic forms, empha-
sizing the arrangements against the contrast of black and white. Among the
changeable lines, people find a rhythm. The overall characteristics are simple,
awkward, unrestrained and lovely. Because of the diversity in composition, the
paper cutting works always show a spirit of mightiness and delicacy.

In cutting papers, Chinese people are accustomed to following their senses.
The design in their mind is much better than design on paper. The free use of
knives and scissors create such a artistic conception that is blends naivete and
simplicity, yeamning and dream, creation and pursuit. Since the materials in paper
cutting such as knives, scissors and papers are easily obtained, the paper cut-
ting are done by male and female, the old and the young, from North to South
and from countryside to cities in China. With a special way of communication, it
has won hundreds of millions of followers.




Chinese people cut papers mainly to reflect
their aspiration for auspices and fortune. When
people have got enough in modern lives, their
pursuit for beauty becomes stronger. The paper
cutting, therefore, become more and more popu-
lar among the common people.In happy occa-
sions or celebrations, several red paper cuttings
representing auspiciousness will surely lighten
up the atmosphere. People therefore are
satisfied.

Today, Chinese is living a better life, which en-
hances their wish to enjoy finer arts. As an old
folk art form, Chinese paper cutting will surely
become more brilliant and better served the com-
mon people.
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The first of the twelve Earthly Branches Zi (mouse)
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The third of the twelve Earthly Branches  Yin (tiger)

A\ Iy

PN 74



+TE&E200 00 (R)
¢ Earthly Branches Mao (hare)
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The fifth of the twelve Earthly Branches  Chen (dragon)
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The sixth of the twelve Earthly Branches  Si (snake)



