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Abstract

The Song History Records of Music is chosen as the
thesis’ main focus of attention.The author’s concrete
train of thought is that sorting out the data and editions,
the author discusses the process of the compilation of
the texts :Investigating academic history, the author’s
aims to reveal the historical tradition of the yuezhi
(%) writing; According to a comparative study of his-
torical situation and related ceremony musical material,
the author traces back to the historical origination of
the Song History Records of Music; In the light of the
historical materials about the Song History Records of
Music, the study is attempted to discuss its nature in
history.

The thesis consists of the following seven parts. In
the introduction, the author discusses two questions with

two main points: First is the relationship between the



practice of the solemn courtly music and writing for
yuezhi, both of which are different and interrelated.
Secondly, while examining the course of the compilation
and editorial circumstances, the author points out that a
Yuan Dynasty block-printed edition is the primordial
origination of later ages, and the Song History has only
one editorial system.

The second chapter deals with the formation and char-—
acteristics of the historical tradition about yuezhAi. It
is intended for 10 yuezhi, which were prior to the South-
ern Song Dynasty. Analyzing and concluding content and
form of yuezhi through the ages. The author points out the
gist of the compilation of yuezhi on the basic of main
contents, and finally the author presented his analysis
of four kinds of patterns of texts through an examination
of writing tradition for yuezhi, and three decades:
founding, finalizing and manifold. 7he Han history Records
and the Song History Records made a great historical
contribution to ywezhi writing

Primary emphasis in the third and the forth chapters
is on data background and origin of historical data. The
third discussion deals with two respects which the author
summed up as follows: (1) Taking an observation of musi-
cal works during the Song Dynasty by making use of biblio—
graphical books. (2) Giving detailed arguments of four
main ancient codes and records during the Song Dynasty
such as songhuiyao jigao U U 0 U000 M xuzizhitongjian
changbiard 0000000 yuha; 00 O Oand wenxian



tongkao (M #EREZ), and the author has shown us in his
conclusions that ceremonies and music data during the
Song Dynasty belong to three distinct textual system
which including the Veritable Record, Auiyao (&E)
and guoshi ([HH). Wenxian tongkao musical data during
the Song Dynasty stemmed from yuezhi of state records. In
the Fourth chapter, the author contrasts the above-men-—
tioned musical data with the Song Dynasty Records of
music, and holds that historical materials of the Song
History Records of music also stemmed from yuezhi which
is written during the contemporary Song

The discussion in the fifth chapter centers on the
textual characteristics of the Song History Records of
Music and its data conditions. The author holds that the
Song History Records of Music which has distinguishing
feature of its own, but concerned with the traditional
system, and probes deeply into the cardinal change in
writing of the Song History Records of Music that is
laying stress on the practice of elegant music, which
shows that essence of elegant music should be reconsid-
ered during the Song Dynasty

The sixth chapter is divided into two parts, which
deals with the historical quality of the Song History
Records of music. The thesis shows that in contrast with
songheiyaojikao, xuzizhitongjiohangbian and yuhai, the
Song History Records of Music has a place of equal
importance in history. Its value of historical data

cannot be replaced. Its sense of elegant music may be



summarized as follows: think highly of musical tradition
which was prior to the Western Zhou Dynasty—persist in
the views of elegant music—reduce the social functions
which is connected with the current political situation—
-have the greatest esteem for views of elegant music
that is put into practice.

In conclusion, the author summed up each parts as
follows: The Song History Records of Music is of histori-
cal records with three main traits: (1) A style of tradi-
tional yuezhi writing; (2) The Song historical records
written in the Yuan Dynasty;(3) Musical data with basic

essence of elegant music offered
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