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The Bright Pearl
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River—Shapotou
Hydrojunction
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Lofty Liupan
Mountains
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Memorial Hall and
Memorial Pavilion
for the Long March
of the Red Amy in
Liupan Mountain




=
<
—
@)
T
i)
=
s
O
0]
=
=

=]
. —
<
S
=
=
o
=




L _l.'-_.'-"_-imll_q:i?
e

10

BT 2
The Rich Ningxia
Plain




12

RAEFIE
—WEER
The Oriental
Pyramid — Imperial
Tombs of Western

Xia




14
CEA- S &

China Hui Nationality
Cultural Garden
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Preface
The Vivid Photographs Recording the Swift Changes of Ningxia
(Treasure Collection of Shi Guanda's Photographs)

Mr. Shi Guanda will give a new collection of his photographs to the world this year, the fiftieth year for
him to engage in the press photography. | am agreeably to write preface for the collection as soon as Mr. Shi
Guanda, a senior photographer | know well and admire, asked me for it before the collection sent to the press.

As a studious photographic artist with much achievement, Mr. Shi Guanda has worked in Ningxia for 45
years since he left Shanghai in the very beginning of 1960's. In these 45 years, Mr. Shi Guanda left his
footmarks on each inch land of Ningxia and took special beautiful scenery into his camera lens the grand
Liupan Mountain, the lofty Helan Mountain, the zigzagging Yellow River, the pervasive channels, the fragrant
paddy and fat fishes, the Loess Plateau and ravines, the desert sand sea, the waterwheels on the rivers, the
Muslim Mosque, the Hui's customs, the typed sountern-like scenery in North China, the lake city sights as
wellas the red Chinese Wolfberry and the good grape wine.

His photographic works faithfully recorded the swiftly changes of Ningxia. As fast as the execution of
Reform and Opening to the outside World, Ningxia has been changed into a new appearance with the
towering buildings rising up from the level land, the roads getting much wider and flatter and the land more
productive, the desert becoming the fertile land and the tourism presenting the vital force under the
hardworking of the people, all of which has been reflected by Mr. Shi Guanda's photographic works full of
enthusiasm. The thousands of photographs shot by Mr. Shi Guanda, visually verify that it is the Yellow River
that enriches Ningxia and make Ningxia creditably enjoy the good fame of the southern-typed scenery north
of the Great Wall. Lots of these works has been published in many newspapers and contributed a lot in
publicizing Ningxia.

As a persevere photographic artist, Mr. Shi Guanda often leaves home at the crack of dawn and returned
by starlight in order to take a wonderful momentary image. We all know that the photography is an art of
moment. Sometimes, Mr. Shi stays in a certain places for several days only for a proper potographic occasion.
What's more, Mr. Shi Guanda constantly perfects his skills and is quite particular about the aesthetic feeling
of light, composition and color tone. Therefore, the photographs he took bears the great artistic quality,
whichis also the reason that people praise and like his photographic works.

Nowadays, although he was old, Mr. Shi Guanda doesn't give up taking photographs andis busy running
about the rivers and mountains of Ningxia to create the everlasting moments.

Mr. Shi Guanda selflessly dedicates his youth and talents to Ningxia. This photographic collection is
really the fruit of his painstaking works and hot love to Ningxia.

In 1963, Mr. Dong Biwu, one of the national leaders of the time, has ever personally write the inscription
to Mr. Shi Guanda. I'd like to end the preface with the inscription poemto urge the photographers in Ningxia.

Appreciating the appearance and scenes

He takes the vivid photographs

With the delicate specifics

His photos can be comparable to the real scenery

Ma Qizhi

Governor of Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region March 10, 2006
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The Splendid Scenery
in Northern China
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The Ripe Wheat and the Strong
Paddy Seedling
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The Fifth Most Beautiful Desert in China Shapotou

Shapotou, located in Zhongwei City, is the outstanding scenery crested by the meeting of the southward of the
Tenggeli Desert and the Yellow River. Wang Wei, the great poetin Tang Dynasty, described the scenery here as
the lonely smoke on the great desert is straight and the setting sun on the Yellow River is round. Here, the
tourists can enjoy the scenery that the one—hundred—meter—high sand hills are steep like a swift waterfall and
experience the unique tourist items like to swift sand—skiing, drifting in the Yellow River by the sheepskin craft,
flying across the Yellow River by the first wire rope on the Yellow River, riding the camel for exploration,
surfing by the motorcycle, Sleeping in the sand desert, etc.
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Flying across the Yellow

River by the first wire rope on
the Yellow River
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Drifting in the Yellow River
by the sheepskin craft
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The Age—old Sheepskin Craft

The sheepskin craft is a kind of age—old traffic tool. The making process of itis first to slaughter the strong sheep, second
to take out the bowels from the small opening on the sheep stomach with out carcass opening, third to skin the whole sheep,
fourth to paint the shortening oil and other procedures and at last to bind 14 air—filled sheepskins side by side on the cross
wooden support. The sheepskin is both portable and safe. People will enjoy a unique experience if drifting in the Yellow
River on the sheepskin craft.
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Camel Bell across the Great Desert




