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FOREWORD

Overlooking Beljing, people can take into the
eye the old and new appearances of the historic fa-
mous city and modern metropolis. The splendid
new chapters of Beijing, the ancient city full of new
vitality, is being written.

Overlooked from the sky, the central axis, sta-
rting from Qianmen Dajie, Zhengyangmen Gate,
Tian'anmen Gate, the Purple Forbidden City and Ji-
ngshan Hill and ending at the Bell Tower and Drum
Tower, forms a distinct major vein. On either side of
the axis, imperial gardens, shrines and temples (in-
cluding the Imperial Ancestral Temple, the South
Sea, Middle Sea, North Sea and the Altars of Hea-
ven, the Earth, the Sun, the Moon, and the Lands
and Grains) are laid out in good order like pieces
on a checkerboard. Under the blue sky and white
clouds, the magnificent palaces, red walls, yellow
tiles, carved balustrades, marble steps, verdant pi-
nes and cypresses, and green waters and mountains
form the pattern of the imperial capital, which is
rarely seen in the world and looks like a fairyland
on the heaven. The majestic scenes contain the
charms of the Long-standing history of the Chinese
nation and the crystallization of the splended cul-
tures. With a 3000-year history of city construc-
tions and a nearly-1000-year history of capital city
constructions in the 5 Dynasties, the unique Orient-
al architectural arts and the superb planning/desig-
ning levels of the forerunners in Beijing command
admirations.

Overlooked from the sky. the magnificent cre-



ations of contemporary people of Beijing, the
Capital, present the unprecedented grand propect.
The 100-11 long street which runs crosswise
through the city stretches straightly eastward and
westward from Tian‘anmen Gate; the 33-km-long
Erhuan Lu surrcunding the ancient city looks like a
green necklace or a multi-coloured flower ring; the
48 km-long Sanhuan Lu is broad and even, and
provides easy through traffic; the construction of
Sthuan Lu s speeding up, and the magnificent
Siyuan Overpass has come into shape; Shoudu Ji-
chang Lu, Beijing-Shijiazhuang Highway and Bei-
jing Tianyn-Tanggu Expressway lead to all direc-
tions, resounding modern tempo and rhythm of the
cpoch; 124 magnificent overpasses, looking like
flower basket, or dragon-fly, or rainbow, spread de-
corating the Capital like 3-dimensional picture
scrolls; new architectures intending to combine
national traditions and local characteristics with
epochal spirits in all possible ways are speedily de-
veloping, and set off each other with ancient archi-
tectures; together with stretches of verdant forests
and gorgeous flowers, are making Beijing a garden
city step by step, and Beijing is marching forward
on the way leading to a modernized international
metropolis.

Overlooked from the sky, Beijing is screened by
mountains on the west, north and northeast sides.
Rolling Yanshan Mountains and Taihang Mou-
ntains form the natural defence of the Capital. Wi-
nding Yongdinghe, Chaobaihe, Wenyuhe and Ju-

mahe Rivers add beauty to the landscapes. In the
suburbs, the scenes look magnificent with fields,
verdant mountains, green waters, scenic spots and
historic sites. Towering Badaling, beautiful Mutia-
nyu. precipitous Sima Terrace, solemn Ming Tombs,
plus green waves in Kunming Lake, red leaves in
Xiangshan, arahats in Temple of Azure Clouds, gi-
nkgo in Tanzhesi Temple, moon at the dawn in Lu-
gou Bridge, the ancient Yunjusi Temple-- . as
well as over-80 reservoirs in Miyun, Guanting,
Huairou, Jinhai and many other places, and diversi-
fied modern scenes make up poetic and picturesque
sceneries with natural and humane charms, which
people can appreciate to their hearts’ content.

The album «Overlooking Beijing» contains a
batch of precious photos taken over Beijing by
photographists. Being taken in angles different from
those adopted on the ground, they show wider
view and more magnificent views. People of Beijing
love the Motherland and love Beljing, people of
China love the Motherland and love Beijing and
friends from different countries love China and love
Beijing. Overlooking Beijing from the sky, people
will fove Beijing, the Capital of China, more than
ever.

Beijing is marching forward for a more glorious
future. Beijing, with spreading arms, enthusiastically
greets and welcomes friends from home and ab-
road.
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orbidden City is the cream of Chinese ancient architeciural art, and a histonical

nuseum housing an enormous amount of precious cultural relics. In 1987

NESCO listed the Purple Forbidden City into the “Detaled List of

nternational Legacies”. and the City has become the cultural legacy of the

hole human being of the world
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height and is built with over 17000 pieces of marble and granite. On the

national flag terrace at the centre of the northern part of the Square stands a
silver-white flag pole, and solemn ceremonies are held there everyday. hoisting
the national flag in the morning and lowering it in the evening. In May 1 and
October 1, the Square is alway gorgeously decorated by flowers and flags. At
night of these festivals, the up-turning eaves and ridges of the gate tower of
Tian'anmen and trees and high buildings around are decorated by coloured
lamps. Multi-coloured water-columns fly up from the Golden Water River. Thus,

the Square becomes a sparkling. wonderful. beautiful and changing coloured

world

4. Xi Chang’an Jie From Tian'anmen to Fuxingmen Gate, the boulevard
strelches in a width of 80-120 metres, and is the widest road in Beijing
Spreading on either side are the Great Hall of the People, Zhongnanhai, state
organs and commercial areas. High buildings stand closely along. Now. it has
been extended westward and reaches Shijingshan District 20 km away
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5. Dong Chang'an Jie (East Chang'an Avenue) From Tian'anmen to Dongdan,
now it has been extended eastward (including Jianguomennei Avenue, Jiangoumenwai
Avenue and Jianguo Road) and reaches Baligiao in Tongzhou District.
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6. Diaoyutai According to a d. Emperor Zhangzong of Jin Dynasty had
angled here, thus the site was known for
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7. Wumen Gate It is the major entrance ta Purple Forbidden City. The 8-metre-high blocking walls, built with
brick and stone and presenting the shape of "[]". has 3 gates on the facade and b storeyed buildings (called Five
Phoenix Building) over the gates. The major building, 9 bays across, was the site where ceremonies of issuing
calendars and those for other important purposes were held. The pavilion-shaped buildings on either side were Bell
Tower and Drum Tower. When important imperial ceremonies were held, bells and drums were sounded to show

dignity.

8. 3 Great Halls Including Taihe Hall. Zhonghe Hall and Bache Hall. the group 1s built on triple-tiered terraces
with marble balustrades Looking luxurious and magnificent, it is the grandest architecture group in the Purple
Forbidden City. In Ming and Qing Dynasties, grand ceremonies, such as enthronement of an emperor. wedding
ceremony of an emperor, birthday celebration of an emperor, crowning of an empress, seeing a general off 1o an
expedition. and so on. were all held here
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