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In front of gate of The National Library
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The Stone Lion in front of The National Library
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Gllded Copper Lion in front of Qlanqlng Gate, The Palace Museum
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(YD 22— ERH A S, > “Ancient Charm of Famous Cities” Serial Books are big volumes
. . " N . - about Ancient Chinese architecture in brand new angles. For
SR Ao [ 4 ot R A S . e A i okt . . y
readers, Chinese or foreign, they serve as a road map of cultural
TR HAT A RN, AN ENS %% and historical tours, pleasant photography collections, instrumental
" . , N in-hands, and empirical references on ancient architecture.
Bh R 7 S I T A, . Smpres .
Ancient architecture is one of the most magnificent and most
i AR A AR T SO Ak 3 e o R ) beautiful parts in Chinese cultural legacies, and have come to be
B i ar B B L YA 3 s . . extremely precious and rare, after thousands of years of bein
JLTAER, HRAMPILnE, AKHRHRE vP " o Y end
weather-beaten, surviving out of historical changes, and remaining
WL, A AT AR IR R B, despite destructions by wars and fires.
Y BANBIER T B Scik 5 A gk “Ancient Charm o.f Famou§ Cities ".Seriz.al Books are dedicatefj to
demonstrate the intersections of historical cultures and ancient
AR S, 189 T R E ARSI S Pk, architecture, and to search for their social, historical, philosophical
%L Sl BRI oI ENTE e _ _
As with the rapid development of Chinese urban construction and
BEAE NI A 2RI K, @3S0k T booming nationwide tourism, architectural culture has become a
Wi, M T AR, T A fashion, while more an.d more people tend tq understan.d the
environment around their own existence and history of Chinese
I A A7 R0 ancient architecture.

ABWAVEL, ZERS ST E 58 F00 L The Author of this book has lifelong be.en deyoted to. the ancu.ent
) ) N architecture researches, and has compiled this special collection
RIS, B P an e WS R, g Bl nfie e B of thousands of ancient architect photos which he has taken, in

2 NI, W AATTRE SO A T R R 25 hope of drawing more and more attentions to take care of and
' ' ' ) - protect the historical cultural legacies.
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Stone Lions inside Baitasi Temple
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. According to historical books, Lions were introduced

into Mainland China firstly as tributes to the Emperors,
along with coming of Western culture. However, in the
remote years of Han Dynasty, very few people were
able to hear lions'voices and see them in person. Those
artificial lion-like craftworks were lions unlike lions or
lions in different names.

Lions with matchless powers are not only Kings among
animals, but also closely tied with human beings in social
lives, spiritual lives, material lives and artistic lives.
Therefore, it is called “Human and Lions”, or “Lions and
Human”.

The Lions are the Guardians of Fa (Law) in Buddhist
realm; they are blessing mascots in the ancient imperial
tombs; they are symbols of justice in bureaucratic
officialdom; they are loyal guards in front of Emperors or
Princes’ palaces. Urban streets, rivers and bridges could
not be free from shadows of Lions. There lied people’s
fear, admiration, expectation and trust.

Objectively speaking, in China’s arts of shaping and
drawing, the themes on lions occurred later than on tigers,
but still there have existed for 2 thousand years. In the
long historical process, with numerous craftsmen’s
endeavors, lion figure art has been refined, enriched
and perfected. Figured lions are different from real lions,
whether made from stone carving, clay sculptures, or
wrought copper, cast iron, silk embroideries, drawings,
or with other materials, forms, skills.

Beijing as ancient capitals remains with a large number
of stone carving or copper casting lions, in couples or in
match, stand in cities, buildings and gardens, brightening,
vivid and powerful, uniquely outstanding in traditional
Chinese culture and art.
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Copper Lions in front of Xiangshan Hill Park Gate
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HUNDRED LIONS IN CAPITAL BEIJING
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WALKING LION SILK BALLS
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CONTRACTED WAIST RIBBONS
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ARCHED WAIST TASSEL BELLS
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TURNING WAIST BASE DECORATIONS
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. Hundred Lions in Beijing each have different features. Since Beijing has been the
capitals through the late imperial period, lions, though with long historical origins,
introduced into Beijing relaively | ate, no longer than athousand years. Their size and
shaping can also be regularly tracked back: very few in Liao and Jin Dynasties, only
found on Lugou Bridge, stained and damaged, seldom to see complete shapes;Yuan
Dynasty Lions are commonly observed with contracted waists; Lionsin Ming and
Qing Dynasties shared same styles and remained most in number. A magnificent
companion of hundreds of lions has been formed in the capital Beijing, with avariety
of different construction materials, environments, and functions.
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[ The Palace Museum Taihe Hall was built in Ming (V55 14204F) o itk .

(ATL14204F) 4 Dynasty Yongle the 18th year (A.D. 1420) O A% d.
O BEAAD, W% [CIRight Lion illustrated in the picture, Copper Casting.
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