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Cao Gui’s Victory over Qi after the Third Drum

During the Sping and Autumn period, Qi was the most powerful of
all the countries. It’s leader Huan Gong was always planning to over-
power the other countries. One year, Qi sent troops to attack Lu. The
leader of Lu, Zhuang Gong was very afraid, because his military force
was far inferior to Qi’s. Finally one of his officials suggested for him to
find a recluse named Cao Gui, who was a wise man. So Cao Gui came
into the court. Although he wore shabby clothes and looked quite ordi-
nary, Zhuang Gong was impressed with his extensive knowledge on mil-
itary affairs. So Cao Gui was given the post of Military Advisor.

When the Qi and Lu armies were face to face, the Qi army hit the
drums and attacked. Zhuang Gong wanted to retaliate, but was stopped
by Cao Gui twice. The Qi army returned to their original place, while
the Lu army held their ground. Finally, the drums sounded for the third
time, the Qi army attacked for the third time. This time Cao Gui ordered
the Lu to drum. The Qi army was worn out after the two previous at-
tacks, and wasn’t prepared for the Lu army to react so quickly. In the
end they lost.

During the celebration dinner, Cao Gui explained his tactics. Wars
are won based on the soldiers’ courage, the Qi army was strongest at
their first attack, and less the second, by the third time they were tired

and hence lost.
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