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states to be a Harvard commencement speaker and the recipient of an honorary de-
gree. It is a very great honor to introduce Vlce President, Al Gore.

Al Gore: Thank you, thank you. Thank you very much, Sharon Ganyon, President
Neil Rudenstein and Angelica Rudenstein, members of the Harvard corporation board
and board of overseas,faculty, students, alumni, distinguished guests. Before we begin |
would like to bring your attention to a small item on the inside cover of the June 4th is-
sue of the Boston Globe magazine. Correction: " The May 29th cover story on Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore suggested he is funny. He is not. The Globe regrets the error,"I'm used to
that. It's no secret that | ran for President in 1988although it seemed like one at the time.
It was a character building experience,] learned a lot of new jokes. " Al Gore is so bor-



ing His secret service code name is Al Gore. ""If you use as strobe light,it looks like
Al Gore is moving. "" Al Gore is so stiff racks by the suits of him. "" Al Gore is an inspi-
ration to the millions of Americans who suffer from Dutchelm disease. "" How can you
tell Al Gore from a room full of Secret Service agents He is the stiff one. "I heard most
of them,but every hme I hear a new one I always have the same reaction:" Very funny,
Tipper. "In order to escape that demeaning ridicule and reclaim my dignity,1 decided to
run for Vice President"the USA. It has been an interesting experience, one which has
not taken me entirely away from the Senate. You may have noticed that I've had a chance
to vote a few times in the last sixteen months. The experience has made me a more opti-
mistic person because I've noticed the pattern that the news media has almost completely
missed but if you watch on C—Span you will find this pattern holds :every time I vote,
we win. It works like a charm.

A Harvard commencement is a special occasion. How could anyone not have been
thrilled by this morning’s assembly 25,000 people packed in the Harvard yard to cele-
brate one of the great occasions of life. I loved it all,and I love this great gathering again
and I've especially enjoyed my 25th reunion, I'm so proud of my class of 1969 WeTe the
ones who beat Yale by a tight score,if you remember

I believe in you,all of you here,individually and as a group. The cynics say you are
motivated principally by greed and that ultimately you will care for nothing other than
yourselves. But the cynics are wrong. You care about each other, you cherish freedom,
you treasure justice,you seek truth. And finally,I believe in America. Cynics will say we
‘'ve lost our ways that the American century is at its end. But again, the cynics are
wrong. Ainerica is still the model to which the world aspires. Almost everywhere in the
world the values that the US has proclaimed,defended ,and tried to live are now rising.
In the end we face a fundamental chice:cynicism or faith,each equally capable of taking
root in our souls and shaping our lives as self fulfilling prophecies. I believe we must
open our hearts to each other and build on all the vast and creative possibilities of Amer-
ica. This is a task for a confident people, which is what we have been throughout our
history and what we still are in our deepest character. I believe in our future.
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