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On Robert Stone and Tim O’Brien.
American Fiction of the Vietnam
War Within and Beyond

“We can truly be transformed, and even pos-
sibly redeemed, by electing to write at times of
what happened—but also of what might have hap-
pened. what could have happened, what should
have happened., and also what can be kept from
happening or what can be made to happen...
Words are all we have.”

——Philip D. Beidler (Re-Writing America)
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Introduction

I . American Vietnam War Literature
in the 20" Century

i . Descriptions of the Vietnam War in Different Genres

Wars are the combination of destruction and creation. Wars
can destroy everything, but can also create great literature in that
writers can with their pens write their reflections upon and gain
new insights into the wars themselves and human nature. The Tro-
jan War gave birth to Homer's The Iliad and The Odyssey , Napo-
leonic Wars fostered Lev Tolstoy’s War and Peace, and the First
World War elicited Erich M. Remarque's All Quiet on the Western
Front, just to name a few. These classical works were, are and
will be adored by generation after generation. So it is with Ameri-
can war literature.

Wars have made great contributions to American literature.
The American Civil War and two World Wars have made a large
number of men of letters great novelists. So it is safe to say that
literary works with war as their subject matter can be classified and
approached as an independent genre. Similarly, the American Viet-
nam War' has greatly helped the prosperity of American literature
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