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The year 2000 is a special one in many ways, not the least of which is the
fact that Australia will have the opportunity to host the Olympic Games for the
second time in the past 50 years. Come September, the focus of the world will
be on Sydney, a city of four million people settled about the shores of the beau-
tiful Sydney Harbour and spreading west to the aptly named Blue Mountains. Al-
though truly an intemational event, the character of each Olympic Games is in-
evitably influenced by the location in which it is held.

In this, his second book on Australis, Wang Jinjun reports on the city it-
self. the people who live there, and the many twists and tums of the story that
will have as its closing chapter the staging of the Games. I am sure that many
Chinese people will have their appreciation of this wonderful event — — and the
country and city in which it will take place — — enriched by a reading of this
book.

\

Anthony Taylor
Counsellor (Cultural)
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