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Preface

In Beijing, the world-known historic cultural city, most of the
ancient constructions of past dynasties (such as palaces, residences
of former princes and notables, mountain passes, fortresses, gar-
dens, scenic and historic spots, mausoleums, ancestral shrines al-
tars and temples, and also shops and stores) are marked with
hanged or engraved plaques showing the name or function, cover-
age, and some kind of commendatory words. This is a unique cul-
tural and artistic style in China.

Being an excellent product of the traditional culture of the
Chinese nation, the plaques have experienced a long process forma-
tion. Ever since the Qin and Han Dynasties, they have been devel-
oping continually in a traditional way up to now.

Plaques are inseparable from the political and cultural life of
the Chinese people. Historically , most of the great official and pop-
ular events were recorded and propagated by the use of plaques,
such as plaques on the completion of buildings and constructions,
in recognition one’s glorious deeds and achievements, and also in
celebration of the opening of a bussiness. On such occasions., grand
ceremonies were held at the time of hanging up the plaques. In the
Qing Dynasty, it was necessary to have plaques narrating the
emperors’ intentions hanged in Dacheng Hall of the Temple of
Confucius when they ascended the throne. Thus, many plaques
have their own splendid backgrounds, and they concentratedly re-
flect the social history and fashions of the times.

Being written mostly by philosophers and calligraphists, the
writings on plaques are succinct, dignified, profound in implica-
tions, possessing strong artistic appeal and providing deepgoing en-
lightenment. Plaques about one’s glorious deeds and achievements
arouse feelings of admiration and urge people to forge ahead coura-
geously, those plaques that foretell happiness and prosperity make
people look forward to brilliant prospects in boundless hope, those
propagating ideas tell the key points and make things clear at a
glance, those expounding philosophical theoretics induce thorough
understanding with a clear eyesight and an intelligent mind, those

depicting landscapes present refreshing flavours or imposing mag-

nificence, and those expressing the authors’ intentions and senti-
ments make people feel that the narrations include their own ex-
perineces, so that their minds are thronged with flashing thoughts.
Writings on plaques may consist of only a few words, but such po-
ems and aphorisms are laconic concise, and in this sense, they are
the cream of our literary language, and dazzling.

Beijing had been the imperial capital of several dynasties,
therefore the inscriptions on plaques were mostly written by nota-
bles and great masters of different dynasties, and on these plaques
people can see the authentic works of different schools of cal-
ligraphists of various ages. What is more, when reproductions of
famous plaques are collected in the same book, it is really a fine
collection of precious works of historic personages and cal-
ligraphists. Both compositions and calligraphy of a person reflect
clearly the characteristics of that person. Viewing the authentic
plaques by famous persons, scholars and calligraphists always
arouses reveries about the men and the events, and the moral qual-
ities and artistic characteristics of the writers can be seen through
such appreciation.

It is regrettable that plaques,as a kind of cultural legacy,were
gradually lost or damaged in numerous vicissitudes. In order to
make it possible for such a kind of legacy to be handed down to
later generations, we suggested to editing and publishing a book
entitled {Famous Plaques of Beijing). The suggestion has attracted
the attentions of Comrade Li Zhijian (Vice Secretary of the Beijing
Committee of CPC) and other leading members. With the support
of leading comrades , over 300 plaques have been chosen from more
than 1000 pieces. They are photographed, annotated, commented
on and then printed. As the author of this book is not an overall
specialist in all spheres of local historical records, calligraphy and
literature, some omissions and inaccuracies may appear in the al-
bum. Opinions from readers are welcome.

Qi Xin
April 1, 1995
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