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Forward

One of the most important decisions in life is
the choice of a university or college. In China the
best 100 universities have been identified so stu-
dents know where all the best schools are in the
country.

In America the magazine called U.S. News
& World Report produces an annual listing of
more than 1,400 schools where students from
around the world can know the best universities.
You can imagine the difficulty of the editors in try-
ing to compare all these schools with each other.

Each school is sent a questionnaire and 16
categories are compared. However the schools
have different missions so all universities and col-
leges are put into four different categories defined
by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement
of Teaching.

The' national universities” offer a full range of
undergraduate majors masters and Ph. D. de-
grees as well as emphasizing faculty research.
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The' national liberal arts colleges” are concerned
mostly with only undergraduate education with 40
per cent of their degrees in the liberal arts. The
regional universities” have undergraduate and
master's degrees but few Ph. D. degrees. The
regional liberal arts colleges” focus on under-
graduate programs.

The 50 best® national colleges” are listed in
the appendix and the top six will be discussed in
the first chapters of the book. If you want to re-
search America’s Best Colleges you should log
on to the Internet at HYPERLINK http ~ www. us-
NEWS.COM Or WWW. USNEWS. Com.

Most Chinese students are interested in grad-
uate programs so the" national universities” will
be the emphasis of this text. However the full
story of American education is very diverse so a
study of all levels of education and major fields will
mive dou the full stord of how Americans learn.

Respectfully
Dr. Dennis Hagen
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Famous Colleges

The name of a famous college on a student’s
graduation diploma guarantees a cetain respect for
that student in his or her future. The value of a su-
perior education is inestimable which means it
cannot be estimated. Someone has said that the
choice of a college might be the most important
choice in a student’s career. It is the college that
shapes the mind to strive for excellence and the
better the college faculty the better the college
graduate.

The colleges in this book have each achieved
a certain distinction based on a recent evaluation
that is used for all American universities. The ex-
planation of their curriculum strengths will be a
guide for analysis of other universities in America.



1. University Study

Education has produced leaders in China from
the ancient times. This high value placed on edu-
cation remains today. As you read this book you
are probably thinking about what you want to do
with your life and how you will achieve it.

Everyone must have a basic education to be
able to read write and speak reasonably well.
Society demands that all children must be educat-
ed so they can live effectively. However leader-
ship in nearly every case comes by education be-
yond this basic level of communication. In every
country higher education of some type is the goal
for young people.

This book was written to help you think new
thoughts about your future. Perhaps you know of
only a few universities you might attend or of only
a few majors you might study. Here you will have
lists of significant schools and you will explore
many majors.

The vocabulary you will read is for academic
minded young people. You might struggle with the
words but each major you will define might give
you a key to unlock your future vocation. The
knowledge you will gain by reading about universi-
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ty majors will cause you to be a good conversa-
tionalist amongst your peers as well as your teach-
ers.

Think about this statement from Teilhard de
Chardin. Our duty as men and women is to pro-
ceed as if limits to our ability did not exist” .

Another writer named Vergil has written

They are able because they think they are able.”

There is a Chinese proverb that takes some
concentration to understand but it is worth your
time to study it carefully.

Men are four

He who knows and knows not that he knows.

He is asleep wake him.

He who knows not and knows not that he

knows not. He is a fool shun him.

He who knows not and knows that he knows

not. He is a child teach him.

He who knows and knows that he knows. He

is a king follow him.

The educated person knows that he knows.
He or she will be confident because of this knowl-
edge. This will lead to a successful and happy
life.

May you be disciplined in your study respon-
sible for your actions and dedicated to your pro-
fession. Because of your attitude towards educa-
tion you will play a significant role in the future of
China.



