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by Kenneth J. Wrye

group of United Nations employ-

ees founded the United Nations
International School (UNIS) in 1947 to
provide an education for their children
while fostering global understanding.
What began modestly as a nursery
school for 20 children from 15 coun-
tries is now a coed, college-preparatory
day school with two campuse: enroll-
ing close to 1,500 students from more

than 100 countries. Teachers represent
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United Nations: International organization formed by the victors of World Wall Il. It aims to pre-
vent war and improve the lives of all the world s people.
BEE: dAETRERKEEHELZERINERFREAR HEFZBELIEFHFAELHRARNLESE.

League of Nations: This international organization was the predecessor of the United Nations.
It was proposed by U.S. president Woodrow Wilson in 1918 and created as part of the Treaty of
Versailles (1919), at the end of World War |. The United States never joined the League of Nations
and the organization was essentially powerless. It was dissolved in 1946.

EFRBE: ZEREARKAEMNG S, AXELRERET - B/RB T 1918 FRI, 1919FEF Rt
RABERE R, MIEDARBAL (1919F) H—8H. ERBRLIEMAEE, Z4/FR L
TN . EF 1946 M.

Refugee: A person who is forced to leave his or her homeland because it is unsafe due to war or

more than 70 countries. Although preference in admis-
sions is given to the children of UN employees, the
school also admits qualified children from the local and
international communities who seek a global education.

English is the main language of instruction. For
those students not proficient in English, the school offers
English-as-a-second-language classes. French and Span-
ish are the second languages of the school and are taught
beginning in kindergarten. At the seventh-grade level,
Arabic, Chinese, German, Italian, Japanese, and Rus-
sian are also offered. Depending upon the demand,
mother-tongue classes can be studied in the after-school
program.

UNIS's rigorous academic program culminates with
the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program,
a two-year program of study that begins in 11th grade.
The IB diploma qualifies students for entry into univer-
sities and colleges throughout the world and for up to one

year of advanced standing in U.S. colleges.
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political oppression. The main purpose of the United Nations High Commission for Refugees is to
protect and aid refugees around the world.

HR: RIEATHRSIAFBCAFENARE. HEBFHEENA. BEEARRBREZASNERERP
HEHLHROER.

Sanctions: Steps taken to punish a state or country for failing to obey a law or decree. Sanctions
can be in the form of ending trade with a country or severing diplomatic and cultural relations.

E: B — P ERIABFFEFERRLH RN S CARROENEE. SIRTURRE-—ELLRHX
AR EMBIZTHURRAFER.

Heritage: Something such as traditions.practices,or beliefs that is passed from previous generations.

B BERTRORFERA, Nehq. KRLRIEMW.

Tolerance: Respecting the beliefs or practices of others.

BE: HEMANEONIMS,

All of the UN secretaries-general have been BT &Z4ERITE M, 2 (B, 1961-1971
supportive of UNIS since the school's founding. U 4F) fE THiiA,

Thant (secretary-general, 1961-1971) described what fliif . “Mf]45 KFEFN R, @2
happens when students from so many different cul- B H b /] o] §& 4 [ Pr & 1€ 1E 8 2 57 ik
tures learn and socialize together on a daily basis. Ry E R,

"The lessons they learn today are the founda- A EEPRER A PAER 33794,

tions upon which a significant contribution to inter- R & 5\l A4 208 EIREERE, M1 IRF EH
national cooperation may be made tomorrow," he {4 i B T 76 Bk & [ [5] P24 42 2 3 T el %
said. TR, T BEANERdT “KIE" W
UNIS graduates now number 3,379. Many  JHZ5iE%, XK “fER” MEE 7 4EE,
former students return frequently, and they often  fth{/]4] %ﬂW%QJTﬁA@%§° H #1
mention that their lives were transformed by beinga  —/>Z £k 1T X 424> it
student at UNIS. On a daily basis, former students

witnessed how united people are by their similarities
and how enriched people are by their differences.
They experienced firsthand what the UN is working

toward — a world safe for diversity.
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by Kathiann M. Kowalski
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T housands of different languages and dialects
are used throughout the world. To make
communications easier at the United Nations, the
organization operates in six official languages:
English, Spanish, French, Russian, Arabic, and
Chinese (Mandarin). Members of the United Na-
tions' 191 delegations must speak

and write at least one

official language.
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Of course, few
people are fluent in
all six official
languages. Bridging
the language gap is
the job of the UN
interpreters and
translators. Each
works from two of
the official UN lan-
guages into their
own native language.

“When people from around the world are
discussing a topic as important as peace, they have
to choose their words carefully and make sure that
everyone else understands what they are saying,
the way they really meant it to come out," says UN
translator Laurie Treuhaft. “Without translators
and interpreters, that would be impossible."
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About 120 interpreters work at UN headquarters.
They provide simultaneous oral translations during
meetings. Each seat in a meeting room has a dial with
six channels — one for each of the official languages.
People pick their preferred channel and listen to an
interpreter's voice through earphones.

Sitting in booths on the sides of the room, the
interpreters listen carefully. Without missing a beat,
they translate and repeat what is said into their native
language. "It's a little bit like patting your head and
rubbing your stomach,"” Treuhaft says. "You have to
listen and talk at the same time and be only a second
behind the speaker!"

Translators at UN headquarters pro-
duce written translations.
"You never know what
you'll be asked to

translate,” says Treuhaft,
who translates from French
and Spanish into English.
Some materials may be legal
or economic texts. Other documents relate to health,
human rights, the environment, and other issues.
Translators also attend UN meetings to do précis
writing. They listen to languages they understand
and prepare a summary record in their native language.
Being a translator or interpreter demands a love
of languages and excellent writing skills. It also
requires a deep fascination with people and cultures.
Plus, you must be willing to learn about many fields.
Members of the United Nations may still have
trouble agreeing on issues. Thanks to interpreters
and translators, people can make their points
effectively. And they can feel confident that the
Secretariat's staff will provide faithful interpreta-
tions and translations. That is an important start in

working toward peace.
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\ / hen the Second World War ended in 1945,

it was vital that such a war should never

occur again. The United Nations organization was
formed that same year with peace as its major
objective. Ever since its formation in 1948, the
United Nations Peacekeeping force has been an
important part of the UN.

The UN Security Council is responsible for
maintaining international peace. In 1948, when
the council sent unarmed military observers to the
Middle East. the observers had the task of super-
vising the truce between the Arabs and the Israelis,

following the Arab-Israecli War. They were the
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first of the UN peacekeepers.

That same year, UN member countries volunteered
soldiers from their own armies to be part of the new
international peace team. The peacekeepers remain neutral
in any dispute. Troops wear the uniform of their own
country in addition to an armband, scarf, helmet, or beret in
the United Nations color, light blue. Their headgear led to
the nickname the "Blue Helmets."

Soldiers who are part of the peacekeeping force go
through special training before they are sent to a problem
area. For example, U.S. soldiers train in southern Germany,
where 44,000 acres of land have been turned into an outdoor
classroom. They take part in role-playing activities that
simulate situations that might occur once they are sent to an
area of conflict, such as encounters with angry citizens or
refugees begging for food.

The UN member countries pay for the more than
70,000 Blue Helmets. However, the five permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council pay the largest share. Peace-
keeping costs account for more than a third of the total UN
budget, and the cost is rising each year. The debt also grows
as governments in troubled countries often fail to pay their
share.

The Blue Helmets are involved in two main types of
operations: observer missions and peacekeeping. More than
70,000 soldiers are currently working for peace in a dozen

or so places around the world. Often they patrol an area,

making sure that a truce is being honored and all fighting has
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ceased. Usually disputes are settled peacefully. Military
force is used only if negotiations fail. The Blue Helmets

cannot intervene in domestic disputes (civil wars).

The Blue Helmets are called upon to step in only if

international peace is threatened. They cannot shoot unless
they are shot at. After separating those who are involved in
a conflict, they ease tensions by acting as a buffer between the
two sides. Once a dispute or conflict appears to be settled,
Blue Helmet observers stay in the area to supervise the
withdrawal of warring troops and to ensure that cease-fire
agreements are being honored.

Another peacekeeping responsibility is to see that hu-
manitarian aid reaches those for whom it is intended. Often,
when there is conflict, refugees flee to neighboring areas or
countries. Frequently they need food, shelter, and medical
supplies. The Blue Helmets are there to help.

In 1988, United Nations peacekeeping forces were
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. That year they were instru-
mental in the successful withdrawal of Soviet troops from
Afghanistan, the cease-fire in the Iran-Iraq War, and the
removal of Cuban troops from Angola. It was referred to as
an "outbreak of peace" .

The Blue Helmets are quickly sent wherever peace-
keepers are needed. The part they play in maintaining world
peace has been invaluable. Many lives have been saved, but
many lives have been lost, too, including those of the peace-
keepers themselves. Anywhere in the world that you see the
Blue Helmets, you know that peacekeeping forces have

arrived. The world owes them an enormous debt of gratitude.
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Uni Nations:

M ths ano Facts

T he United Nations has programs and services that
help people around the world. The UN works to
eliminate dangerous diseases such as AIDS, tuberculosis,
and polio; combats environmental pollution; moves aircraft,
ships, mail, and weather information safely around the
globe; encourages a respect for human rights; assists busi-
nesses in selling their products overseas: and works to
bring peace to dangerous areas of the world.

For a variety of reasons, many people have miscon-
ceptions regarding the UN and its functions. What are some

of the myths and facts about this international organization?

by William A. Miller
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Myth:The UN is a one-world government with

Fact:

unlimitedpowers that wants to force its ideas on
everybody.

The UN is an international body of 191 sovereign
countries. Its member states come together to iden-
tify problems, discuss solutions, and draft agree-
ments to combat problems that affect people
worldwide, such as drug abuse, diseases, and
poverty. The UN can only do what its 191 members
will permit it to do.

Myth:The UN has a budget of hundreds of billions of

Fact:

dollars and millions of employees.

The total budget for the UN system, covering
nearly 30 agencies operating around the world, is
about $18 billion (about the equivalent of the cost
of eight B-2 bombers), and it has about 52,000
employees. Several state governments in the United
States have budgets larger than the UN's. Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan has cut nearly 1,000
positions and has saved more than $100 million in

expenses.

Myth:The UN has a large standing army that is able to

Fact:

intervene legally or illegally anywhere in the world.
UN member countries lend troops to the UN,
because the UN has no army. If there is a conflict,
the Security Council, over which the United States,
Russia, China, the United Kingdom, and France
have a veto, decides whether to call upon member
states, such as India or Canada, to send troops to
defuse the conflict.
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