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Daniel Defoe was born in London in 1660, the son of a can-
dlemaker. He saw many changes in London, witnessing both the
Plague and the Great Fire in 1666. Defoe was educated at Mor-
ton’s Academy for Dissenters in Newington Green, attending the
latter with a view to become a Presbyterian minister. This idea
was, however, abandoned in 1682 when he became a hosiery mer-
chant based in Cornhill. He travelled to France, Spain, and to
the Low Countries; he was intrigued by travel throughout the rest
of his life. In 1684 Defoe married Mary Tuffley, and he was later
sent to prison for debt. Defoe’s life was extremely varied: he
fought briefly in the Duke of Monmouth’s rebellion of 1685, he
was also a strong supporter of William of Orange in the “Glorious
Revolution” three years later.

Throughout his life he enjoyed role-playing and dlsgulse
using it to great effect as a spy, and in his writing he often used
a pseudonym. A prolific and versatile writer, he wrote over five
hundred books, pamphlets, and journals on various topics includ-
ing politics, crime, religion, marriage, psychology and the super-
natural. Defoe began writing fiction relatively late in his life: his
first novel, Robinson Crusoe, was not published until 1719. De-
foe’s other main works, Moll Flanders, A Journal of the Plague
Year and Roxana, followed shortly after. Daniel Defoe died in
1731, reportedly of “a lethargy and was buried at Bubhill Fields

in London
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The History and Misfortunes of
the Famous Moll Flanders, etc.

My true name is well known in the records and registers at Newgate.

It is enough to tell you that some of my worst comrades knew me by
the name of Moll Flanders. When ‘my parents could no longer look af-
ter me, I was Ieft a poor desolate girl w1thout fnends, without
clothes, without help or helper in the world, as was my destmy

The first account that I can remember was that I'wandered with
those people called gypsies ,i or Egybtians; but I don’t believe I stayed
with them very long. _ : ;

It was at Colchester, in Essex, that I left thosé peoplé, I remem-
ber being-taken up by some parish officers: of Colchester. I was now in
a way to be provided for. It was my good fortune to be put to nurse,
as they call it, to a woman who was indeed pbor but Who:;got ‘a little
money by taking children like me, till they were a certain age, in
which they might go toservice or get their own bread.

I continued here until I was eight years old, when I was terrified
with news that the magistrates had ordered that I should go to
service. I had an aversion to going to service, as they called it (that
is, to be a servant and run errands and do the housework). I told my

nurse, as we called her, that if she would keep me, I would work for

her, and I would work very hard.
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This set the old gentlewoman laughing at me. “Well, madam, you
would be a gentlewoman; and how will you become a gentlewoman?”

“With my needle and spin ,” says I, very\’innocently.

Some time after this, she;going to wait on the Mayor and talking
of business, at last my story came up, and my good nurse told Mr
Mayor about me. He was so pleétsed with it, that said he would call
his lady and his two daughters to hear it.

Not a week had passed and‘éuddenly Mrs Mayoress and her two
daughters came to the house. When they had looked about them a
litle, “Well, Mrs—,” says the Mayoress to my nurse, “which is
the little girl that intends to be a gentlewoman?”

I stood up, made a curtsy, and she took my work out of my
hands. Giving me my work again, she put her hand in her pocket,
and gave me a shilling. ; ‘

The kindness of the ladies of the town did not end here; as I
grew up they brought me work to do for them, such ‘as‘a linen to
make and laces to mend, and not only paid me for doing them, but
even taught me how to do them; so that now I was a gentlewoman in-
deed, as I understood the word, and as I desired to be.

About the time I was fourteen years, old, my good old nurse fell sick
and died. T was frightened and knew not what to do. However, I was
lucky. A friend of the Mayoress took me to live with her and her family.

Here I continued till T was between seventeen and eighteen years
old, and I had all the advantages for my education that could be

imagined ; the lady had masters come to the house to teach her daugh-

ters, and I was allowed to stay with them. And in some things I had the
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advantage of my ladies, though they were my superiors; but they were
all the gifts of nature. First, I was apparently more handsome than
any of them; secondly, I was bette1 shaped and thlrdly, I sang better.

However, my vamty was the cause of my ruin. The lady where I
was had two sons, young gentlemen of very promising parts and of ex-
traordinary behaviour ,- and it was my ‘misfortune to get along well with
both of them, but they treated with me in a quite different manner. .

It happened one day that the eldest son, Mr Robert, came run-
ning upstalrs towards the room where his sisters used to sit. and walk.
I belng there alone, stepped to the door and sald “ Slr the ladies
are not here, they are walklng in the garden As T stepped forward
to say th1s Howalrds thé door, he 1ok ‘fie in’his arms. ““Oh, Mrs Bet-
ty,” says he, “I want to speak with you more than I do with them.
Dear Betty, I am in love with you.” And then, having me in his
arms, he k1ssed me three or four times.

HIS w01ds I must confess flred my blood Nothmg else hap-
pened af that time but I started havmg strange ideas and I was not my-
self; to have such a gentleman talk to me of being in love with me;
my vanity was elevated to the highest degree.

- After this attack it was mnot long before he found another
opponumty to catch me. This time we sat down and there he talked
with me a great wh1le he told me how he was in love with me, and
if I was able to love him again, how happy I would make hlm. He
even spoke of matrimony. d ‘ ‘

.Then he walked about the room, and taking me by the hand, I

walked with him ; and suddenly, he threw me down upon the bed,




- Mol Mamﬂws

quoooooooo»oooeoooooooocoo'cootoooool oooo

(BRAEAT LN |, TR A D38 105 TR 3 i e g 305
RFAM, 856, RN EAABEER; 8=, RA
IR 5=, @ﬁaémus.%tmmmw, B
AT, RS BRI R, ﬁ%ﬁkﬁ%A%¥
IARRE . 1L 4 L b, RARERAET R
RT3 AR AR 45, BT AT 5 7% 3k 10 75 1 40 o O A
B b ¢ et e
CH—R, ﬁ%?%ﬁ#%i@t%% i LK
RHOPHA, RRUGME —ATETRE, SESINT0, B %
e, IMEARIER L, AR RN ST AT B i
S, WFAET R M, TSI, M, <SR
A, REMIH, REWELIT B, bR
VR R TR=mK, R
 RAURIA, (BRI T . MR
W R, (BRRIFGE THEAE, FEREFEECNT
FERE— RO RS “TRBIR s TSSO MR
THE, L :
ERUGEBZ B RA, AU HLAIE T R, kTR
FHRUTRA METFRARMTER, I AINRR IR,
A ST, R TR T 15,




2
@ B B S A S

© 06 06 0006 © 60 0 06 0 0© 0606 0 0 00 6 © ¢ 06 060 0 06 0000 O0OCOCOOC O SO0 00

and kissed me miost violently.” Then he thought he had heard some-
body come upstairs, so he got off from the bed, put five guineas into
my hand, and went away downstalrs

At this point I was conscious of belng rumed but I was not con-
cerned at all; T represent those women whose vamty prevalls over thelr
virtue. - ’ ‘

But things did not end here. The devil never fails to create new
opportunities. On another occasion, without many preambles, he be-
gan to talk very gravely to me. He resolved to marry me as soon as he
came to hls estate and in the meantlme he would mamtam me very
generously and with that he pulled out a silk purse w1th a hundred
guineas in it, and gave it to me. And I’ give you another,” says
he, “every year till'l marry you. ”

We had, after this, frequent opportunities to repeat our crime —
especially at home when his mother and the young ladies went out
visiting. But before this half-year was over, his younger brother, Mr
Robin, finding me alone in the garden one evening, begins a story of
the same kind to me, says that he is in 10ve with me, and, in short,
proposes to marry me:: Dby

He was not so careful to keep his feelings for Mrs Betty a secret
in the house, as his brother was. He said enough to let his sisters un-
derstand he loved me.

I saw the cloud, but I did not foresee the storm. It was easy, I

say, to see that their feelings towards me had changed, -and it grew

worse ; and worse every day; till at last the servants told me that the

family’s intentions were .ioc send me away. I was not worried at the
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news, because I knew that I would be helped by Robert.:

After some time, the younger gentleman told me in his plain
way of talking that if I would consent to have him, he would tell his
family operﬂy that he loved rﬁe; and that hejinteﬁded ‘tokmarry me.

I was now in a terrible condition indeed, and now I repented my
easines§ with the eldest brother; not because I had a conscience, but
becauéé this was ’aryl excellent opportunity for happiness, and I had
made it impossible; even though I had no great scruples of con-
science, I could not think of being a whore to one brother and a wife
to the other. Suddenly I remembered that the first brothelfi\\hg.d’ ‘prom-
ised to make me his wife when he received his estate; but then I soon
recalled that he had never spoken a word of having me for a wife after
he had conquered me as a mistress.

I had a big problem now, and Ireally did not know what to do.
Upon serious consideration, I decided to tell him about my situation.
It was not long before I had an opportunity, for the very next day his
brother went to London on business. -As often was the casé,‘he came
to spend an hour or two with Mrs Betty.

I began at a distance but it did not take me long to get to the
point and tell him How irhprudently his brother had managed himself.
I told him how far I had resisted him, and I told him how sincere and
honourable. his offers were.

This discourse surprised him indeed very much. He told me that
it was a critical point for me to maﬁage, and he did not see which wéy

I'should get out of it; but he would consider it, and let me know what

conclusions he had arrived at; and in the meantime desired I would




