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A b s t r a c t

    Play has had a special place in the field of early childhood

education, the importance of play in early childhood is well

known. By ordinary standards, implementing children's play in

the early childhood educational programs should be very easy,

but the fact is that in practice play has always been neglected.

The gap between the knowledge and actions toward children's

play has been subjecting the early education professionals to

annoyance all over the world. The reason of this problem can be

due to lacking of a suitable play theory which can be used to

implement children's play into educational practice. The current

research, based on the Maxim's activity theory, examined the

concept of play, the features of play activities in educational

settings,  and why play should be the key part of early

educational programs; and put forward a play¡ªbased teaching

model which varied with the age of children, the evaluating

standards for teaching quality; and analyzed the supporting

system which is need by the play¡ª based teaching model.

    The word of play is a cultural concept, which has complex

cultural meaning, including two kinds of judgement: nature and

value. Children's play, as a special kind of play, depending on

the certain background, is an observable behavior with a kind of

special playful experience. Subjective or automatic activity is the



nature of play, which can help to explain the features of play as

an observable behavior.  The current research also provided

kindergarten teachers the ways to judge what play is or not.

    Dating from the time of Plato, playhas been the part of ear-

ly education.  There are three strategies people used toward

c h i l d r e n ' s  p l ay: selecting, reforming and reproducing.

    In educational settings, children's play is part of educational

activities, not natural activities. The purpose of setting up the

play¡ªbased teaching model is to develop children's subjective-

ness or automaticity, and to create appropriate kindergarten life

for young children. The play¡ª based teaching model based the

following teaching and learning principles: constructive, individ-

ual, and interpersonal, which including the sociocultural mean-

ingful teaching and automatic learning together, letting children

to learn actively in play and through playliked¡ªnonplay activi-

ties. The play¡ªbased teaching system is composed of four types

of teaching¡ª learning activities: individual discovery, coopera-

tive discovery, hands¡ªon based receptive, explaining based re-

ceptive. ¡°Meaningful learning¡± is the quality standard for all the

types of teaching and learning .

    There are some advantaged conditions for implementing the

play¡ªbased teaching model into the practice, but still some bar-

riers to implementing the play¡ªbased teaching model, we still

have a long way to go.



Key words
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