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Preface to the Chinese Edition of Ideology and
Curriculm

Any analysis of the ways in which unequal power 1is
reproduced in society must deal with deucation.Educational
institutions provide one of the major mechanisms through
which power is maintained and challenged.These institutions
and the manner in which they are organized and controlled
are integrally related to the ways in which specific people
get access to economic and cultural resources and
power.Yet,because education is  often regulated by the
state, 1t is also a site of conflict,since in many nations
there are serious questions about whether the state is
organized iIn ways that benefit the majority of 1its
citizens.

These are other,equally important issues that can be
raised,of course.Education is also a site of conflict
about the kind of knowledge that Is and should be

taught,about whose knowledge i1s “ official” and about who
has the right to decide what 1s to be taught.Thus,atruly
critical study of education needs to not simply deal with
technical issues of how we teach efficiently and
effectively-too often the dominant or only questions
educators ask.It must think critically about education®s
relationship to economic,political,and cultural power.

For more than three decades | have sought to uncover
the complicated connections between knowledge and power in
education.l have argued that there is a very real set of
relationships between those who have economic,political,and

cultural power iIn society on the one hand and the ways




inwhich education i1s thought about,organized,and evaluated
on the other.ldeology and Curriculum is the first volume of
a long series of books that | have written about these
issues.lt 1s largely concerned with the dynamics of
1deological domination.Later books devote more attention to
the realities of struggles against dominance and to the
ways iIn which new articulations of power are now
operationg.lt i1s very interesting to me that Ideology and
Curriculum has been selected as one of the most important
books in the entire history of Western education.l believe
that this is due to the long history of groups who have
struggled for more democratic education 1S SO many
nations.That is,the book itself responds to the desires of
millions of people iIn a considerable number of nations who
believe that they have been denied the basic human right
of a truly free and democratic process of schooling.The
extremely long history of struggles for equality in China
has played a major role in these movements internationally.

But the book also responds to the beliefs among many
scholars in education that new and more socially critical
perspectives were necessary to give the field of
educational research more vitality.lt 1is 1important to
remember that what actually counts as educational research
IS a construction.Academic boundaries are themselves
culturally produced and are often the results of complex
“ policing” actions on the part of those who have the
power to enforce them.This“ policing” action involves the
power to declare what is or is not the subject of

legitimate Inquiry or what 1s or 1iIs not a

legitimate” approach to understand it.Yet as | say iIn
Ideology and  Curriculum and as the French sociologist




Pierre Bourdieu reminds us It is the ability to

trespass that may 1lead to major gains in our
understanding.

The continued development of a field—especially one as
diverse as education — 1i1s often dependent on
epistemological and conceptual” breaks” in which preveious
traditions are disrupted displaced and regrouped under
new problemations. It is these breaks that tend to transform
the questions to be asked and the manner in which they are
answered.The* break” that Ideology and Curriculum provided
centered around the development anduse of a set of critical
theoretical tools and cultural and political analyses that
enabled us to understand the vreal functioning of
curriculum  teaching and evaluation much more honestly
than before.These tools were based two major concepts-
1deology and hegemony-that had not had a long history of
use in Western educational scholarship.

As | noted over the course of writing the many books
that followed the one you are about to read,l have refined
both these concepts and their use.However,the concepts
still have provided essential building blocks for critical
analyses of the politics of “ legitimate ” and
“ 1llegitimate” knowledge.Of course 1t needs to be said my
arguments here are based on an understanding of a
particular sets of countries.Thus they cannot be
automatically transferred to countries with different
histories.If this book does assist you in thinking more
rigorously about limits and possibilities of the politics
of education in your own nation and to continue to build a
rich tradition of critical educational research then it
will have served i1ts purpose well.
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