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Adding Feet to a Snake

One day a man was is~was going to have a drink . He wanted to
have a drink with his friends. He took take~took out a bottle of wine “ Let’s
draw a snake the person who finishes first can drink first.”

“ oK.

After some time the man finished drawing draw ~ drew his
snake. He looked around everyone was still drawing. He thought think~
thought he could can—~ could add some feet to the snake. He began

begin~began to draw them. Just then one of his friends finished drawing
his snake too “ | finished drawing my snake so | can drink first ” he picked up

the bottle.

 Excuse me | think I'm first.”
What are you doing now ” his friend asked him.
I'm adding feet to my snake.”

No vyou are wrong. Snakes have no feet at all. Look at mine please my snake

is different from something with feet.” The friend asked the other men “ Whose snake
is more life-like 5

Yours.”
“ So I'mfirst | candrink first. Ha Ha Ha ”
Exercises
1. What did the man say to his friends one day
What did the man do after he finished drawing the snake first
Who drank first
What did his friend say when he drank
Do you agree with the man Why

[ I Y S I \S]
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The Golden Touch

A farmer was working on his farm an old man came come ~
came to his farm. He was hungry and asked for some food from the farmer. The
farmer gave give~gave him a cake an egg and some bananas. The old man wanted
to thank him he touched a stone the stone turned into gold

. But the farmer didn’t does~did like it he wanted to do the golden touch
like the old man. The old man thought for some time and he taught teach—~ taught
the farmer to do the golden touch.

The farmer touched an apple the apple turned into gold he was very happy. The
farmer touched an orange the orange turned into gold the farmer touched his clothes
his clothes turned into gold too. Now the farmer saw see~saw his daughter with a
ball in her hand. The farmer touched the ball he wanted the ball to turn into gold but
the ball and his daughter both turned into gold. The farmer was not happy now and he
went go~went to the old man “ | don’t want to do the golden touch any more.”
The old man laughed “ You don't want to do the golden touch " No |

don’t. | want my daughter not gold.™ OK man go home and you'll see your daugh-

ter.” The farmer went home and saw his daughter playing with the ball. He couldn’t do
the golden touch now but he was happy.

Exercises

1. What is thé’ golden touch”

Why didn’t the farmer like the gold

What happened when the farmer did the golden touch
Why didn’t the farmer want to do the golden touch later

[ I Y S I \S]

Which do you prefer the gold the golden touch or something else
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Wolves are Coming "

I

At the foot of a hill there lived some farmers. Every morning men went
go~went to their fields women stayed at home boys drove the
sheep up the hill and in the evening drove them down the hill. One afternoon the
sheep and the shepherds were on the hill one of the boys was very
stupid he wanted to play a joke on the farmers. So he shouted
Help Help Wolves are coming "

Hearing the boy’s shout the farmers went up from the foot of the hill.
They asked “ Where are the wolves " But the boy laughed “ I'm very sorry
there are no wolves at all. It’s a joke. | played play~played a joke onyou go to
your fields again please.” The farmers were very angry “ Boy don’t play any
jokes like that from now on It's wrong.” The farmers went down the hill. The boy
didn’t know what to say. His face turned red.

Exercises

1. Where did the boy look after the sheep

What was the joke

What did the farmers do after the boy cried out for help
What did the boy say to the farmers

[ Y I \S

What did the farmers say when they did not see any wolves



Wolves are Coming "

I
One day the following week the boy was herding sheep with the oth-
er shepherds on the hill. The grass was green the flowers were red yellow
white and orange the sky was blue the sun was shining it

was a nice colorful picture. Some of the shepherds started playing games some were
flying kites. The boy was sitting on a pear tree and looking at his friends.

Suddenly the sheep started bleating and running
about the boy saw clearly from the tree—two wolves were running to-
wards the sheep. The boy shouted “ Help Help Wolves are coming Help

Help " He thought the farmers at the foot of the hill could hear him and come to help.
But the farmers heard hear ~heard his shouts and said say~said “ Don’t listen to
him the boy is playing a joke again the boy is telling a lie . He for-
gets his joke but we don't.”
This time no farmer ran run~ran to help him. The boy’s friends were all shout-
ing at him “ It’s your fault no farmer will come to help us  we don’t
want to play with you we don’t want to herd sheep with you ”

Exercises

1. What was the scenery like

What came to the sheep when the shepherds were playing
What did the boy do then

Did the farmers help the boy Why

Why did the shepherds shout at the boy

[ Y I\
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Waiting for a Hare to Turn Up

A farmer wanted to eat good food every day but he didn't like working
. He often went to other farmers’ homes. When they ate eat~ate he ate
with them so the farmers didn’t like him.
One day he saw a hare running down the hill. The hare knocked against
a tree in his field broke its neck and fell dead . The
farmer was happy “ Great " He went to the tree and got get~got the dead
- hare and went home with it. That day he ate a lot. He thought that
the meat of the hare was very good. The next day he put down his hoe and
waited by the tree for a second hare to turn up . He waited all day

long but no hare came at all.

Exercises

1. What’s the meaning of the title

What did the farmer see and get one day
How did the hare die

Why did the farmer keep waiting

N B~ W

What do you learn from the story
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The Foolish Old Man Who Removed the Mountains

There was an old man known as the Foolish Old Man. His house was
in the big mountains . Two big mountains stood in front of

his house one was Wang Wu the other was Tai Hang. Every day when he went
to farm he had to take a lot of time to get out of the mountains.

One evening the old man asked his two sons “ | am going to get the two moun-
OK let’s do it today " Now par-

tains out of the way what do you think about it

ents and their sons and daughters were digging the big mountains.
Seeing this a man known as the Wise Man laughed at their efforts “ You
are old and weak how can you remove the big mountains "

“ | can dig every day. When | die there will be my sons  who will have
their sons and grandsons . Those grandsons will have their sons and grandsons
and so on to infinity . But the big mountains will be smaller and smaller

so | can certainly level them.”
Exercises

1. Where was the old man’s house

What were the names of the two big mountains

Why did the old man want to remove the mountains

What did the Wise Man say to the Foolish Old Man Do you think he was right
What did the Foolish Old Man say Who was right Why

[ Y I\



Jingwei Filling Up the Sea

A girl was named Ni-wa. In her family there were her father mother brothers
and sisters. Ni-wa loved them and they loved her too. One day Ni-wa togeth-
er with her brothers and sisters went to the sea to swim. They were playing a
game in the sea. Ni-wa swam swim—~swam far away and forgot forget ~ forgot
the way to swim back . In the afternoon the sea waves were very big.
A big wave took Ni-wa away into the sea. Ni-wa was so tired that she
couldn’t swim any more so Ni-wa died.

NG-wa became a bird. The bird flew fly~flew above the
sea all the time. The bird called its father mother brothers and sisters. The
bird flew away and flew back and it wanted to see its family but the family didn’t
know the bird was Ni-wa. They looked for her in the sea. At last they found find—~
found that the bird was filling up the sea with small branches and
stones . They now knew know ~knew that the bird was Ni-wa. Day after
day the bird filled the sea with small branches and stones. She didn’t want any of her
friends to die in the sea like her. People were moved and called
the little bird Jingwei.

Exercises

1. Who was Nii-wa

What did Nii-wa become after she died
What did Nii-wa do after she became a bird
Do you think Jingwei could fill the sea

[ I VS I \S]

What have you learned from Jingwei
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