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“Someone who introduces and talks to the people taking part in a television
or radio programme o a game show/talk show host” U Macmillan, 2002. p.
694).
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“Someone who introduces the guests on a television or radio programme”
(Longman, 2002. p. 6910

00 0000 Presenter) o
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O [0 “The person who introduces a television or radio programme” 0 Macmil-
lan, 2002. p. 1112).
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“Someone who introduces the different parts of a television or radio show”
U Longman. 2002. p. 1112).
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The term °anchorman’ originated in the USA with Walter

Cronkite. In the UK °‘newsreader’ or ‘newscaster’ is preferred,

showing something of differences in presentation style either side of the

Atlantic — styles which are emulated around the world.
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Put simply, British newsreaders are seen as serious and slightly
remote authority figures who would never allow their personalities to
colour a news story, while US anchors are serious but friendly author-

ity figures who comment on as well as present the news.
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The term ‘anchorman’ suggests personal strength and authori-
ty, as though the bearer of that title, through a combination of expe-

rience, personality and charisma is holding the programme together



and somehow grounding it in reality.
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‘Newsreader’ has fewer personal connotations. The focus is off
the individual and on to the news. ‘Newsreader’ suggests a benign o-
racle — an authority who has at his disposal privileged inside informa-
tion, which he will graciously impart to all who will sit at his feet to
receive it. In the personality stakes, the newscaster is a step ahead of

the newsreader, but still several paces behind the anchorman.
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It’s difficult for a news presenter who becomes such a celebrity
that he or she becomes the news. There is a danger you become a less
effective newsreader when people are watching you to see whether you
arch your eyebrows. I don’t like the whole personality cult. I'm just
an ordinary, unexceptional guy who tries to read the news competent-

ly and not to aloow my character to intrude on it.
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Reporters should aim to present a story in a fair and accurate way;
to do this, they need good information sources. Most reporters will
therefore spend a lot of their time on the phone checking information
with people, doing interviews or in front of a computer researching in-
formation. Reporters gather information from databases, search en-
gines, angency news services and through phone calls or visits to the

scene of an event.

ooooooooooooooo* boobooooO” oooooog
0“ oog” ooooobbboboobooboboooouooooooooooo
ooooooooooobbobobobooboboooouooooooooooo
ooooooooooobbobobobooboboooouooooooooooo
oooooooo* bobobbobooobo” oooooooooooo s oobo
og” ooooooo* bboboobO” oooooooooooooooo
ooooooooooobboboooobooo oooooogr oooo
gbooooooooboobooonog

ooooooooooooooobboobooo boooooog” g
ooooooooooobbobobobooboboooouooooooooooo
oooooboobooon

oo oooo” oooobobobooboooboolf—oooo



0-0000000 -000 Molloy, F. & Janson, H., 2004000 15—16
00000000

gobooooooboobouooboobuoobooooooao
gooooobooobooobobouoobooouoboobooon
gooooobooobooobobouoobooouobooooon
gobooooboooboobobooboobouobbooooon
gooooobooboooobouooboobobbooooon
goooooooooooad

Research is a vital prerequisite to writing any story; the amount
of research usually depends on the size of the story -+ Whereas the ra-
dio reporter will use a digital recorder, minidisk or other sound equip-
ment to record and the TV reporter will usually have a camera crew to
assist with filming ‘*+ Broadcast journalists — that is, radio or TV
journalists — edit their stories in the studio, writing a script for a
voice-over as well, if necessary. They will also often do live reports

from the scene of an event, however.
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The role of general news reporters is to write or broadcast stories
about current and newsworthy events that are local, national or inter-
national. News reporters are expected to come up with story ideas,
but are also assigned stories by their chief of staff or editor. Reporters
gather and research background information, investigate facts, con-
duct interviews and sometimes observe events. They then present the
story, describing the event and if time permits including information
about its background, cause, effect and meaning. - They generally
work irregular hours, depending on when stories break and what time
-+ the news bulletin goes to air. Be warned, there’s generally no such

thing as a nine to five job for a news reporter!
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National newspapers, magazines, and radio and TV stations of-
ten have specialist reporters in fields such as politics, the environ-
ment, business, entertainment and education. These specialist re-
porters are usually either experts I the field or have years of experience
as general news reporters. The challenge for specialist reporters is to
come up with new stories and new angles within their field on a regular

basis.
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One role popularly portrayed to be more glamorous, although also
more dangerous, is the work of the foreign correspondent. While
some foreign correspondents work in specific places (for example, the
Middle East or South-East Asia), others will move around from place
to place t follow news events as they occur around the world. Some
specialise in reporting wars and travel to places where conflicts and

wars are taking place.
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