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INTRODUCTION

One has to know where he has been in order to know where he is going .
M ankind has seen more advances in the last 100 years than in the previous
2000 . These advances have not only been in the fidds of science and
medicine, but dso in the fidd of entertainment .
In 1989, packaged cultural products netted a U .S . trade surplus of some
8 bhillion, which made entertanment the third-largest surplus item that
year, right after food and aerospace products . Indeed, American popular
culture is a phenomenon in and of itself . But because there is so much of it,
it is hard for anyone, egecidly a foreigner, to keep track of who s who
and what’ s what .
This Dictionary of American Culture is designed to highlight the most im-
portant people, places, products and events of the 20th Century and to of-
fer information including names, dates, titles, statistics, accomplishments,
personal information, etc . that are connected to them . Even examples on
word usage are provide for entries that have entered the language .
Many of the images, songs, books, movies, etc . have not only become
classics but are dso indigpensable symbols of our nationa existence . The
culturd icons are not just objects for private pleasure, but are essential sym-
bols that have helped define what we cdllectively are .
Pop isour true culture . Culturd® Institutions’ like Stephen King, McDon-
ad s and the Beach Boys are the glue that halds together contemporary so-
ciety . Pop culture is a catalyst for bringing the whole



world together with a common bond . Pop reassures us that people matter
and that one person or one idea can make a globa contribution .

I't should be noted that dthough 98 percent o the entriesin this book origi-
nated in the U .S ., we have dso purposdy included some that did not,
such as The Beatles, whose influence deeply permeated American culture .
With over 1000 entries in easy-to-find dphabetica order, this book contains
the greatest hits of the 20th century and is a must for anyone who enjoys
American culture, which according to the U .S . entertainment surplus, is
just about everyone . Enjoy !



100 2000

1989 80

20

98% :



20

1000



m 20 ] 100

. 1900 1995 1000

About This Dictionary
e THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO 20TH CENTURY GLOBAL POP

CULTURE e 100 YEARS OF AMERICAN POP CULTURE, FROM
AEROBICS TO YUPPIES. e A GREATEST HITS COLLECTION
OF AMERICAN IN ONE VOLUME . e THE FIRST BOOK TO
HELP YOU COPE WITH* POP CULTURE OVERLOAD ” e THIS
BOOK CONTAINS OVER 1,000 ENTRIES FROM 1900—1995.
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE SONGS, THE MOVIES, THE
BOOKS, THE MONEY, THE DATES, ETC. THAN ANY OTHER
BOOK . e 100 YEARSOF KEY U S.EVENTSINCLUDING JAMES
DEAN’ S CAR CRASH, JFK’™ S ASSASSINATION, THE MOON
LANDING, WOODSTOCK, ETC. e EVERYTHING YOU EVER
WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT AMERICAN POP CULTURE'! .
THIS BOOK IS DESTINED TO BECOME A®“ CULT"-URE FA-
VORITE . e THE MOST ENTERTAINING DICTIONARY EVER
WRITTEN—THERE ISNOT ONE BORING ENTRY IN THISBOOK !
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AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) A valuntary self-help organization organized
in 1934 in the U .S. to hdp individuals overcome alcohdism .Branches
now exist in many other countries .

1934

Aaron, (Hank Henry Louis) (1934— ) American basebdl player and
all-time home-run leader . He made sports history by breaking Babe
Ruth’ s lifetime record of 714 home runs on April 8, 1974 . He retired in
1976 with a total of 755 home runs . He was inducted into the Basebal
Hal of Famein 1982 .

(1934— (- ) ,
1974 4 8 -
714 1976
755 1982

Abbott and Costello Bud Abbott (1895—1974) (the tall one) and Lou
Costello (1906—59) (the short, explosive one) were the top money-
making comedy team in movies in the 1940s. They later became the
most watched, most syndicated TV performers from 1951—1953 . T hey
started in vaudeville in the 1930s, where they developed the classic rou-
tiné Who s on First ? They appeared in films, including® Buck Pri-
vates” (1941), and’ Lost in a harem” (1944), where they showcased
their dd routines .

(1895—1974) ( )
(1906—1959) ( ) 40
1951 1953
30 ,



Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem 2

AbdukJabbar, Kareem ( 1947— ) U .S . baketbadl player who
played forthe Nationd Basketball Associaion’ s Milwaukee Bucks
1969—75 and the Los AngelesLakers1975—89 . A center a 7 ft .2 in .
(2 .2m) tall, he was noted for his trademark sky hook ” He hed the
record for being named professional basketbdl” s most vauable player six
times over between 1971 and 1980 . Abdul-Jabbar holds the record for
the most points scored in a career with 38,387 .

- (1947— ) :
1969—1975 1975—1989
22 : “ ”
1971—1980 6
- 38

387

Acacemy Awards An annua award (in many categories), given since
1927 by the American Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences .
The award is a gold-plated statuette, which has been nicknamed® Oscar”
since 1931 . Nominees are chosen by ther peers (actors nominate actors,
designers dominate designers, etc .) . The awards ceremony is televised
each spring .

( ) 1927
, 1931

’ ’ ( |

acid Drug dang from the 1960s for* lysergic acid diethylamide” (LSD) .
Arf acidhead” refers to person who uses the drug . The music of such
drug usersis referred to as acid rock "

LSD ( ) 1960

Acuff, Roy(1903—92) Singer . Known as the King of Country Music,
Acuff was the Grand Ole Opry’ s first major singing star . His company,
Acuff-Rose Publications, was the nation’ s first country music publishing

house .
(1903—1992) ,



3 affirmative action

Adams, Areel(1902—84) U .S. Photographer famous for his black and -
white wide-angle printed images of dramatic American West landscapes
of snowcapped mountains and great trees. He was associated with the
zone system of exposure estimation . Adams worked to establish photog-
raphy as afineart . He founded the first museum cadllection of photogra-
phy, a New York City’ s Museum of Modern Art in 1937 . His various

“ moonrise” images, including one taken at Yosemite, are among his
most popular and widdy reproduced images .
(1902—1984)

1937

Addans, Charles(1912—88) Cartoonist . Addam’ s humorous cartoons of
ghouls began appearing in The New Yorker magazine in the 1930s and
led to TV’ § Addams Family’ from 1962—64 .

(1912—1988)
30 1962—1964

aerobics Exercises for cardiovascular fithess . A strenuous application of
movement desgned to raise the heart rate to 120 beats per minutes for
5—20 minute sessions, 3—5 times per week . 1n the 1980s, aerobics be-
come its own culture thanks to exercise gurus such as Richard Simmons
and Jane Fonda . Since 1982, when Jane Fonda came out with her first
workout video tape,—the best sdling video in history, it has become
common to see people wearing exercise suits and leotards while exercis-

ing .
3 5 120 5 20 80

1982

affimmative action A U .S .government program designed to increase



African Queen, The 4

the presence of women and minorities in the workforcein both public and
private sectors .

African Queen, The A 1952 film starring Humphrey Bogart and
Kaharine Hepburn . It depicts the comica, but hazardous attempt by a
missonary spinster and a boa cgptain to destroy a German gunboat on
Africa s Lake Victoria . Bogart won an Academy Award for his perfor-
mance .

1952

afro A" naurd” harstyle in the 1960s and 1970s among black men and
women . The hair was alowed to grow free and full . The name* &ro”
reflected the wearers bdlief in the styl€ s African origin .
60 70 “ "

air guitar The imitation of a rock guitarist’ s hand and body motions by
someone without an instrument . It is often performed to recorded music
for a comicd or theatricad effect .

Alamo A Spanish mission in San Antonio, Texas, and location of the
most famous battle in the Texas war for independence . About 200 A mer-
icans were killed there on March 6, 1836 when attacked by forces under
Mexican dictator Santa Anna . Among those who died a the Alamo were
Davy Crockett, James Bowie, and commander William B . Travis. In
1960, John Wayne directed a movie entitled* The Alamo” and Wayne
himsdf starred as the buckskin-clad Davy Crockett .

1836 3 6
, 200

1960 ,



5 Alger, Horatio, Jr .

Alcatraz A prison for deserters established by the United States War De-
partment in 1868 on Alcatraz, an idand in the San Francisco harbor . It
was taken over by the Department of Justice in 1934 as & super-prison
for super criminals” who had a record of escaping from regular federd
prisons. Alcatraz was nicknamed“ The Rock .” Origindly a Spanish
fortress, it closed in 1963 . Al Capone and the Birdman of Alcatraz were
among the infamous imprisoned there . The handful of convicts who did
get over its walls were believed to have drowned in the rapid currents of
the San Francisco Bay . Alcatraz is the Spanish word for* pelican .”

1868
1934 |

” “ ”

Alda, Alan(1936— ) Best known for hisroe as Hawkeye Pierce in the
long-running TV series M * A* S* H,” that aired from 1972 to 1983 .
For six years in a row starting in 1979, Alda was the bestliked human
being in America. Alan Alda defined a new kind of hero for the 1970s
and the 1980s—thée Sensitive Man .”

(1936— ) 1972—1983
M*A*S*H “ ” 1979 6
70 80

Alger, Horatio, Jr .(1832—99) American writer of 119 boys’ baooks .
Each of his bookswere known for their theme in which a hero of humble
beginnings, such as a poor newsboy, rises to wedth and influence . A-
mong his best-selling books aré¢’ Luck and Pluck” (1869) and‘ Tattered
Tom” (1871) Horatio' s books contributed to the nationa myth of the
sdf-made man . Today a rags-to-riches tale may bereferred tod Horatio
Alger story ”

() (1832—1899) 119
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(1869)
(1871)

Ali, Muhammad (1942— ) The Adopted name of Cassius Marcdlus
Clay, Jr, aU S . boxe . He won the Olympic light-heavyweight cham-
pionship in the 1960 Olympics and went on to become world professiona
heavyweight champion in 1964 . Ali was stripped of his title in 1967
when he refused army service on religious grounds . Reinstated in 1970,
he lost and then regained the title twice in fights with Joe Frazier and
Leon Spinks—becoming the first man to win the title three times . His
last professiond fight wasin 1981 against Trevor Berbick . His signature
boast was |’ m the greatest ”

(1942— ) - ()
1960 , 1964
1967
1970
1981

AllFAmerican Origindly, this was a term used to honor the outstanding
football players at each team podtion . In 1889, the first AllFAmerican
team was chosen by the famous, footbdl player and coach, Walter Camp
for the magazine,” Weeks' Sports” . Today, All-American athletes are
chosen in many other sports . The term All-American” now stands for
generd , all-round excellence .

1889

Allen, Woody(1935— ) U .S.film actor, drector, and comedian . A
Woody Allen movie isusudly funny, satiricad and characterized by auto-
biographical materid . His films includé¢ Sleeper” (1973),“ Annie hal”
(1977) ¥ Manhatan” (1979) and“ Everything You Always to Know
About Sex But Were Afraid to Ask” (1972) .



7 America

(1935— )

(1973) : (1977) (1979) ,
(1972)

All in the Family A revdutionary TV sitcom which made its debut on
January 12,1971 . It changed the face of the TV situation-comedy when
it introduced a new type of comedy about formerly taboo issues such as
race, color, feminism, homosexudity, mencpause, etc. with a new
openness and humor . The main character, Archie Bunker, is the sterec-
typical racist and bigot .

1971 1 12

almanacs  Books published annudly that contain information on many
subjects . Popular dmanacs in the U .S . indludé The World Almanac,”
“ The Od Farmer’ sAlmanac,” and’ The Information Please Almanac ”

almighty dollar A term coined in 1836 by writer Washington Irving refer-
ring to money regarded figuratively as agod, or source of great power . It
first appeared in his travel sketch' The Creole Village ”
1836 :

alphabet soup A dang term taken from a Campbdl’ s Soup Company
product that refersto ajumble of initids or acronyms that one encounters
in government agencies or other bureaucratic organizations .

America A popular term for the United States of America, and more
broadly for the two American continents . The name came from Amerigo
Vespucc (1445—1512) a Florentine navigator who sailed to South
America shortly after Coumbus and who was the first to identify the
Western lands as & New World” .
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(1445—1512) ,

“ America” An American patriotic hymn from the nineteenth century,
sung to the tune of the national anthem of Britain,“ God Save the
Queen .” it begins,” My ocountry, ’ tisof thee .. ”

19 ;

“ ”
’

America the Beautiful The country’ s unofficia nationa anthem, contain-
ing the famous phrasé’ from sea to shining sea.” The words are those of
an 1893 poem by Katharine Lee Bates, who was inspired by a climb up
Pikes Peak; the music is by Samud A . Ward . Loversof the song period-
ically tout it as a replacement for the notoriously* unsingable”“ Star-
Spangled Banner ”

” 1893

American Bandstand A long-running TV program for teens that went na-
tiona of ABC on August 5,1957 . Theformat of the show was to show-
case new records, teen acts, dancing, and new dance steps”. Bandstand’
was hosted by the charismatic Dick Clark for over three decades until it
went off the ar in 1989 .

1957 8 5

“ ” - 30
1989
American Dream A term used to describe the U .S . ided according to
which equdity of opportunity alows any American to aspire to high at-
tainment and materiad success. The term in its smplest idiomatic con-
text, has come to mearf owning your own home .”

American Gothic A famous painting by American artist Grant Wood
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(1892—1942) . The 1930 canvas depicts a portrait of an American farm
couple posad stiffly against their house which has a Gothic, arched attic
window . The woman is dressed in a cover-al gpron and the man is wear-
ing overallsand is carrying a pitchfork . Their expression is dour and seri-
ous . Wood' s treatment of the subjects seems to be a satiricd; half epic,
hdf ironic . The painting has become an icon and continues to be seen in
popular applications .

(1892—1942)
1930

American Graffiti(1973) A film directed by George Lucas . A nostalgic
comedy about cruising in a small Cdiforniatown in 1962 . The cast is full
of young actors who later became stars . A soundtrack of rock hits added
to the cult popularity of thisfilm * Graffiti” was once one of the highest-
grossing films of all time.

(1973) : 1962

American in Paris, An A 1928 composition by George Gershwin . It was
the inspiration for the 1951 Oscar-winning movie musca that featured
the classic choreography by Gene Kelly . Ledie Caron made her screen
debut in this classic film .

1928
1951

American Legion A national organization of military service veterans
chartered by Congressin 1919 . The American Legion has posts through-
out the country and a strong lobby in Washington D .C . It is associated
with veteran advocacy, patriotism, and parades .

1919
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America’ s Swectheart A nickname gven to actress Mary Pickford
(1893—1979) . Born Gladys Smith, Pickford was the maost popular
screen star in the world for 23 years . Her marriage to actor Douglas Fair-
banks, represented in red life a kind of epiphany of movie dreamland .
Now used tongue-in-cheek to describe a girl who is too-sweet and too-
pure .

(1893—1979)
23

Amads N’ Andy A* blackface' radio comedy created by Freeman Gosden
(Amos) and Charles Correll (Andy) . It began in 1929 on NBC . It was
an immediate hit and in 1950, Amos N’ Andy” moved into televi-
sion—only to discover that anew era had come into being, demanding an
end td" blackface” comedy . Pressure from the civil rights movement led
totheend off Amos N’ Andy’ from syndication in 1966 .

( ) : «C )
1929
1950 —_—

1966
Amway  An in-home retailing business started in 1959 . Customers buy
products such as soap and cosmetics in their own home from representa-
tives . Amway is sold worldwide and has over 750,000 representatives in
the U .S . done . It accounts for about one sixth of al direct sdes in
America . Amway products are not sold in stores .
1959
Amway ,
75
Amway
Anderson, Marian A black American singer known for her roles in oper-
a . With the support of Presdent Franklin Roosevelt and his wife, E-
leanor, Anderson gave afree concert on the steps of the Lincoln M emori-



